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Shabbat & Holiday Services:  
 
Thursday May 1, 2008  
7:30 PM Yom HaShoah Service 
 
Shabbat Achrei Kedoshim  
Friday May 2, 2008  
8:15 PM Shabbat Evening Service 
Rabbi Cosnowsky will discuss, 
 
 
Saturday May 3, 2008 , 2008  
NO Torah Study 
10:30 AM Morning Service 
 
Shabbat Emor  
Friday May 9, 2008  
6:30 PM Tot Shabbat 
Rabbi Cosnowsky will tell a story. 
8:15 PM Shabbat Evening Service 
Richard Salomon will talk about his families 
Holocaust experiences as they were saved by 
a Righteous Gentile. 
 
Saturday May 10, 2008  
9:00 AM Torah Study 
10:30 AM Morning Service 
 
 
 
* Childcare is available during Friday 
evening services in our Nursery . 
 
 
 
Services of Special Interest:  
 

Friday May 16, 2008  
8:15 PM Confirmation  

Friday May 23, 2008  
7:30 PM Family Service with Life Tree 
Ramblers 

Friday June 13, 2008  
6:30 PM Tot Shabbat 

Friday June 20, 2008  
7:30 PM Family Service 

 

 
 
Calendar: 
 
 
Wednesday April 30  
9:00 AM Preschool 
4:00 PM Hebrew School 
  
Thursday May 1  
9:00 AM Preschool  
 
Friday May 2  
9:00 AM Preschool 
Congregational Retreat Weekend 
 
Saturday May 3   
Congregational Retreat Weekend 
 
Sunday May 4  
Congregational Retreat Weekend 
8:00 AM Blood Drive 
9:00 AM Religious School  
11:30 AM Junior Choir Rehearsal 
12:30 PM URJ Intro to Judaism 
Class 
PADS 
6:30 PM AA/Al-Anon Meeting 
 
Monday May 5  
7:30 PM Leadership 
Development 
 
Tuesday May 6  
9:00 AM Preschool 
6:30 PM Facilities Committee 
7:00 PM Sisterhood Outing 
7:30 PM Social Action Committee 
  
Wednesday May 7  
9:00 AM Preschool  
4:00 PM Hebrew School 
6:00 PM SYG Meeting 
7:00 PM Life Tree Rambler 
Rehearsal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Thursday May 8  
9:00 AM Preschool 
7:30 PM Adult Education Program with 
Rabbi Bob  
 
Friday May 9  
9:00 AM Preschool 
 
Sunday May 11  
9:00 AM Religious School 
11:30 AM Junior Choir Rehearsal 
Manna Order Deadline  
PADS 
6:30 PM AA/Al-Anon Meeting  
 
Monday May 12  
6:30 PM Office Committee 
 
Tuesday May 13  
9:00 AM Preschool 
7:00 PM Executive Committee 
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
  
Wednesday May 14  
9:00 AM Preschool 
4:00 PM Hebrew School 
Manna Orders Distributed 
4:00 PM Last Day of Hebrew School 
7:00 PM School Committee 
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Worship  
�

Message From Rabbi Bob 
Yom HaShoah begins this Thursday evening, May 1st. We have sent you a yellow Yahrzeit 
candle to light in your home. At the synagogue we will hold a service beginning at 7:00 PM to 
recall the events and mourn the victims.  
 
Most Jewish holidays commemorate God's involvement in our history. When we celebrate the 

holidays we strengthen our bonds with God. In Mircea Eliade's words, "In the festival the sacred dimension 
of life is recovered, the participants experience the sanctity of human existence as a divine creation." The 
observance of the festival gives us a renewed sense of who we are and the purpose of our existence. It 
strengthens us for our return to the "everyday world" following the festival.  
 
Can these words be applied to Yom HaShoah? Does Yom HaShoah help us recover the "sacred 
dimension of life"?  
 
The older history-based Jewish holidays describe God intervening in the world to affect the Jewish people. 
On Passover God redeems us from slavery, on Shavuot God gives us the Torah, on Sukkot God sustains 
us in the wilderness for 40 years.  
 
On Yom HaShoah, how do we experience the sanctity of human existence which Eliade argues is part of 
history-based holidays? In the case of Yom HaShoah, that experience must be in our observance rather 
than in the events we recall. The Holocaust resulted from the Nazis denying that the "sanctity of human 
existence" applied to Jews. Nazi propaganda described Jews as bacteria which required eradication. Our 
observance of Yom HaShoah reasserts "sanctity of human existence.” We recover "sacred dimension of 
life" in our acts of remembrance rather than from the event being remembered.  
We cannot hope to make sense of the Holocaust, for the Holocaust makes no sense. On Yom HaShoah 
we can hope to make sense of leading Jewish religious lives after the Holocaust. On Yom HaShoah we 
make remembering the Holocaust part of leading a Jewish religious life.  
 
Yom HaShoah fills us with profound sadness. Remembering the events of the Holocaust brings out in us 
various emotions including anger, frustration, fear, disgust and pain. Those feelings, however, are not 
unredeemed and without limit. We feel a sense of "nevertheless."  
 
Hitler, his supporters and their collaborators attempted to destroy the Jewish people; nevertheless, we 
continue to exist. They tried to destroy the Jewish religion; nevertheless, we continue to pray and study. 
They attempted to wipe out the Jews of Europe; nevertheless, the saving remnant lived to contribute to the 
establishment of the Jewish State.  
 
On Purim we say, “The wicked Haman arose to destroy us.” On Yom HaShoah we can say, “A new tyrant 
arose to destroy us. We were not saved until he killed six million of our people. Nevertheless, the Jewish 
people have survived.” On Yom HaShoah we say, “Am Yisrael Chai, The Jewish People lives.”��
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Confirmation Service – May 16, 2008 

Please Join the  

2008 Confirmation Class  

  

Abbey Barrett  
Elizabeth Bell  
Ethan Carlson  
Sarah Chaney  

Bryan Crumpley  
Allison Diedrich  
Nathan Evans  
Robyn Feldmar  
Amanda Foner  

Nina Ganet  
Joshua Gibson  
Melissa Joens  

Theodore Lederhausen  
Amanda Leftwich  
Alexander Levin  

Jacob Levy  
Rachel Longman  

Adin Lykken  
Logan Margulis  
Elizabeth Mash  

Whitney Mash  
Steven Menachof  
Stephanie Miller  
Adrienne Mintz  
Jacob Paradise  

Aaron Peck  
Elizabeth Rabens  

Marina Rostein  
Logan Roth  
Adam Safer  
Corey Sarcu  

Jesse Shapiro  
Jillian Soyak  
Sam Sterling  
Aaron Titiner  
Cal Tondelli  

Aaron Trockman  
David Wasserman  

Julia Zeldin  
Andrew Zhiss  

As we discuss,  
“A World Without Jews”  

 
Friday, May 16, 2008  

Shabbat Evening Service  
8:15 PM  

 
 
  
 
 Yom HaShoah 
Our annual Yom HaShoah service will take place this year on Thursday, May 1st at 7:30 PM. During the 
service there will be a series of readings, songs and prayers. We will recall the events of the attempt to 
destroy the Jewish people. The setting and mood of the service differs from other services held her at the 
synagogue during the rest of the year. We sit close together and take turns reading from descriptions, 
accounts and reflections on the Holocaust. We begin the service by reciting the Kaddish. During the year 
we gather as a congregation on many sacred days to remember the events of our past. On Yom HaShoah 
we come together to mourn and to remember. 
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Adult Activities  
�

 
Calling All PADS Volunteers 

 
The summer PADS schedule is now available. We’re always happy to have new volunteers, and for some 
of us summer is a more relaxed time to volunteer on a Sunday evening or Monday morning than is the rest 
of the year. If you’d like to join us, we’d love to have you. Please fill in the sign-up sheet and return it to 
Karen Friedman. The nights on the signup sheets are those which will be staffed by Etz Chaim 
congregants. The shelter, is, however, open every Sunday night. If other dates are more convenient for 
you, please let Karen know. Sometimes the churches that staff the other nights are in need of extra 
volunteers. And if you like to cook for a crowd, please speak up! We are always looking for people to cook 
at home in advance. For a sign-up sheet please contact Karen Friedman. 
 
 
 

Congregation Etz Chaim Blood Drive 

Our semi-annual blood drive will be held on Sunday, May 4th, 2008 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the 
Stoller-Soreff Social Hall. Life Source Blood Centers will be taking appointments every 15 minutes with the 
first appointment at 8:00 a.m., and the last appointment at 1:00 p.m.  
 
While walk-ins are welcome, appointments will take priority. If you have never donated blood before, the 
entire process takes about 45 minutes, with most of the time spent filling out forms, answering questions, 
and having refreshments. The actual donation takes about 10 minutes. If you have any questions regarding 
your medical eligibility to donate blood, please call 1.800.486.0680.  
 
There is NO chance of getting AIDS from donating blood. A new sterile needle is used for each donor and 
is thrown away after a single use. In addition, donating blood has nothing to do with AIDS. There is no way 
a donor can contact AIDS or any other disease by giving a pint of blood.  
Life Source Blood Centers is federally licensed and regulated by the FDA. In general, the donor must be in 
good health and feeling well, be at least 17 years of age (16 with written parental permission) and weigh 
110 pounds or more.  
 
Blood donation is quick, simple, personally rewarding and saves lives! One pint of blood can save three 
lives. If you would like to schedule a time, please call Cheryl Morris, and indicate the time you would like to 
schedule.  

Thank you!  
 
Remember, blood is like a parachute.  
If it is not there when you need it, chances are you’ll never need it again.  
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Adult Service Program in Israel 
                                                               

Congregation Etz Chaim  
Adult Service Program in Israel  

Sponsored by the Social Action Committee  
APRIL 30-MAY 10, 2009  

 
Love Israel? Wondering how you can make a real difference there? If so, this is the program for you.  
 
The question is: How can we develop a stronger bond with the people and the land of Israel? Sightseeing 
is great, but there has to be more.  
 
The purpose of this program is to strengthen our ties with our friends in Israel by working with them in their 
environment.  
 
You will have a choice of projects, working with one of our Israeli partners, celebrating Shabbat in 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv with our group, optional group activities and free time to explore on your own.  
 
This program is for adults (over 21). If you are a SKIP graduate looking for a unique experience, this might 
be just the trip for you! We are still working on the details, but our goal is to keep the cost of this trip under 
$2,500 per person, including airfare.  
 
If you are interested or want to learn more about this trip, please contact Sue Deisinger. 

Talking About Israel 

Have you ever been in a situation where the talk turns to Israel and you do not know what to say because 
you feel you don’t know enough about the topic? Well now is your chance to become educated. On 
Thursday, May 8th at 7:30pm here at Etz Chaim, our very own in house scholar, Rabbi Steven Bob will 
present “Talking about Israel”.  
 
Rabbi Bob will provide background information in order to help us understand more completely the current 
conflicts between Israelis and Palestinians. He will explain the current situation and also how this current 
situation developed. After attending this presentation members will be more confident and knowledgeable 
in discussing the situation with friends, neighbors and co-workers.  
 
Anyone high school age and older is encouraged to attend.  
 
You can email Rabbi Bob with any specific questions that you would like him to address during the 
evening. 

Social Action Shabbat Service 

Lombard IL May 2008, The Gift of Life is an essay by Mark Salomon of Glencoe Il, published in the JUF 
News in February 2008. Mark was one of 10 first place essayists in the 13th Annual Holocaust 
Remembrance Project, sponsored by Holland & Knight Charitable Foundation Inc, for high school students. 
They were asked “to study the Holocaust and then, analyze why it is vital that the remembrance, history 
and lessons of the Holocaust be passed to a new generation.”  
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Mark is the grandson of Bernard Salomon, a holocaust survivor, saved by Japanese Consul Sugihara. 
Mark is now a freshman in the Honors Program at the University of Michigan. Richard Salomon, his father 
and Bernard’s son, will be our speaker at Shabbat services on May 9th. Richard is a Harvard educated 
lawyer who has traveled extensively sharing the story of his father and that of Sugihara. It will be 
inspirational for us to see him and to hear this story directly from a man whose family would not exist but 
for Sugihara’s actions. Join us for this service of remembrance for Yom HaShoah, 8:15 PM, May 9th. 

Chiune Sagihara  

Kovno, Lithuania, August 1940 : Chiune Sugihara, a Japanese diplomat, opened a consulate in Kovno, 
Lithuania in November 1939. His official assignment was to perform diplomatic functions, but his main 
responsibility was to gather intelligence on German and Soviet troop movements near Lithuania’s borders. 
In June 1940, the Soviet Union invaded Lithuania and ordered all consulates to close by the end of August.  
 
On July 27, Chiune saw hundreds of people waiting outside the consulate. He agreed to meet with a group 
of the refugees, Polish Jews trying to escape from the advancing German army. The delegation asked him 
to issue Japanese transit visas to them so that they could travel east across Soviet territory and exit 
through Japan on their way to other countries. Many hoped to reach the Dutch West Indian island of 
Curaçao, which did not require visas for entry. Though they had a final destination, they would not be given 
exit visas by the Soviet Union unless they had visas permitting them to continue their trip. Chiune was 
moved by their pleas.  
 
After the meeting, Chiune wired the Foreign Ministry in Tokyo, explained the situation, and requested 
permission to issue the visas. His request was denied. The Ministry insisted that a Japanese visa be issued 
only if the refugee had a valid end visa and enough money to cover the cost of the entire trip. Chiune knew 
that most of the refugees could not meet either requirement. Over the next few days, he sent further 
requests for permission to issue the visas. Each request was met with silence. Realizing the urgency of the 
situation and unwilling to ignore his conscience, Chiune began to issue Japanese transit visas.  
 
Chiune worked more than 16 hours a day to issue 2,139 handwritten visas. He distributed them regardless 
of whether or not the refugees had the necessary supporting documents. In early September 1940, Soviet 
authorities forced Chiune to close the consulate. As he and his family prepared to leave for Berlin, he 
continued to issue visas, on the platform, and on board the train.��
�
The Germans invaded Lithuania in June 1941. More than 30,000 Jews were still living in Kovno when the 
Soviet forces fled. In July, the Einsatzgruppen (mobile killing squads) and their Lithuanian auxiliaries began 
to massacre Jews in several forts around the city. The remaining Jews were herded into a ghetto, and 
mass killings continued through the summer of 1944.  
 
At the end of the war, the Soviets arrested Chiune Sugihara in Bucharest, Romania. They detained him 
and his family for more than a year in an internment camp in Romania, which had been part of the Axis 
alliance, and then for several months in Vladivostok, a seaport in far eastern Soviet territory. Upon his 
return to Japan, Chiune was forced to resign from the Foreign Service. The official reason for his dismissal 
was the downsizing of the diplomatic corps, but the real reason was likely the disobedience Chiune 
exhibited in helping the Jews of Kovno.  
 
None of the refugees ever made it to Curaçao. From Japan, most went to Shanghai, China and others to 
the United States, Canada, and Palestine (now Israel). Since entire families were often included in a single 
visa, thousands of Jews survived due to the efforts of Chiune Sugihara. The Jewish Foundation for the 
Righteous. Photo: The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous Photo Archives. Bernard Salomon was one 
of those Jews. �
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The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous  

The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous provides financial support to individuals who risked their lives to 
save Jews in Nazi-occupied Europe during the Holocaust. The Foundation also preserves the legacy of 
these men and women through its national Holocaust education program.  
 
Supporting the Righteous  
• We provide monthly financial assistance to more than 1,400 aging rescuers who struggle to pay for food, 
housing and other essentials.  
• We award special grants to cover rescuers’ medical needs such as home care, medication, and supplies.��
• We provide grants to rescuers living in Eastern Europe for the purchase of food during the Christmas 
season.  
 
 

Preserving their Legacy  
• We sponsor academic seminars – through our Alfred Lerner Fellowship Program – for educators who 
teach the Holocaust in middle schools and high schools across the United States and Eastern Europe.  
• We publish educational materials that focus on the history of the Holocaust and the subject of rescue.  
• We have a national Speakers Bureau that includes Holocaust scholars, survivors, rescuers and 
professionals.  
Please visit www.jfr.org and the Guidestar listing to learn more about our operations and finances. The 
Foundation's work is supported primarily through donor contributions. JFR does not receive government 
funds. Call us at 1.888.421.1221 if you would like more information or if you have any questions.  
 
How you can help  
The JFR is committed to supporting those rescuers who are in need for the duration of their lives and to 
educating others about their deeds for years to come. To continue this vital work, we rely on the support of 
individuals who believe in the Foundation’s unique purpose.  
Please accept my tax-deductible contribution of  
____$36 ____$50 ____$100 ____$250 ____$500 ____$1,000 ________Other  
_____Check ____Credit Card: Please charge my ___Visa ___MasterCard ___American Express��

��������������������������������������������������� ����������������������� __________ Name 
as it appears on card                                                     Account Number  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Expiration Date (Month/Year)                                                    Security Code  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Billing Address                                                                            City/ State/Zip  

Please make checks payable to The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous, and mail to:  
The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous,  

305 Seventh Avenue, 19th Floor,  
New York, New York 10001-6008.  

Contributions in excess of $250 will be receipted for tax purposes  
Telephone 888-421-1221 Fax 212-727-9956 e-mail: jfr@jfr.org web: www.jfr.org  

 
Please send me the JFR’s monthly e-newsletter. My e-mail address is:  

 
________________________________________________________  

Your e-mail address will not be shared with another organization.  
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Nina Amir to Speak at Etz Chaim  

From Empty Practice to Meaning –Full and Spirit-Full Prayers  
and Rituals…in Seven Simple Steps  

 
Saturday May 31, 2008 

7:30 – 9:00 PM  
The Adult Ed Committee is happy to welcome back former Etz Chaim member, 

Nina Amir. Nina will be presenting From Empty Practice to Meaning-Full and 
Spirit-Full Prayers and Rituals…in Seven Simple Steps on Saturday May 31, 

2008 from 7:30-9:00 pm. If your prayers or rituals are lacking meaning or spirit 
then this is the talk for you. Nina will help you make your prayers and ritual more 
meaningful for you and your family. The seven steps are simple to learn and you 
will leave with a better understanding of how to bring meaning and sprit to your 

religious practices. Nina is a journalist, teacher, maggid and Kabbalistic 
conscious creation coach. She is the author of two upcoming books: The 

Kabbalah of Conscious Creation, 4 Steps to Tapping Into the Divine Flow of 
Giving, and Receiving and Setting a Place for God: A Woman’s Guide to Using 

Shabbat Candle Lighting as a Spiritual Practice and to Invite the Shechianah into 
Your Personal Sanctuary. She sees herself as an "everywoman" whose 

struggles and successes are not unlike anyone else's. Therefore, she writes, 
speaks and teaches from a place of knowing that what has worked for her will at 
least provide others with a starting place from which to find what works best for 
them. Her goal lies in helping others do what she, herself hopes to do: Learn to 

live life fully.� 

�

 

Brotherhood Golf Outing: SAVE THE DATE 

The Brotherhood Golf Outing is back and all are invited to play. Save the date - Sunday June 8th at Klein 
Creek Golf Course in Winfield. Included in your $105 per player fee will be a Family Style Buffet as well as 
green fees (cart included), golf gifts and more! Non players are invited to join the Barbeque after the event: 
$25 for adults and children ages 10 and older. There will be prizes, trophies, raffles and a buffet dinner 
following the event. Sponsorship opportunities are still available. Please contact Jon Berman at (630) 832-
0513 if you'd like to sponsor a hole, donate a prize for the raffle or need information.  Have fun and help the 
Brotherhood support our synagogue. 
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What Does Sisterhood Mean To You? 

There is something for everyone. For those who love gifts and jewelry, the Gift Shop is a great place to 
volunteer. You get to see the newest Judaica before anyone else, and the the gift shop is at the heart of all 
the action during Sunday school! If you are interested in community service, Sisterhood supports the Social 
Action committee's many projects and activities. If fundraising is your thing, Sisterhood raises funds for 
SKIP (Send-a-Kid-to-Israel Partnership) and special synagogue projects such as the building expansion, 
etc. If you love fun and games, we join the Brotherhood in joint programs such as Shabbat dinner & service 
and Soup, Bread and Game Night.  
 
Our meetings are held monthly, usually on Sunday mornings beginning at 9:30. Meetings are either in the 
multipurpose room at the synagogue or at Westlake. Each meeting features a nosh and a brief business 
meeting followed by a program with informative speakers on topics of interest to all. All members and 
guests are welcome to attend the meetings.  
 
We look forward to seeing you!  
 
 

BREAST CANCER DONATION   
 
Every year Sisterhood makes a generous donation to a charity that has meaning to our members. This 
year we are supporting Harriet Rose as she participates in the Avon Walk for Breast Cancer. Along with 
fellow Etz Chaim member Alice Heinz, Harriet will be walking a marathon-and-a-half over a two-day period 
to raise funds to battle this terrible disease. 
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at Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute  
in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 
 
 
 
 

 
Thursday, July 24 - Sunday, July 27, 2008 

A 3-night mini-course featuring 
Rabbi Andrea Cosnowsky 

on “The Afterlife from a Jewish Perspective” 
 
Learn with rabbis and teachers of extraordinary talent while you relax on the shores of beautiful 
Lac La Belle. Lehrhaus is open to all adults interested in lifelong Jewish learning and living. In 
addition to studying with our exceptional faculty, Lehrhaus participants have the opportunity to 
enjoy some of the activities provided to our campers, including swimming, biking, or climbing the 
Alpine Tower. Trips to nearby places of interest will add to your experience.  Participants also 
experience Shabbat at Camp: Dinner with the entire Camp community, Shabbat morning 
services with high school youth, and a buffet lunch with the rest of Camp. 
 
The tuition is $325 per person, which includes continental breakfast, buffet lunch, Shabbat 
dinner, and all in-camp programming. Dinner Thursday and Saturday is on your own - enjoy one 
of the many fine restaurants in and around Oconomowoc. Accommodations are provided in The 
Bayit - our magnificent, renovated turn-of-the-(20th) century mansion. 
 
For additional information, see the OSRUI website (www.osrui.org) or contact Barbara Gordon 
at 847-239-6984 or bgordon@urj.org. 
 
OSRUI offers Lehrhaus programs every weekend in July, as well a new 5-day adult bike trip in 
June.  Faculty for these programs will include Rabbi Marc Berkson, Theodore Bikel, Rabbi 
Karen Kedar, and Rabbi Herman Schaalman. See our website for more information. Lehrhaus 
at OSRUI with Rabbi Andrea Cosnowsky, July 24-27, 2008 

 
Name  __________________________________________________________________ 
Address  ________________________________________________________________ 
City/State/ZIP  ___________________________________________________________ 
Phone (day) _____________________________ (evening)________________________ 
Email ______________________________Congregation__________________________ 
Roommate Request _________________________     __ Single Room ($100 surcharge) 
Any special food restrictions:__________________________        __Vegetarian 
 
Will you have a child/grandchild in Camp while you are there?  __ Yes    __ No 
If yes, name and session: ___________________________________________________ 
Please note:  Parents and grandparents of first-time OSRUI campers are kindly asked not to  
attend while their child/grandchild is a camper. 
 
Please mail this form along with your check for $325/person ($425 with single room surcharge) 
made out to OSRUI (sorry, no credit cards) to:   
Lehrhaus / OSRUI, 555 Skokie Blvd., Suite 333, Northbrook, IL  60062.  There is a $75 
cancellation fee. 
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School & Youth Activities  

�
�

Message From Our Educator 

Or Tzedek is a program for teens which is under the auspices of the Jewish Council on Urban Affairs. One 
of their programs is a summer social justice program for teens entering 10th - 12 grade. Students spend a 
week with 19 other teens in an experiential summer program that will strengthen their Jewish identity and 
clarify their commitment to social and economic justice.  

They will:  
 
Work in Chicago’s diverse communities  
Explore Jewish approaches to social justice  
Develop leadership skills  
Earn dozens of service-learning hours and enhance their college applications  
Examine urban issues and their impact  
Live in Chicago and enjoy the city in the summer!  

Visit www.ortzedek.org for more information  
 
I would like to highlight our first-grade teachers this time. Robin Lucansky has been on our staff for four 
years. During the week she teaches 3rd and 4th grade in Alsip. She loves doing anything that can be done 
outdoors. Seth Hurwitz worked with her first semester. Seth is now in Israel on EIE for the semester. He is 
a junior at Naperville North where he plays hockey. Will Forbes also helps Robin. He is an aide to one of 
the students. Will is a junior at Willowbrook High and enjoys playing guitar in his free time. Michelle Kohl is 
in her first year on our staff, but has been a public school teacher for many years. She has two children and 
is expecting her third this summer. Ben Weiskopf assists Michelle. He is a senior at Glenbard West and will 
be attending Eckerd College in the fall. Ben is a wrestler and rugby player. Sarah Peck and Rachel 
Beiersdorf are co-teaching our third class. Both worked with other teachers last year and have their own 
class this year. Sarah is a senior at Wheaton Warrenville South where she plays lacrosse. She is going to 
Purdue next year. Rachel is a senior at Wheaton North High school where she is involved in the League of 
Voters. She will be attending Roosevelt University in the fall.  

Family Israel Trip - June 2009 
Plans are underway for a family trip to Israel for summer, 2009. Many people have expressed interest so I 
have started talking to different planners about such a trip. It would be a 12 - 14 day trip probably in late 
June. Timing will actually be decided by the initial group of participants so we can meet their schedules. I 
am in the early stages of planning and have some great ideas to make it meaningful for children as well as 
adults. If you have an interest in participating in such a trip, please let me know. There is no itinerary yet 
but I can share the one we used several years ago as a sample. The trip will include visits all around the 
country and we will do jeep rides, camel rides, an archaeological dig, hiking, swimming as well as seeing 
all of the famous historical sites such as the Western Wall and Masada. On the last trip we had a few three 
generation families which was great fun. If you have any questions, please call or email me.  
 
Anne Stein  

YOM YISRAEL - last day of school  
On May 18th we will have an all school family program, YOM YISRAEL, Israel Day. Families will come to 
the synagogue at 9:15 AMfor a morning of learning and fun.There will be 17 different activities going on all 
morning. Some will be geared to younger children; some will be geared to older children; some will be for 
the whole family to do together. We will have Israeli dancing, the giant floor map of Israel, food tasting, an 
archaeological dig, scavenger hunt of facts, snorkeling in Eilat, "wine making", an opportunity to put on 
some real Dead Sea mud, etc.  A fun and meaningful time will had by all.  Everyone is welcome. 
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Walk for Israel - 2008  

The Walk with Israel will be on Sunday, May 4th. With this year being the 60th birthday of the State of 
Israel, there will be one community walk beginning at McCormick Place. You can get more information and 
register for the walk on the Federation website. There will be a short family walk as well as a 6K walk. After 
the walk there will be activities, food and wonderful entertainment. Being a part of a project in which 
thousands participate is very invigorating.  
 
We will have buses leaving from Etz Chaim at 8:30 AM. We need to know who would like to go by bus so 
we have enough room for everyone. Federation will give us buses, but they need to know who is 
registered. You can register online. On the bus you will be given a wristband and a T-shirt. Children 15 and 
under must be accompanied by an adult.  

Etz Chaim Represented on NFTY-CAR Regional Board 

We want to wish a hearty mazel tov to Seth Hurwitz, who was recently elected as the Religion and Cultural 
Vice President of the Regional Board of NFTY-CAR (Chicago Area Region). Seth is the son of Philip and 
Susan Hurwitz. We also wish a mazel tov to Al and Kathy Herbach whose nephew, Jeremy Tecktiel was 
elected as the President. 

Camp Katan 
 
Registration is now open for Camp Katan. Camp Katan meets at Etz Chaim from July 21st through 
August 1st and is for 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds. The hours are 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
 
Camp Katan has sports activities, craft activities, cooking projects, water fun and a cook-out. The cost is 
$125 for temple members and $135 for non-members. The fee for just one week is $75/$85. Each camper 
will receive a Camp Katan T-shirt. A non-refundable $40 deposit must accompany the registration form 
below. This will be deducted from the total cost of the camp. Forms will be sent to families in early summer. 
Parents will also be expected to sign up to either help with shopping before or during camp or with the 
family Shabbat dinner.  
 
Please complete the form below and return it to the temple. If you have any questions, please call the 
synagogue office at (630) 627-3912.  
 
Name _____________________________  
 
Address ___________________________  
                 
               ___________________________ 

Phone ____________________________  
 
Birthdate ______________________  
 
Temple member: yes ___ no ___  
 
T-shirt size __________  

�
�
�
�
�
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Lifeline Buying Day 
 
Come to a Lifeline buying day on Sunday, May 18th at Etz Chaim. Purchase beautiful products handmade 
at Lifeline of the Old in Jerusalem. 
 
Lifeline for the Old (Yad L’Kashish) is a sheltered workshop for the elderly and disabled in Jerusalem, 
offering work opportunities, support services, and intergenerational programs for several hundred men and 
women. About 40% of Lifeline’s budget is supported through sales of products created by their elderly and 
disabled clients. Lifeline has struggled in recent years with Israel’s decline in tourism.  
 
Congregation Etz Chaim has been a longtime champion of Lifeline. We’ve become a “branch” of the 
Jerusalem Lifeline store, selling their beautiful, handmade products at Etz Chaim and other synagogues in 
the Midwest. Their products also sell at targeted conferences and shows in the U.S. The products we’re 
selling include challah covers, afikomen covers, matzah covers, mezzuzot, talit, kippot, jewelry and many 
more.  
 
Please visit our gift shop for Lifeline products, or you can call Susan Hurwitz or Julie Evans for more 
information. 
 

 
Social Action News 

We've shipped 8 boxes of cell phones since January 2006, thus collecting $843 for Family Shelter 
Services. This organization provides many services for victims of domestic violence, including shelter, 
individual and group counseling, court advocacy and services, a hotline, as well as services for teens, 
children and Latinas.  
 
Please continue to put your old cell phones in the blue box outside of the library.  
 
Thank you for making a difference. 

 
 
 
Sisterhood Blow Out Sale 
 
Sunday, May 18th bring your checkbooks and credit cards (though cash is always appreciated) - the gift 
shop is having a BLOW OUT SALE to clear out inventory for the summer.  Most items are priced to sell, as 
low as 50 -80% off.  If you have summer Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, weddings, housewarming or other events, this 
sale should help you meet your gift needs.  Or, if you need a new menorah, seder plate or other holiday 
items, you can find them on sale.  Jewelry will be deeply discounted as well.  Bring a copy of this email to 
the gift shop and you will receive a $5 credit if you spend $50 or more - offer good only on this sale date. 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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Ulpan in the Northwest Suburbs 

GREAT NEWS for you, your fellow congregants and the entire community!  The Community Foundation for 
Jewish Education of Metropolitan Chicago's Merkaz Ivrit ( Hebrew Ulpan Center ), Chicago 's largest and 
most popular Hebrew language learning program, is coming to your area this coming fall!  

The CFJE is very pleased to respond to the many requests made by members of the community, including 
congregational members, to bring this highly acclaimed program to the northwest region.  We are thrilled to 
partner with you in this important way.   

Classes will take place at the JCYS building in Buffalo Grove ( 1700 Weiland Road /  
(847) 279-0900 ).   Some of you may know that the CFJE's Hebrew Ulpan Center has been running very 
successfully for six years in other communities, including the North Shore , Skokie and Lakeview.  

The program was developed with the adult learner in mind.  Classes are stimulating, varied and filled with 
many ways to learn language:  through speaking, reading, writing, exposure to Israeli culture, listening and 
singing.  We have students who return to us every year because they feel the program meets their high 
quality standards and is therefore well worth their time and energy.  We are proud to have earned their 
trust.   

Class Brochure  

As always, please contact me with questions at 847.410.3900 x30 or yberman@cfje.org� �

 

JUF: Women's West Connections 

Wednesday, May 21, 2008  

7:30 p.m.  

Congregation Beth Shalom, Naperville  

Featuring: Jane Shapiro  

Speaking on: “Quantity and Quality: What Judaism has to say about Sex and Family Life”  

�

 

�
�
�

 
 
 
 
 
 



15 

 
A Jewish Perspective on Grief 

A program of 

 

Coordinated by Jewish Child and Family Services*  

Join Rabbi Joe Ozarowski and Robyn Kaplan Seidman to learn the Jewish perspective on death and 
grieving and the normal stages of grief during the first year.  

WHEN : Tuesday, May 27, 2008     7:00 – 8:30 PM  
WHERE: Jewish Child and Family Services  
5150 Golf Road, Skokie  

LEADERS: Rabbi Joe Ozarowski, JHNC Chaplain  
Robyn Kaplan Seidman, LCSW  
Life Education Network Specialist  

FEE: $15 (adjustments available)     print flyer  

For Information or registration, please call Rabbi Joe Ozarowski at 847-568-5264 or Robyn Kaplan 
Seidman at 773-866-5035.  

*Participating organizations: Jewish Child and Family Services, CJE Senior Life, the Chicago Board of 
Rabbis and Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago. JFCS, CJE, and CBR are partners in serving our 
community, receiving support from the Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation 2007.  

��

 

�� �

Hadassah Needs Volunteers 

Hadassah Needs Volunteers for High School Program in Western Suburbs:  
 
Hadassah Chicago Chapter sponsors informational programs in area high schools about breast and 
testicular cancer. A medical professional and a cancer survivor attend each session with separate 
programs for boys and girls. Hadassah provides a facilitator for each session who introduces the program 
and handles the brochures and evaluations. It is a very easy job! 
 
Facilitators are needed in the western suburbs for these "Check It Out" programs. You don't have to be a 
Hadassah member, just someone interested in helping our young adults get this valuable information. You 
can volunteer for a half day or full day at one or more schools.  
 
If interested, contact Lynn Sullivan at  lys93@aol.com  I have participated several times as a facilitator. My 
two sons have also spoken as survivors of testicular cancer. It is time well spent.  
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SHOPPING AT ULTRA and SHARING with ETZ CHAIM 

Shop & Share at Ultra Foods. It's easy, simply shop at any Ultra foods and bring your receipt to the Temple 
office. That's all you have to do and Ultra will donate back 5% of your purchase. This offer is good until 
June 1. Consider SHOPPING AT ULTRA and SHARING with ETZ CHAIM. 

 
 
The Theatre of Western Springs is presenting  

 
"Morningstar Star's" by Sylvia Regan 

 
May 29th through June 8th. 

 
This play dramatizes the struggle to assimilate by the the Jewish families who landed at Ellis Island shortly 
after the turn of the 20th century.  
 
Please call the box office at (708) 246-3380 to reserve tickets and for information about group sales 
discounts.   
 
 
Apachi West Day Camp at CBS  
 
Looking for something for your kids to do this summer?  
 

There's NO Better Place for your child this summer than at 
 

APACHI WEST DAY CAMP at Congregation Beth Shalom 
 
Camp Dates June 16 - July 25, M-F, 9:00am - 3:45pm. Camp is held at Congregation Beth Shalom in 
Naperville.  (Just behind Naperville N. HS) Camp is open to boys and girls ages 4 yr old to entering 4th gr. 
Camp activities include swimming ( institutional & recreation) arts /crafts, music, dance, martial arts, rock 
climbing, weekly field trips and more... Through song, art, stories and weekly shabbat celebrations we offer 
informal and enriching way to share our Jewish culture. Campers participate in Israel Day, Shabbat 
celebrations each Friday and mini courses to choose from weekly.  
 
Minimum of 2 week registration required, but choose from 2 - 6 weeks to fit your summer schedule! Sibling 
discounts too.  $50 a day for 7 hrs of non stop fun! that's $250 weekly.  For brochure and additional 
information, call Director Elyse Degen at (630) 961-1818 ext 11 or email her at edegen@napershalom.org 
 
 
Support DuPage PADS- Clean Your Closets!  
 
DuPage PADS has recently partnered with Fundraise & Recycle Clothes Now! Drop off donations of 
clothing and soft goods at our green Donation Bin located at 703 West Liberty. F&RCN (Fundraise & 
Recycle Clothes Now) will reimburse DuPage PADS for donations collected, which helps raise funds for 
programs that assist people who are homeless in our communities. In addition, if you are having a clothing 
collection drive and have  
 
surplus items at the end of your event, our partner Fundraise & Recycle Clothes Now! will pick-up that 
surplus for you. Think of us when you are cleaning out your closets. And, since none of the donations will 
go into landfills, you are helping keep our community green! For more information, please call DuPage 
PADS at 630-682-3846 X 222.   
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Helping to Make Shiva an Easier Time for All of Us  
 
Unfortunately, the time will come when we will lose a loved one, and for most of us this will be a very 
stressful time. There will be so many things to take care of and do. But now, thanks to Karen Burstein and 
Judy Mindel, one part of sitting shiva will be less stressful  
Karen and Judy have created and donated “shiva boxes.” They contain everything one might need for 
setting up a shiva house. There are paper goods, including plates, cups, forks, knives and spoons. There 
are coffee pots and coffee. There is a water pitcher and bowl to use when returning from the cemetery. The 
boxes contain much more, all organized to make it easy to find what you need. Anyone in our congregation 
may use these items; we only ask that you replace any supplies you use when you return the boxes. Our 
Ritual and Religious committee is currently putting together a booklet on common shiva rituals and 
observances for inclusion in the box. If at any time you have a need to set up a shiva house, just call the 
temple office.  
Thank you, Karen and Judy, for this special mitzvah. These boxes were made in memory of Karen's 
mother-in-law, Gert Burstein and Judy's mother-in-law, Ruth Mindel.   
  
CJE Council for Jewish Elderly  
 
www.CAREgivinghelp.org       "We are here for those caring for older people" 
 
This FREE, interactive website features: 
 

·  Educational modules about a variety of caregiving topics, including Managing Day-to-Day Health 
Care, Helping Your Loved One Avoid Falls, Hiring Help, Making Financial, Legal, and Health Care 
Decisions.  

·  Access to a geriatric care specialist  
·  An online community where visitors can communicate with other people in similar situations  
·  A comprehensive listing of resources  
·  Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) addressing many of the questions caregivers have throughtout 

the different phases of caregiving.  
·  Exercise to help you "take a moment for yourself"  

Since 1972 CJE has provided quality programs and services to both Jewish and non-Jewish older adults 
and their families. CAREgivinghelp.org is generously sponsored by grants for the Jewish Federation of 
Metropolitan Chicago's Fund for Innovations in Health, the Retirement Research Foundation, and the 
Joseph H. and Belle R. Braun Fund.  

�

URJ Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute  
 
2008 SPRING SPECIAL PROGRAMS  
In addition to our popular summer camp, OSRUI offers a variety of special programs throughout the year.  
 
May 2-4 SHABBAT at CAMP for Young Adults  
Those in their 20s and 30s interested in exploring and experiencing Judaism can enjoy a Shabbat at 
OSRUI.  
 
May 16-18 FATHER & SON Kallah *  
Special time at Camp for dads, granddads, uncles, and the boys they love, age 6 to 13.  
 
May 28–Jun. 1 HAVA NASHIRA  
This songleading workshop is for those who teach or lead music in camps, congregations, and community 
centers.  
 
For more information or to register: www.osrui.org 847-239-6984 or Email Us 
 *This program is underwritten in part through a generous grant from the Daniel M. Soref Charitable Trust.  
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Jewish Employment Network  
 
Job Seekers experience many hopes and challenges in the job market. If you have recently been 
downsized or are thinking of changing careers, the Jewish Employment Network offers numerous options 
to assist you with your career goals: career counseling, job search strategies, networking opportunities, 
and access to monthly round tables and support groups. For more information go to www.jvschicago.org or 
call Joyce Bogolub, JVS Career Counselor, at 630-889-0548.   
 
 
A note from the Library Committee: Where to donate books  
 
Etz Chaim is fortunate to have a vibrant and vital library. Thanks to the efforts of a dedicated corps of 
volunteers and the generous contributions of the congregation to the Robert Glass Memorial Library Fund, 
the library collection grows and is kept up-to-date. 
 
If you have books that you no longer wish to keep as part of your library, please consider donating them to 
your public library or to SCARCE - School and Community Assistance for Recycling & Composting 
Education (www.bookrescue.org), located at 799 Roosevelt Rd., Bldg. 2, Suite 108, Glen Ellyn.  
 
Please do not bring books to the Etz Chaim library unless previous arrangements with the library chair 
have been made. Thank you. 
  
 
NFTY - EIE  

 
Spend a semester 
at the NFTY-EIE 
High School in 
Israel and take 

your own! 
 
Why just look at pictures in your history textbook?    
Earn High School Credit.  
Apply for the Spring or the Fall semester.  
Live in the picturesque Judean Hills on Kibbutz Tzuba.  
Discover your Jewish past as you live the Jewish present  
Learn to converse in modern Hebrew.  
Climb Masada, swim in the Dead Sea, hike from Sea to Sea, explore and camp out in the Negev.  
Travel to Poland for a week to continue your study of Modern Jewish History.  
Make new NFTY friends and build a strong Reform Community.  
  
For more information please contact 
Stacy Chassen 
Director of Admissions (212)650-4073 or schassen@urj.org  Applications and further information is 
available on the website.  
 
www.nftyisrael.org/eie or Watch Video  
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Posted April 23, 2008 
 

Terri Klaus and her family 
on the death of her father, 

Charles Riskin. 
 

Posted April 14, 2008 
  

Erin Zartmann and her family 
on the death of her great uncle, 

Don Sabatino. 
  

Shirley Suconick and her family 
on the death of her uncle, 

James Nocholas.  
 

Posted April 7, 2008 
 

Jim Ellington and his family 
on the death of his father, 

Bob Ellington. 
 

Posted March 26, 2008 
 

Neil & Judy Farber and their family 
on the death of their son, 

Zachary Farber. 
��
�
�
�
�
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Kaddish May 2-3  
04/27 Sam Feinstein  
04/27 Miriam Schwartz  
04/27 Peter Tse  
04/28 Saul Erlich  
04/28 Emma Perlstein  
04/28 David Silverstein  
04/28 Jean Wishner  
04/29 Janis Boas  
04/29 Liga Sullivan  
04/29 Morris Warshawsky  
04/30 Esther Elowe  
04/30 Mark Stallman  
05/1 Edith Hilfman  
05/3 Robert Glass 

Kaddish May 9-10  
05/5 Sharon Simons  
05/6 Andrew Fultz  
05/6 Clayton Springer  
05/7 Adeline Dvorkin  
05/7 Harry Yeager  
05/7 Moshe Zaidman  
05/8 Sheldon Krasnow  
05/8 Anna Rubin  
05/9 Harold Brewster  
05/9 Joseph Glasberg  
05/9 Esther Shallat  
05/10 Lew Farber  
05/10 Marilyn Oshansky  
05/10 Walter Swanson  
05/10 Betty Williamson  

 
Kaddish May 16-17  
05/11 Ruth Eatman  
05/11 Gertrude Fayne  
05/11 Charlotte Goldberg  
05/12 Yousef Tavana  
05/13 Frank Saliamonas  
05/14 Michael Wagner  
05/14 Dorothy Yeager  
05/15 Richard Barron  
05/15 Edward Bell  
05/15 Robert Paylor  
05/15 Robert Schachter  
05/15 Keith Stoller  

Kaddish May 23-24  
05/18 Lilian Hirsch  
05/18 Lilly Josephs  
05/18 Herman Loeb  
05/18 Pearl Schaffner  
05/18 Sarah Soreff  
05/19 Catherine Markwell  
05/19 Emma Shapiro  
05/20 Della Danziger  
05/20 Irwin Davis  
05/20 Bonnie Flint  
05/20 Geraldine Grossman  
05/20 Hanna Triffler  
05/20 Herbert Vetter  
05/21 Myran Beiersdorf  
05/21 Herbert Saywitz  
05/22 Honora Benario  
05/22 Marvin Krasnow  
05/23 Sol Bernstein  
05/23 Sylvia Schoenberg  
05/24 Matilda Bolton  �

  
�

   

 

 

�
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Senior Rabbi's  Discretionary Fund 
In honor of  Donated by 
Rabbi Bob's birthday  Lilah Warshawsky  
Laren Lofchy's Bat Mitzvah  Lofchy Family  
In memory of  Donated by 
Morris Warshawsky  Roy Warshawsky  
Esther Elowe     Lilah Warshawsky  
Assistant Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
In honor of   Donated by 
Laren Lofchy's Bat Mitzvah  Lofchy Family  
In memory of  Donated by 
Adele Nadler  LilahWarshawsky  
Sidney Blumen  Lilah Warshawsky 
Building Fund 
In memory of  Donated by 
Adeline Dvorkin  Dan & Fran Dvorkin  
Choir Fund 
In honor of  Donated by 
Life Tree Ramblers  Greg Zelman  
Life Tree Ramblers  Lilah Warshawsky  

Sherman & Mary Kimelblot  Mike, Rachel & Jared 
Kamin 

In memory of  Donated by 
Eleanor Steinman  Mike, Rachel & Jared Kamin  
Sam Rovel  Mike, Rachel & Jared Kamin  
Harry Yeager Linda Yeager 
Cultural and Social Fund 
In memory of  Donated by 
Sheldon Krasnow Eugene Krasnow  
Facility/Landscape Fund 
In honor of   Donated by 
Laren Lofchy's Bat Mitzvah  Lofchy Family  
In memory of  Donated by 
Joseph Tauster  Mark Tauster  
Matilda Bolton  Sherrell Shanahan 
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Jeremy Bruder Memorial Scholarship Fund 
In memory of Donated by 
Martin Wortsman  David Wortsman  
Zachary Farber  Elise Ciribassi  
Louis and Bettye Kaplan Social Action Fund  
In memory of Donated by 
Marvin Krasnow  Eugene Krasnow  
New Prayer Book Fund 
In memory of Donated by  
Herbert Saywitz  Ann Coffey 
Jane Khakshour  Joseph Khakshour  
Ritual and Religious Fund 
In memory of Donated by 
Eleanor Hirsch  Elise Ciribassi  
Ruth Krasnow  Eugene Krasnow  
Robert N. Glass Memorial Library Fund 
In honor of  Donated by  
Harriet Rose  Deborah Bacol 
In memory of Donated by  
James Nicholas  Charles Luner  
Robert Scott Samuels Scholarship Fund 
In memory of Donated by   
Leslie Markwell  Ken Markwell  
Sam Sarwer  Rivian Sarwer  
Joseph Glasberg Margulis Family 
Robert Scott Samuels Mike & Lisa Samuels 
Suzanne Kaufman Howard & Julie Benario 
Honora Benario Howard & Julie Benario 
Ben Sefman Howard & Julie Benario 
Ruth Joseph Memorial School Fund 
In memory of Donated by   
Eileen Walsh  Michael Walsh  
Stu Soreff Office Fund 
In memory of Donated by 
Dorothy Yeager  Linda Yeager  
Youth Groups  Fund 
In memory of Donated by 
Helen Friedman Steven Cap 
�
�
�
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The Ink Well 
A Complete Print Service 

Family Owned and Operated 
  

Visit us for all your printing & copying needs 
Wedding Invitations | Business Cards | Stationery Letterhead | Envelopes | Flyers Programs | Menus 

 School Programs | Church Bulletins | Newsletters | Booklets 
  

Let us make your work easier! 
Call today for a quote - 630.268.0050 

  
Color Copies - Black & White Copies 

Full Service Print Shop - Bindery & Faxing Services 
  

Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm 
119 E Roosevelt Rd. | Lombard, IL | 60146 

Ph: 630.268.0050 | Fax: 630.268.0170 
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