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Shabbat Noach

Friday October 12, 2007

6:30 PM Tot Shabbat

Rabbi Cosnowsky will tell a story
8:15 PM Shabbat Evening Service

Rabbi Bob will discuss, “Building the Ark.”

Baby naming:Maya Sofia Eatman
Oneg Host: Zuckerman Family & Eatman
Family

Saturday October 13, 2007

9:00 AM Torah Study

10:30 AM Morning Service

B’nai Mitzvah: Matthew & Jonathan
Zuckerman

Shabbat Lech-Lecha

Friday October 19, 2007

8:15 PM Evening Service

Rabbi Cosnowsky will discuss, “Charting
Unknown Territory.”

Oneg Host: Larson Family

Saturday October 20, 2007
9:00 AM Torah Study

10:30 AM Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah: Benjamin Larson

* Childcare is available during Friday
evening services in our Nursery.

Calendar:

Wednesday October 10

9:00 AM Preschool

10:00 AM Synagogue Music

Class with Rabbi Cosnowsky

4:00 PM Hebrew School

7:00 PM School Committee

7:00 PM Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah Class

Thursday October 11
9:00 AM Preschool
7:15 PM Adult Ed Class

Friday October 12
9:00 AM Preschool

Saturday October 13
7:30 PM Scholar-In-Residence

Sunday October 14

PADS

9:00 AM Religious School
9:45 AM Social Action
Scholar-In-Residence

6:30 PM AA/Al-Anon Meeting

Tuesday October 16
9:00 Preschool

7:30 PM Board Meeting
7:30 PM Choir Practice

Wednesday October 17

9:00 AM Preschool

10:00 AM Synagogue Music
Class with Rabbi Cosnowsky
12:00 PM Seniors Lunch
Meeting

4:00 PM Hebrew School

7:00 PM Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Class

9:00 AM Preschool
7:15 PM Adult Ed Class

Friday October 19
9:00 AM Preschool

Sunday October 21

PADS

First Grade Family Program

9:00 AM Religious School

9:30 AM Brotherhood Meeting
11:30 AM Junior Choir Rehearsal
12:00 PM Youth Committee
12:00 PM JYG Event

6:30 PM AA/AI-Anon Meeting

Monday October 22
4:30 PM Public School Teacher
Program

Tuesday October 23
9:00 AM Preschool
6:30 PM Adult Ed Committee

Wednesday October 24

9:00 AM Preschool

10:00 AM Synagogue Music Class
with Rabbi Cosnowsky

4:00 PM Hebrew School

7:00 PM Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Class

Services of Special
Interest:

October 26
7:30 PM Family Service

November 2
8:15 PM Evening Service with Life
Tree Ramblers Band

November 9
6:30 PM Tot Shabbat Friday

November 23, 2007
7:30 PM Family Service




Worship

m This week's Torah portion, Noach, tells the story of Noah. The portion
also contains the name of Jonah. Jonah in Hebrew is Yona, which means
dove.

In this week's Torah portion a dove plays a key role. Noah sends the
dove three times. Once it comes back with nothing. The second time it
comes back with a “freshly plucked olive leaf.” The third time it does not
return. The dove represents the possibility of a new beginning for the
world. Noah and his family learn that the flood is ending and their news lives are about
to begin. The prophet Jonah represents a new beginning for the people of Nineveh.

From its first venture, the dove returns having failed to find any evidence of the
possibility of leaving the ark. The dove succeeds on its second try. Jonah also
succeeds only on his second try.

In the western symbol system, the dove is a symbol of peace. In the biblical symbol
system, the dove is a symbol of hope.

Both stories involve trips over water in boats. Jonah flees from God by a ship. Noah is
saved from the flood by the ark.

Both stories involve storms brought by God. Here, in the Noah story, God sends the
storm to destroy humanity. There, in the Jonah story, God sends the storm to retrieve
Jonah. Here, people in the water die. There, Jonah in the water is saved.

As Jonah’s name has a meaning, so does Noah's name. Noach means rest or comfort.
Lanucach is “to rest.” Shabbat is Yom Menucha.

The end of last week's portion contains a description of Noah's birth. The text
describes his father giving him a name, “Vayikra Et Shmo Noach, Leimor Zeh
Y'nachameinu, He called him Noah saying, 'This one will comfort us."”

From birth, Noah had a task to comfort people. After the flood, Noah brings comfort to
his family as they begin their new lives.

May we be like the dove, bringing hope to those who seem lost. May we be like Noah,
bringing comfort to those in need of healing.



Did you think that all prayer melodies originated at Mt. Sinai? Although it seems that
way, many of the tunes we hear during Shabbat services at various synagogues were
written in or around the 18th century. In our worship service, many of these older
melodies have been replaced by more contemporary ones.

On Friday, November 30th, we will celebrate a special Shabbat. With the musical
talents of Rabbi Cosnowsky and Greg Zelman, we will be transported back to the

18th century to hear many liturgical offerings written by Lewis Lewandowski (and some
of his contemporaries).

Lewandowski was born in Prussia (now Wrze nia in Poland). At the age of 12, he went
to Berlin to study piano and voice and became solo soprano in the synagogue. After
graduating with high honors, in 1840 he was appointed choirmaster of the Berlin
synagogue. In that capacity he rendered invaluable services in the development of
music for synagogue ritual. His arrangements of ancient Hebrew melodies for chair,
cantor, and organ are considered masterly productions, characterized by great
simplicity and a profound religious sentiment. Don’t miss this exciting worship
experience!

The Holidays are over, but there is still plenty to do at Etz Chaim. Our
Social Action Committee has been busily working. After their very
successful concert to raise funds for Bomba Israel, their next event will be
the Scholar-in-Residence program this weekend. Our congregation is very
fortunate to have Rabbi David Saperstein, the director of the Religious
Action Center, joining us for this event on October 13th & 14th. He will be

| speaking to us on social justice. This weekend is being sponsored by a

bequest from the Bettye and Lou Kaplan Social Action Fund. Check this

e-bulletin and our website for full details.

Our popular Tummler! program is back again on Sunday mornings. The 'Tummler’
meets in the Stoller-Soreff Social Hall starting at 9:30 on a drop-in basis. It's a great
way to socialize and meet fellow congregants. All you have to do to be a part of this is
enjoy noshing®and schmoozing® with others. You don't even have to have children in
religious school- everyone is welcome to stop by.

Translations:

1) tummler - One such as a social director who encourages guest or audience
participation.

2) noshing - Eating tasty snacks such as bagels, lox, and cookies (noshing is not like a
regular meal; it contains no calories).



3) schmoozing - Talking with friends about your children, grandchildren, the state of the
world, etc.

While we won't make you sing or dance for your bagel, you just may meet some new
people or find something interesting to get involved in at Etz Chaim. So, plan on joining
us on Sunday mornings. No reservations necessary.

B'Shalom
Marilyn
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I’'m Marilyn Streit and I'm the president of the congregation. This is a wonderful time to
be president of Etz Chaim because there are so many dedicated and hard working
people involved in our congregation. Rabbi Bob, Rabbi Cosnowsky, the staff and all of
our wonderful volunteers make my job much easier. Tonight I'd especially like to thank
our past president Shelley Miller. Last year, Shelley initiated the remodeling of the
Stoller—Soreff Social Hall. Perry Margulis and his committee took over this task. Their
vision and hard work created a beautiful space for us all to enjoy for many years to
come. Thank you to all the people involved in this project.

I’d also like to take this opportunity tonight to welcome all of our members as well as
visiting families and guests. If you have been lucky enough in the past to join us for the
holidays, you are already well aware that this is a very special place. This sanctuary
and the people that fill it with warmth and an overwhelming sense of community are the
foundation of our congregation.

As we stand here together on the verge of a New Year, I'd like to ask a question. It
doesn’t need to be answered right away and there won’ be a quiz. My question is, “In
what way are we, the Jewish people, a single people? What is it that unites us and
brings us together?”

We, as human beings, have the tendency to label ourselves and others. We distinguish
ourselves by our beliefs and by our opinions. We call ourselves liberals or
conservatives. We find a great deal in common with those who think and behave as we
do and we collect into communities and groups to be near those with shared interests.

Is this bad or is it simply human nature? To be fair, these labels are what have brought
us here together this evening. Yet, with all of these various labels that we give
ourselves, what maintains us as a unified group of individuals? As a people? Tonight
I'd like to share some of my thoughts about this.

In the past year, | have been fortunate enough to travel to Israel on several occasions.
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While we know that Israel is the land of the Jewish people, my visits have often
reminded me of how diverse and colorful we as a people can be. When | visit
Jerusalem, | am reminded that | am only a small part of the greater nation. While | may
be improving in my vocabulary, | still do not speak Hebrew. So this commonality is not
something | can share in entirely.

When | walk through an orthodox neighborhood, | do not look like the women covered
from head to toe and | feel very little | common with them. Even in the places that are
holy to all Jews, the very spots that are supposed to bind us to one another through
faith, | have found that it is possible to have an underwhelming experience.

Last year, on a trip to the Western Wall, | remember feeling that the place where |
stood was not quite as magnificent as the place | stood nearly forty years earlier in
1968. The shoulder-to-shoulder pilgrims entranced in prayer had been replaced by
plastic lawn chairs. The large square that now stands packed with visitors at all hours
seemed to diminish the immense size of the wall itself. And | was constantly besieged
by women shaking Tzedakah boxes at me for every charity imaginable, and to be
honest, | had had enough of the Old City, wall and all.

But as | have often heard, Jerusalem has a way of hooking you spiritually and
reminding you that we are forever a single people. As | turned to leave the Western
Wall, | saw three elderly women sitting together holding their hands out for coins. |
have a soft spot for elderly women. | dug through my purse and found enough shekels
to give each of them.

As | turned to leave, the first women took my hand and spoke in Hebrew. Then, in
English she explained that she had asked G-d’s blessing for me... that | have a long
and happy life and be blessed with many grandchildren and that their light create joy
for all of Am Yisrael.

With tears in my eyes, | explained that that was why | was in Jerusalem. | had, just
days earlier, become a grandmother. My granddaughter Hadas was born in Jerusalem
on October 15th.

She nodded knowingly and said, “You see, our prayers for you have already worked,
you should give us more money.”

There was something very meaningful about these blessings from an old woman. Not
just because of the coincidence of time and place. But because the experience left me
to reflect on the unity of all of us as Jews and our responsibility for one another. This
brief interaction | had at the Western Wall suddenly made me again feel a part of a
greater whole.



At times, | see the great differences of opinion that divide us as a Jews. These gaps of
understanding happen when politically we do not agree with one another, they happen
when socially we are separated from each other, and our varied customs appear
strange because they are not shared. We are separated further by culture when we
find ourselves living in this land but are part of the greater Diaspora that holds stake in
a place we all recognize as our own.

Does this mean we as all Jews worldwide have a common goal or destiny in mind? I'm
not sure that this is possible. | don’t think we as a people, or any group of people, could
ever agree so unanimously on any issue.

So.... l re-ask my question, “What unites us?”

| am concerned that we as Jews have become complacent in accepting issues that
divide us. We turn towards our affiliation with movements to justify these divides.
We look to others who hold the same opinions as ours to reassure us that we are
correct, and others are simply wrong. And in these separations, we lose sight of a
larger truth.

How, when there are so many differences between us, can we work together to
become a single people?

Just as we come together here, tonight in Lombard, Illinois, the entirety of the Jewish
world gathers in its own communities. While we are separated by our customs and
practices, we are bound by our faith and collective heritage.

Tonight, we the Jewish people begin anew, the year 5768 in our long heritage. We
have come together as a single community to celebrate and reflect on, give praise and
thanks for what lies ahead of us as a joined people. As we begin tonight the first of
these Days of Awe, we reflect on our actions of the past year and, in the hope that we
can somehow better ourselves, we strive to mend the mistakes of our past, and
improve the relations we have with one another. This is the common goal of Jews both
here in our community and elsewhere throughout the world. This is what unites us as a
people.

In the coming year we will have many opportunities at Etz Chaim to participate in social
initiatives of Tikun Olam. Let us work as a community, as a congregation to discover
what we as a people can do together to make the world a better place.

May the coming year be a good one for us all.

L’'Shana Tova Tikvah Tavu



Adult Activities
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Reform Jews have a long history of social action, acting as
individuals or in groups, from the particular act of extending a hand
to one in need to the general act of working to create social justice
in our society. The Social Action Scholar-in-Residence weekend is
a part of that long history.
Etz Chaim’s Social Action Scholar-in-Residence weekend will begin
ith Havdalah at 7:30 PM on Saturday October 13th. All adult
congregants are invited to attend this program, which is supported
by a generous bequest from Lou and Bettye Kaplan. David, Ruth and Judy
Kaplan, their children, along with other family members, will be attending.

We look forward to stimulating presentations from Rabbi David Saperstein. He is
the renowned director of the Religious Action Center in Washington D.C. He is
known as a dynamic, engaging and inspiring speaker. On Saturday night his
topic is “Tough Choices: Jewish Perspectives on America’s Social Justice
Challenge.” The presentation will be followed by dessert and conversation in the
Stoller-Soreff Social Hall; we will end by 10 PM.

On Sunday morning, October 14th, Rabbi Saperstein will meet with the 9th and
10th graders. Meanwhile the adults are invited to enjoy a special Etz Chaim
brunch from our favorite deli, Schmaltz’s, in the social hall at 9:15 AM. Once well
fortified, we will be prepared to focus on Sunday’s topic, “Organizing Social
Justice Programs in Our Synagogues.” All congregants and the 10th graders are
invited to attend this presentation, which will be opened by David Kaplan. The
program will beginat  10:15 AM and end by noon.

Here’s how you can help make this program a success

First of all, come to both programs!

Second, let us know if you can bring dessert (baked goods or fruit) for Saturday
or Sunday. Please bring your dessert donation in on Friday night, or on Saturday
before 1 PM. Please put a note on it: “Social Action Desserts.”

Third, can you help set out desserts and clean up on Saturday evening?

And last, babysitting will be available on Saturday night free of charge, by
reservation only. No walk-ins will be permitted. If you need babysitting, you must
respond before noon on Wednesday, October 10th with your child’s name and
age.



Social Action Scholar-in-Residence Dates for your Calendar

12:00 Noon, Wednesday, October 10th: Call the office to reserve babysitting, to
donate or help

7:30 PM, Saturday, October 13th, Program: “Tough Choices: Jewish Perspectives on
America’s Social Justice Challenge,” followed by dessert.

9:15 AM, Sunday, October 14th, Brunch followed by Program: “Organizing Social
Justice Programs in Our Synagogues.”

In order to make this blood drive a success, we need your help! Our annual blood drive
will be held from 8:00 AM-1:00 PM on Sunday, October 28th in the Stoller-Soreff Social
Hall. Life Source Blood Centers will be taking appointments every 15 minutes.

While walk-ins are welcome, appointments will take priority. If you have never donated
blood before, the entire process takes about 45 minutes, with most of the time spent
filling out forms, answering questions, and having refreshments. The actual donation
takes about 10 minutes.

Life Source Blood Centers is federally licensed and regulated by the FDA. In general,
the donor must be in good health and feeling well, be at least 17 years of age (16 with
written parental permission) and weigh 110 pounds or more.

There is NO chance of getting AIDS from donating blood. A new sterile needle is used
for each donor and is thrown away after a single use. In addition, donating blood has
nothing to do with AIDS. There is no way a donor can contact AIDS or any other
disease by giving a pint of blood.

Blood donation is quick, simple, personally rewarding and saves lives! One pint of
blood could save three lives. If you would like to schedule a time, please call Kathy
Shapiro and indicate the time you would like to schedule—8:30 AM, 8:45 AM, 9:00 AM
and so forth every 15 minutes until 1:00 PM. Thank you!

Remember, blood is like a parachute.
If it is not there when you need it, chances are you'll never need it again.
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Have you ever thought about taking a river cruise down the Danube River?

The synagogue is planning such a trip for June 2008. This 12-day trip will
begin in Budapest and conclude in Prague.

There is a lot of Jewish history in Eastern Europe. Did you know that Budapest has
one of the largest Jewish populations in Europe today, with over 80,000 Jews? In
medieval times, Jews lived in Buda as merchants, shopkeepers and craftsmen. The
Jewish community dates back to the late 11th century. Prague’s Jewish history goes
back even further. Jews have lived in Prague since 970 C.E. and by the end of the
11th century, a Jewish community had been fully established.

We will begin our trip in Budapest with a Jewish heritage tour, concluding the day with
Shabbat dinner together. As we cruise down the Danube, we will go

to Bratislava, Vienna, Melk, Linz, Salzburg (and see the setting for the “Sound of
Music”) and Regensburg. We will then leave the ship and travel to Prague with a stop
at Terezin, the former “model” Nazi concentration camp. While in Prague, we will have
a sightseeing tour of the Jewish sites. There are many other tours planned during the
trip and it should be a wonderful experience.

If you are interested in the trip or want more information, please contact
Anne Stein.
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Marty Mechanick will teach a class on this provocative topic. The class will meet on
Thursdays, October 11th, 18th and November 1st beginning at 7:15 PM.

Topics covered regarding Reform Judaism will include: The origins of Reform Judaism
in Germany, the principles of early Reform Judaism in America, the people who
influenced the movement, how different views of rituals and practices have changed
through the years, and more.

For reservations for the class please call or email Rabbi Cosnowsky by October 10th



School & Youth Activities
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Message from Our Educator 10/10/07

During the past two weeks we have had King David and Eliezar ben
Yehuda come out of our "Delet M'Yisrael," or "Door from Israel."

Etz Chaim Time Machine
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Each week during the school year a different Israeli superhero will come through our "Delet
M'Yisrael" to tell us about him/herself as we build towards the big celebration of Israel's 60th
birthday. Below are the characters that have visited us thus far:

God gave Abraham the land
of Israel

God promised Abraham that
his descendants would be as
plentiful as the grains of sand
and stars in the sky

He was the first Jew; he
smashed the idols in his
father’s idol shop

When called to by God, he
answered Hineini
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Wrestled with God and his name was changed to
Israel

The land was important to him

He had at least two wives, Leah and Rachel

" #

He was a direct descendent
of Ruth, the Moabite

He accomplished a great
victory over the Philistine
enemy during the time of
King Saul. During that time,
when he was about 17, he
killed the giant Goliath with a
slingshot.

Some say that when he was
king, the land of Israel was in
its Golden Age.

Jerusalem is sometimes
called the "City of David"

He wrote most of the book of
Pslams

Who will be our Next
5uPcr]_|cm
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JYG Skate Outing on Sunday, October 21st

All 6th- through 8-th graders are invited to join JYG for pizza lunch and
skating at the Lombard Roller Rink on Sunday, October 21st. Meet at the
synagogue after Sunday school for pizza. The cost is $10 per person and
this includes lunch, skating and skate rentals. If you have your own skates
or blades please bring them. All the details can be found on our website

Past Events & Activities

-]
L2

Approximately 200 people attended the Bomba Israel Concert on Saturday evening
September 29th. Laura Fuentes and her band performed an outstanding concert.

134

The JYG had their first outing Sunday, September 23rd. We met up at the temple for
pizza. The 6th grade needed a representative to the JYG so there was a quick election
and Becky Levin was elected. Then we were off to Laser Quest! We had 27 kids
signed up and it was a very successful event. Everybody had a great time.

Look for upcoming programs throughout the year. If you're in 6th, 7th or 8th grade and
haven't been to an event, please join us for some fun.

Questions? Call Julie Kalwat or Lena Benson.
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On Sunday, September 23rd, approximately 20 current and future Brotherhood
members erected the congregational sukkah. Under the guidance of new Brotherhood
Vice President Jim Weiskopf and experienced sukkah-building “brothers” David Wood
and Bruce Faine, the sukkah was constructed from electrical conduit, green tarps, and
chicken wire. The sukkah was secured to the ground with tent stakes and guaranteed
by Paul Farber and his sledgehammer not to blow away. Bruce added electricity and
lighting to prepare for Erev Sukkot when the congregation would join together in the
sukkah for the blessings for wine and challah and a special prayer in honor of Sukkot.

The effort was well coordinated and has been documented, live, via video, which can
be viewed here. Thanks to Jim and the members of Brotherhood for donating their time
and energy to build the Sukkah, the central symbol of Sukkot.

The Sukkah took on a more completed look once shrubbery was laid on the roof.
Robin Lucansky’s Sunday school class helped toss evergreen branches onto the roof,
aided by Jim’s tutelage (“similar to throwing a paper airplane”). Thanks to the Sunday
school students, the Sukkah was “gaily decorated” with paper chains and painted CDs
hanging down from the roof.

Written by Mike Field
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SOCIAL ACTION NEWS

Bring your cell phones to the donation box in the lobby for the benefit of Family
Shelter Services. This effort has raised hundreds of dollars for this worthy cause

already. Thank you all!

Shari Katz
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Posted October 1, 2007

Ellyn Margulies and her family
on the death of her father,
Jay Daskal.

Scott Burstein and his family

on the death of his mother,
Gert Burstein.
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Kaddish October 12-13
10/7 Jane Block

10/7 Morris Grubstein
10/7 Lillian Kramer
10/8 Samuel Safer
10/9 Ernest Aron

10/9 Bernard Berman
10/9 Alice Dern

10/10 Isadore Goldberg
10/10 Doree Schwartz
10/11 H. Robert Siegel
10/12 Bernice Gintzler
10/12 Stanley Holzman
10/13 Lesser Levin
10/13 Irene Lewis
10/13 John Segal
10/13 Anna Steinman

Kaddish October 26-27
10/22 Hazel MacLennan
10/23 Ruth Hawthorne
10/23 Milton Stoll
10/24 Janet Levy
10/24 Anna Lucks
10/25 Israel Nadler
10/26 Dorothy Ardell
10/26 Dorothy Hunter
10/26 Louis Kaplan
10/27 Alvin Schuman

Kaddish November 2-3
10/28 John Gubbay
10/28 Joyce Gubbay
10/28 Henry Mindel
10/28 Mary Jo Szarzynski
10/29 Charles Nemetz
10/29 Janet Roth
10/30 Sidney Feiss
10/30 Gerald Martin
10/30 Mary Murphy
10/30 Max Porton
10/30 Edward Ross
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Kaddish October 19-20
10/14 Miriam BenDavid
10/14 Geri Steinberg
10/15 Albert Denoff
10/15 Francine Dulewski
10/15 Connie Farber
10/15 Marvin Foler
10/15 Jeanette Gordan
10/15 Kenneth Messina
10/16 Morris Stein

10/17 Ruven Feist
10/17 Seymour Holzman
10/17 Joselyn Knitter
10/17 Hugh Scott

10/18 Ethel Gottlober
10/18 Paul Jaffe

10/18 Judy Maroney
10/19 Ethel Siegel
10/20 Bertine Berger
10/20 Norton Rosenbaum
10/20 Sam Turner

Kaddish November 2-3 (Cont.)

10/30 Paul Spenadel
10/31 Florence Bland
10/31 Sylvia Frankel
10/31 Bernard Ginsberg
10/31 Tybe Mash
10/31 Florence Singer
11/1 Jack Bacol

11/1 Margaret Berkowitz
11/1 Mussie Coleman
11/1 John Dustan

11/1 Max Ein

11/1 Reuben Fensin
11/1 Irving Lewis

11/1 Herbert Lucks
11/1 Louis Meyers
11/2 Fern Blatt

11/2 Frank Sirota

11/2 Irvin Warner

11/3 Naftali Frankel
11/3 Nathan Givner
11/3 Eli Mandel

11/3 Lucille Winkelman
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Home Page — Slide Show Sample — Pricing
1 1
Wedding
Anniversary
B'nai Mitzvah
Vacation

turnersiides.com
430 4£9 5433

Any celebration or event

d@tumerslides. com

When you don't have the time, the know-how, or the software,
and don't want the aggrevation or frustration of doing it yourself,
let Turner Slide Show Creations turn your memories into motion.
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The Ink Well
al A Complete Print Service
Illlwell Family Owned and Operated
Visit us for all your printing & copvinq_needs

Wedding Invitations | Business Cards | Stationary Letterhead | Envelopes | Flyers
Programs | Menus School Programs | Church Bulletins | Newsletters | Booklets

B the
AR ink

Let us make your work easier!
Call today for a quote - 630.268.0050

Color Copies - Black & White Copies
Full Service Print Shop - Bindery & Faxing Services

Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm
119 E Roosevelt Rd. | Lombard, IL | 60146
Ph: 630.268.0050 | Fax: 630.268.0170
Email : inkwelll@flash.net
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Scott Vosdoganes

;E ChEII"tEI' D“E Assistant Vice President
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WEISKOPF &
CONSULTING

Workable Solutions for Home & Business
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