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Shabbat Services: 
 
Shabbat Re’eh  
Friday August 27, 2008  
6:30 PM Tot Shabbat 
Rabbi Cosnowsky will tell a story. 
8:15 PM Shabbat Evening Service 
Rabbi Bob will discuss, “False Prophets.” 
Oneg Host: Degan Family 
 
Saturday August 28, 2008  
10:30 AM Morning Service 
Bat Mitzvah: Sydney Degan 
 
Shabbat Shoftim  
Friday September 5, 2008  
8:15 PM Shabbat Evening Service 
SYG & JYG Installation . 
Oneg Host: Cohen Family & Youth Groups 

 
Saturday August 23, 2008  
10:30 AM Morning Service 
Bar Mitzvah: J0shua Cohen 
 
 
 
 
* Childcare is available during Friday 
evening services in our Nursery . 
 
 
Services of Special Interest:  
 

Friday September 12, 2008  
6:30 PM Tot Shabbat 

 

Friday September 26, 2008  
7:30 PM Family Service 

 

Friday October 24, 2008  
6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
 
 

 

 
 
Calendar: 

����
 
Wednesday August 27  
7:30 PM AA Meeting 
7:30 PM Israel Trip Planning 
Meeting 
 
Thursday August 28  
6:00 PM Teacher In-Service 
7:30 PM Ritual & Religious 
Committee 
7:30 PM Adult Choir 
 
Sunday August 31  
PADS 
6:30 PM AA/Al-Anon Meeting 
 
Monday September 1  
Labor Day- Office Closed 
 
Tuesday September 2  
6:30 PM Facilities Committee 
7:30 PM Social Action Committee 
7:30 PM Adult Choir 
 
Wednesday September 3  
9:00 AM Preschool 
6:00 PM School Committee 
7:30 PM AA Meeting 
 
Thursday September 4  
9:00 AM Preschool 
7:30 PM Adult Choir 
 
Friday September 5  
9:00 AM Preschool 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Sunday September 7  
9:00 AM Committee Rush 
9:00 AM Religious School Opening Day 
PADS 
11:30 AM Temple Picnic Coordinated 
by Brotherhood 
6:30 PM AA/Al-Anon Meeting 
 
Monday September 8  
6:30 PM Office & Communications 
Committee 
7:00 PM PADS Meeting 
 
Tuesday September 9  
12:00 PM Seniors Lunch Meeting 
7:00 PM Executive Committee 
7:30 PM Family Israel Trip Planning 
Meeting 
 
Wednesday September 10  
9:00 AM Preschool 
4:00 PM Hebrew School 
7:30 PM AA Meeting 
 
�
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Worship  
�

At our services on Friday September 5th we will begin to use our new prayer book, Mishkan T’filah. 
We will hold study programs to introduce our members to the new book before services on 
September 5th and 12th at 7:30 PM in the library. We also have a Sunday morning study session 
on September 21st in the sanctuary at 9:45 AM.  
 
A key innovation in the Friday night service in Mishkan T’filah is the two page spread for each 

prayer. On the right hand page we will find the Hebrew text of the prayer, a transliteration of the Hebrew in 
English letters and a faithful English translation. On the facing left hand page we will see two English 
interpretations of the prayer. All three English versions of the prayer will conclude with the Hebrew 
Chatimah, the Batruch Ata Adonai….. which concludes Hebrew prayers.  
 
We will try the readings on for size. There will be variety from week to week. I am confident that the 
members of the congregation will let me know which English version they like. I expect that some of the 
readings will stay in the rotation and others will drop out  
 
Another difference is that the book does not use italics to indicate the Congregation's parts. Rabbi 
Cosnowsky and I will signal the congregation to join in.  
 
We will see a few changes in the in the Hebrew. I will briefly list the changes here. I will explain them in 
depth in the study sessions.  
 
• In the list of the matriarchs in the Avot, we will recite Rachel and then Leah.  
• The 19th century Reformers removed many reference to the Land of Israel from the liturgy. Mishkan    
T’filah brings these lines back to our prayers. In the Yotzair, recited after the Barchu in the morning, we will 
now read, “Or Chadash Al Tziyon Tair V'nizkeh Chulanu M'heirah L'oro, Shine a new light upon Zion, and 
may we all swiftly merit its radiance.”  
• The seasonal prayers for wind, rain and dew for the Land of Israel have returned to the G'vurot. From 
Sukkot to Pesach we will recite, “Mashiv HaRuach U'Morid Hagashem, cause the wind to blow and the rain 
to fall.” From Pesach to Sukkot will recite “Morid HaTal, cause the dew to fall.”  
• The 19th century Reformers changed a key word in the G'vurot. The traditional text of the prayer 
describes God as “M'chayei HaMaitim, who gives life to the dead.” The early reformers saw this as a 
reference to physical resurrection in the time of the messiah. They rewrote the prayer describing God as 
“M'chayei Hakol, who gives life to all.” The editorial committee chose to include both phrases in Mishkan 
T’filah. The interest in returning to the traditional M'chayei HaMaitim grows mostly out of an understanding 
the term as a metaphor. We experience times when we feel ourselves to be dead and then we hopefully 
experience a return to alive, feeling like ourselves again. Our Ritual and Religious Committee has selected 
the M'chayei HaMaitim for our services. I am planning on discussing this topic in greater depth during my 
sermon at Kol Nidre. You can read more about this topic in an article by Professor Richard Sarason at 
http://urj.org/Articles/index.cfm?id=10565&pge_prg_id=56883&pge_id=450  
 
RABBI ELYSE D. FRISHMAN, the editor of Mishkan T’filah concludes her introduction to the book with 
these words:  
“The title Miskhan T'filah is drawn from Exodus 25:8 where God commands us to build a portable sanctuary 
that can accompany us on our wanderings. “And let them build Me a sanctuary that I may dwell among 
them.” Mishkan T'filah is a dwelling place for prayer, one that moves with us wherever we might be 
physically or spiritually. It offers the opportunity for God, the individual and community to meet.  
The desert mishkan was a portable sanctuary. Its care was guarded by the Levites and the priests yet it 
invited all to bring their offerings. Today, we are all caretakers of Mishkan T'filah; may our offerings be 
acceptable before God. May all who enter find joy, solace and meaning.”  
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 High Holidays 2008 

 
The Jewish New Year, 5769, begins at sundown on Monday, September 29th. Our High 
Holiday Services will take place as follows:  
  
 
Erev Rosh Hashanah:        Monday, September 29th                 8:15 PM  
Rosh Hashanah:                Tuesday, September 30th              10:00 AM 
Children's Service              Tuesday, September 30th                2:30 PM             
Rosh Hashanah:                Wednesday, October 1st                10:00 AM 
Kol Nidrei:                          Wednesday, October 8th                  8:15 PM 

                    Yom Kippur:                       Thursday, October 9th                    10:00 AM  
                    Children's Service              Thursday, October 9th                      1:15 PM 
   
 
The synagogue does not provide High Holiday prayer books at these services. Each family is responsible 
for bringing its own prayer books. If you need to purchase High Holiday prayer books, contact the temple 
office. 
 
On the mornings of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we hold Junior Congregation at the same time as the 
adult services, for children in grades 3 through 6. Junior Congregation consists of age-appropriate holiday 
services, as well as other holiday-related activities. 
  
The Sisterhood provides High Holiday babysitting on the mornings of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur for 
children who are too young for Junior Congregation. You must register for this babysitting in advance and 
space is limited. For information and a sign-up form, contact the temple office.  
 
After our Erev Rosh Hashanah service, we have the opportunity to visit with our Etz Chaim friends at a 
wonderful High Holiday Oneg, and we gather with our fellow congregants at the end of Yom Kippur to 
break the fast. Sisterhood sponsors these, and volunteers are needed to provide food for both events as 
well as harvest breads for Sukkot. For more information, contact the temple office.  
 
One of the very special things about our High Holiday services is that so many congregants participate in 
the service. Some read parts in English, some read parts in Hebrew, some read Torah.   
 
Tickets are required for admittance to our High Holiday services. Please contact the synagogue office for 
ticket purchase information. 
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Selichot Service - Saturday, September 20th 
On a Saturday night before Rosh Hashanah, we begin to recite the prayers of repentance. The Selichot 
service is the only Jewish worship experience which takes place in the middle of the night. To emphasize 
the holiness of the moment and the humility with which we approach God, we do not use the electric lights 
to illuminate the sanctuary. Rather, we conduct the service by candlelight. The service is an overture for 
the High Holiday liturgy. We say and sing the words and melodies which form the prayers of Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 

  

Our evening will begin at 9:30 PM with Havdalah followed by a study program. Dr. Michael 
Graves will lead the study program for Selichot. His topic will be "What I as a Christian Have 
Learned from Rabbinic texts." Dr. Graves is an assistant Professor of Old Testament at 
Wheaton College. He earned his Ph. D. from the Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati, where 
Rabbi Bob and Rabbi Cosnowsky were ordained. His area of expertise is Midrash. Rabbi Bob 
and Dr. Graves have become friends through their participation in a dialogue group for Chicago 

rabbis and Wheaton Bible professors. We might be surprised 
 
 

Artist In Residence 

����������	�
��	�
���

Do you like to cook?  

Are you a Food Network junkie?   

  

If you have answered "yes" to any of the questions above, then you do not want to miss the Artist in 
Residence September 13 and 14 when Congregation Etz Chaim  welcomes Tina Wasserman as our Artist 
in Residence. 

Congregation Etz Chaim welcomes Tina Wasserman as our Artist In Residence. Tina is a cooking 
instructor, food writer and food columnist for Reform Judaism Magazine. She has been recognized as an 
outstanding teacher of Kosher cooking. Tina will be coming to Etz Chaim just in time for the High Holidays.  
 
On Saturday September 13th from 1:00-3:00 PM her program wll be a lunch and learn which will help 
participants prepare (a) simple but delicious dishes which are perdect to serve during break the Fast for 
Yom Kippur. Participants will be asked to bring either tuna salad or egg salad to be enjoyed while we 
cample Tina's delicious food recipes which have been prepared in advance.   

On Saturday evening, from 7:00-10:00 PM, after Havdalah, Tina will teach participants how to prepare (the) 
wonderful dishes for Erev Rosh Hashanah dinner. Participants will be asked to bring their own pan and 
spatula that evening.  Both programs are free, but you must register at cecartinrestina@yahoo.com for one 
or both programs no later than September 10th, so we will have enough food prepared. Please include 
your contact information; name, phone number and email address, as well as which dish you could 
prepare, tuna or egg salad. Also, if you are interested in helping us prepare Tina's famous kugel in 
advance, let us know. Space will be limited so get your registration in as early as possible.  
 
On Sunday September 14th , from 9:15-11:30, AM our 10th graders will have the opportunity to cook and 
learn with Tina. Parents are invited to observe, but only the students will be participating. For more 
information please call the Temple office. 
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Torah Study 
The regular session of our Torah Study group will resume on Saturday, September 6th. Torah Study group 
meets on Saturday mornings starting at 9:00 AM. We study the text of the Bible in sequence. We meet on 
Saturday Mornings at 9:00 AM. We study the text of the Bible in sequence. For many, many years the 
weekly Torah Study group has been a highlight of my week. We are currently in the Second Book of Kings. 
We are reading the story of the prophet Elisha. 
 
We look at the text in the context of our lives and our ideas. Our explorations of the text always touch on 
what is going on in the large world and in our Etz Chaim world. While we avoid fancy scholarly vocabulary, 
our conversations regularly return to big themes, such as; leading Jewish lives in the modern world, our 
relationship with God, our understanding of truth and truths and our connection to the Jewish People and 
the Land of Israel. 
 
In recent years several of the long time stalwarts of the Torah Study group have died. Others have moved 
away. Our Torah Study group needs new members. I believe that many of you would enjoy and be 
enriched by participating in our weekly conversations. I invite you to refresh our group and by doing so 
refresh your lives. 
 
There are no prerequisites for joining the Torah Study Group. We have varying backgrounds but share an 
interest in the Biblical text and conversation. You do not have to commit to attending every Saturday. 
 
Years ago when members of the group had young children we arranged for child care during the hour and 
fifteen minutes of Torah Study. If there is interest we could do this again. 
 
If you have any questions or need more information, contact Rabbi Bob.  
 
 
 
Lulav and Etrog Orders��
This year Sukkot will begin on Monday evening, October 13th.  It's a time for building Sukkah's, smelling 

the Etrog, and shaking the Lulav. For those of you who would like to order your own 
Etrog and Lulav they are available in 5 different "grades" (most people order the 
Standard set). 
  
            Standard set                 $45.00 
            Quality set                    $55.00 

                      Deluxe set                    $70.00 
                     Special Deluxe              $85.00 
                     Premium Deluxe           $100.00 
  
You can call or email the office cec.office@comcast.net to place your orders. However, payment (check or 
credit card) must be received before your order can be processed 
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Adult Activities 
�

Message From Our President 

I hope everyone is enjoying these last beautiful summer days, as Fall will be here before we 
know it. Anne Stein, along with our office staff and school committee, has been working 
diligently to get ready for the first day of religious school on September 7th. Please do your part 
and get your school registration in this week. We all want school to start out as smoothly as 
possible for our students and teachers.  

Our sincere thanks go to Karen Friedman, who along with Allan Carter has coordinated our 
PADS Program for the past 5 years. Karen will be stepping down from her current role this year. 

Karen’s ongoing efforts have touched the lives of countless people and have been an inspiration to many 
others. She has worked diligently and compassionately to insure that our PADS sight would provide more 
than just shelter, she truly cares about people. Her caring and enthusiasm are contagious. Todah Rabah 
Karen from your Etz Chaim family . 
 
Many thanks go to Julie Benario and the membership committee for a great prospective member brunch. 
Additional thanks to the board members who were on hand to greet people and show them around and to 
the publicity people for getting the word out. All of these people helped to make this event a huge success.  
 
On August 11th, Rabbi Jonah Pesner from ‘Just Congregations’ along with members of the Social Action 
Committee spoke about congregation based community organizing. The positive energy in the room was 
inspiring. Thank you to Rabbi Pesner for being with us and to Rabbi Cosnowsky, Mary Hason, Roberta 
Jacobson, and the Social Action Committee for arranging this excellent program.  
 
Recently, a dedicated core of volunteers, led by Ellen Mandel, has finished an extensive inventory of our 
library.�Thank you to them for taking on this task. If you have library materials that have been summer 
vacationing at your house, now would be the perfect time to bring them back.  
 
Come join us on Sunday morning, September 7th for ‘Committee Rush’ in the Stoller-Soreff Social Hall. All 
of our committees will have representatives to talk with and displays to look at. This is a great opportunity 
to learn what the various committees do in our congregation. The ever-popular Tumler Program will be 
back again this year. Enjoy noshing on bagels and cream cheese while schmoozing with old friends and 
meeting new people. Whether you’re a long time congregant, new member, or somewhere in between, 
come see what’s new to get involved in at Etz Chaim.  
 
On Sunday, September 7th, the Brotherhood will once again be doing something new. This year they will 
be sponsoring a Back to School Picnic starting at 11:30. They will be serving lunch for $2.00 a person, 
everyone is welcome, and you don’t have to have a student in Religious School to attend.  
 
Be sure to mark your calendar for Sept 7th. Come for ‘Committee Rush’ and The Brotherhood Picnic.  

See you on there!  
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Beginning Hebrew and Conversational Hebrew  
Beginning Hebrew  - Beginning Hebrew Class will be taught by Cindy Michalassi. The classes will 
meet from 7:00 PM-8:00 PM on Wednesday evenings at Congregation Etz Chaim. The class will 
begin after Sukkot and will run according to the Religious school calendar. The dates are: October 
22, 29, November 5, 12, 19, December 3, 10, 17. The cost is $50 for the eight classes which 
includes the book, "Teach Yourself to Read Hebrew" from EKS. If you are still interested in 
participating, please email Rabbi Cosnowsky that you will be there in order to know how many 
books need to be ordered. If finances are an issue, please email Rabbi Cosnowsky and a 
special arrangement can be made. 
 
Conversational Hebrew  - Conversational Hebrew will be taught by Dina Soker. The classes will 
meet on Sundays after Religious School. The dates are: October 12, 19, 26, November 2, 9, 16, 
23, December 7, 14. The cost for the class is $60. If you are still interested in participating, please 
email Rabbi Cosnowsky. 
�
�
�

Gift Shop News  
 
We have just what you need for Back-to-School, including Hebrew alphabet flash 
cards, fantastic tzedakah purses, coloring books and games. For the fall festival 
season we have a range of gifts and High Holiday items like games, puzzles and 
stickers for the kids and incredible apples & honey sets, etrog boxes and 
tzedakah boxes to keep for yourself or to give as gifts.  
 
Come see our new FEATURED ARTIST area, which throughout the year will 

showcase the works of different Jewish artists such as Irene Helitzer, Gary Rosenthal, Tamara Baskin and 
Seeka, just to mention a few.  
 
You will find something special at the Sisterhood Gift Shop every time you look, so visit us often!  
 
Mention this article and receive $5.00 off your purchase of $50.00 or more.  

 

 

Israel Family Trip Dates Set 

Plans are coming together for our family trip next summer. The trip will begin on June 9th for twelve days. 
On September 9th at 7:00 PM, Peter Abelow from Keshet, an educational experience program in Israel, will 
be at Etz Chaim to meet with people that are interested in the trip. He will explain the entire program and 
will answer any questions people have. If you are interested in attending this meeting please contact Anne 
Stein about your interest in the trip. If you want to see the preliminary agenda or the pricing, Anne is happy 
to share that with you too. 
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Regional Biennial Convention  

URJ Great Lake Council  
WRJ Midwest District  

Regional Biennial Convention  
November 6-9, 2008  

THE PFISTER HOTEL, Milwaukee, Wisconsin  

Exploring Our Tree of Life  – Etz Chaim Chai. What is our Tree of Life? Respect for the environment, 
enriching our Jewish identities, enhancing our congregations, connecting with new and old friends – these 
combine to form our Tree.  
 
Plans are underway to create an enriching, stimulating, and spiritual weekend for you to meet with new and 
old friends. You will have the opportunity to study with esteemed scholars, to worship with clergy from all 
over our region, to be entertained by some of the Reform Movement’s most exciting artists, and to share 
experiences with congregants and leaders from our area.  
 
Every two years our region gathers for four days for study, prayer, instruction and connection. Without you: 
temple leaders, temple members, clergy, staff and others, none of this can take place. For the second time 
in a row, The Women of Reform Judaism – Midwest District and the Union for Reform Judaism Great 
Lakes Council will hold their Biennial in the beautiful Pfister Hotel in downtown Milwaukee.  
 
We have amazing scholars, teachers and leaders to facilitate programs and share their experiences with 
us. Our guest include: Rabbi Eric H. Yoffie, President of the URJ; Mark Pelavin, Associate Director of the 
Religious Action Center; Kathy Kahn, Director of the URJ Department of Outreach and Membership. 
Additionally, we are honored to welcome Dr. Andrea Weiss, Associate Professor of Bible at HUC-JIR and 
co-editor of The Torah: A Woman’s Commentary and rabbis and lay leaders from our own region.��
�
This weekend is not only for leaders, but for anyone interested in a very special study, worship, and 
community experience. We will fill your days with activities and we will celebrate a restful and meaningful 
Shabbat together. And we will nourish our community so that it will grow healthy and strong.  
 
Mark your calendars now. Make your plans. Please join us. More information will follow soon and you can 
always check: http://www.urj.org/glc� 

 

School & Youth Activities  

�
�

Message From Our Educator 

�In less than two weeks we will be opening our doors for the new school year. On that first day 
we will kick off our “Year of Family Learning and Doing Together” with our Climbing the Tree of 
Life Through Ma’aseem Toveem (doing good). Every family will receive a booklet that is theirs 
to use throughout the year. The program will be explained fully for the primary grade children at 
Etz Chaim and for the Hebrew department children at Glenn Westlake, both at the beginning of 
the morning.  

 
Through this program families are asked to complete eighteen (Chai) tasks during the year. There are 
tasks in three categories: Torah, Avodah and Gemilut Chasadim. The booklet will give suggested activities.  
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A few examples under Torah (study) would be: 1) read a book with a Jewish theme and make a poster that 
could be used to advertise the book; 2) teach someone about an aspect of Judaism. Under Avodah 
(worship), a few options are 1) invite another family to your home to celebrate Shabbat or another holiday; 
2) learn two new blessings that you did not know before. For Gemilut Chasadim two ideas are: 1) visit or 
take a meal to a congregant who is ill or home bound; 2) participate in the Yom Kippur food drive. For each 
category there are at least 14 ideas, with the option of creating your own idea.  
 
We did this program several years ago and families that completed the program received a beautiful 
Havdalah set. This year’s gift is a surprise! We hope that we have many families that participate.  
 
I look forward to seeing everyone on September 7th. Our staff is ready for another wonderful year. Most of 
the teachers are returning and we have a few new members. I’m excited to get the year going! If you have 
any questions, please let me know.   
 
Wanted: College Student Addresses� 
Each year, the Youth Committee collects college student snail mail addresses and email addresses. Why? 
Because we want to keep our college students connected to the Etz Chaim community. How? We send 
them the E-Bulletin, "goodie" boxes at festive times of the year, and list them in the Kesher (URJ) directory 
of Jewish college students.  
  
We need both regular mailing addresses and email addresses of freshmen as well as returning college 
students. Addresses are not saved from school year to school year, so we need addresses even if you sent 
them in past years. Please send address information to the synagogue office ASAP by email at 
cec.office2@congetzchaim.org or contact Susan Hurwitz or Mike Marion in the office at (630) 627-3912.   

 
Computers Needed 

The computer lab is looking for gently used computers for the computer lab.  If your 
computer is a few years old but not being used anymore, please email Anne with 
specifics.  We are looking to upgrade the lab this summer and have at least three or 
four computers that are too old to work well.  We could also use a few more laptops 
for use at Westlake. 

 
 

 

 

Looking For Old CD's & DVD’s  
 

Do you have CDs or DVD’s at home that you have never used or have outlived their 
use?  The school is looking for CDs that can be used for sukkah decorations.  We will 
have a box in the lobby by the gift shop.  Anytime you are coming to the building, please 
bring any CDs you have around the house that are no longer used. 

�
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Past Events & Activities 
�
�

 
Rabbi Jonah Pesner's Talk at Etz Chaim - August 11th 

�
As a teen, Rabbi Jonah Pesner learned about social action from Rabbi David Saperstein 
when he and other teens spent a weekend learning at the new Reform Action Center, the 
RAC, in Washington D.C. They studied Jewish texts and their applicability to social and 
economic justice and then lobbied their congressmen.  
 
Recently, in 2006, Rabbi Pesner and his congregation, Temple Israel of Boston, celebrated 

when Massachusetts passed historic health care reform which, when fully effectuated, will mean that 
hundreds of thousands of people will for the first time receive quality, affordable health care. This 
happened after several years of organizing; first in their congregation and then with other faith-based 
congregations in Boston and through out the state. Hundreds of members of their temple participated in 
one on one conversations and shared their stories, their concerns, and their vision for a more just world. 
Leaders identified justice issues that were deeply and widely felt by members who then ratified and an 
action plan that they committed to engage in directly. As he told us his story, we all felt his passion. His 
temple still has programs like ours of providing food and shelter to those in need but along with their 
CBCO, congregational-based community organization, they have also helped to bring about change – to 
build a more just society.  
 
In addition to Rabbi Pesner telling his story, we at CEC had a chance to tell our story on August 11th. 
Along with the more than fifty people who attended, we heard about what the social action committee has 
done, is doing and will be doing. We learned about our own CBCO, DuPage United, and some of the work 
that it and our congregants are doing to preserve middle income housing in Downers Grove. We also 
learned about the forty one on one conversations which have taken place with members of Congregation 
Etz Chaim and will continue with all new members. Most important we began telling our stories to each 
other as we all participated in mini one on ones. Many then shared how it felt to connect with another about 
our concerns and passions. Rabbi Pesner congratulated us on all that we have done and offered 
assistance through Just Congregations http://urj.org/justcongregations as we continue to build our own Just 
Congregation. He cautioned us to be patient. Only after strengthening our congregation with our relational-
building initiative of one on one conversations, will we know what Congregation Etz Chaim sees as 
compelling justice issues. This takes time and the actions of many people. We look forward to this work 
and continued work with Rabbi Pesner. 

�
�
�
�
�
���������	�
  
�
�

 
High Holiday Mailing Information 
On Friday, August 8th, the first of our High Holiday mailings were sent out.  Included in this mailing was a 
letter from our President, Rabbis and Ritual and Religious committee with information and forms about 
parking, services, babysitting, prayer books, yahrzeits, and tickets. Please read all of the information 
carefully and be aware of all the deadline dates that are listed.�
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The mailing was sent to all congregants who have filled out and sent in their dues commitment forms. This 
year, the forms stated that first quarter dues were be payable by August 1, 2008.  If you haven't sent in 
your forms yet, we ask for you to take a few minutes, fill them out, and send them in.  If you didn't receive 
your dues/religious school forms, please contact the Temple office immediately. 
  
Our next High Holiday mailing will be to send you your tickets�  

 
 
 
Tallit Holder 
The Ritual & Religious Committee is pleased to announce that a Tallit (prayer shawl) holder has been 
installed in the main classroom hallway directly across from the restrooms. A Tallit should not be worn in a 
bathroom, so if you need to leave the Sanctuary, place your Tallit on the back of your chair. If you should 
forget please use the hooks on the Tallit holder.�  
  
Thank you to Bruce Faine and the facilities committee for completing this project. 
 
 
 

 

REGISTER TO VOTE: Sunday, September 14th at Etz Chaim  
Register so you can vote in the election November 4th. It is quick and easy. Roberta & Beryl 
Jacobson will be registering brand new voters, and those new to Illinois, or those needing an 
address change. We will be in the lobby at Etz Chaim during Sunday School on 9/14/08, 
from 9 AM to 11:45 AM. Bring 2 pieces of identification, your driver's license or state ID card, 
plus any other credit card or ID with your name. One ID should have your current address; 
you can use a piece of mail to show your current address.   

��

 
 
 
 
Manna �

 
It's that time of year again to begin thinking about Etz Chaim's primary fundraiser each year. 
The Manna Gift Card program will begin staring September 14th.  
 
 
 
�
�
�

�
�
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Jews In Recovery 

Presenting the 4th Annual Spirituality Day 

Jews in Recovery Finding Spirituality in Judaism 
 

Sunday, Sept. 14, 2008 
1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

Bernard Horwich JCC 
3003 W Touhy Ave, Chicago 

 
Supporting you in times of illness and loss 

Jewish Healing 
Network of Chicago 

For information and to register, call 
Marcy Cohn at 847 568 5100  

Jewish Healing Network of Chicago is administered by Jewish Child & Family Services in collaboration with 
CJE Seniorlife, the Chicago Board of Rabbis and Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation.  

 
Free of Charge 

Kosher refreshments served. 

 

Friends of the Israel Defense Forces 

Friends of the Israel Defense Forces, Central Region 
along with Dinner Chairmen Israel Levy and Craig Bernfield 

invite you to attend a gala dinner honoring 
The BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE IDF 

 
Celebrating Israel @ 60 

And Honoring Arie Zweig 
for his tireless efforts on behalf of Israel's soldiers 

 
Saturday, September 27,2009 

Navy Pier 
600 East Grand Avenue, Chicago 

8:00 pm Registration will begin at 7:30 pm 
 

Featuring special guest speaker IDF Major General Benny Gantz 
Israel Defense Attache to the United States 

and 
World Renowned Entertainer - Hershey Felder 
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For more information or to RSVP, please contact the FIDF office 
at 312.372.8500 

 

 

The Humanitarin Service Project 
The Humanitarin Service Project (where we donate our mac & cheese groggers) is in desperate need of 
the following items for their food drive: 
 
tuna, canned meats and meals, hot cereals, boxed pasta meals, canned  
fruits and vegetables, instat jello, noodles, powdered beverages,  
non-perishable condiments and snack foods. 
 
The address is: 
The Humanitarian Service Project 
1425 Neltor Blvd. (Highway 59) 
West Chicago, IL. 60185 
(630) 231-1542 

 

Social Action News 

Bring your cell phones to the donation box in the lobby for the benefit of Family Shelter Services. This effort 
has raised hundreds of dollars for this worthy cause already. Thank you all 
 
 

Ulpan in the Northwest Suburbs 

GREAT NEWS for you, your fellow congregants and the entire community!  The Community Foundation for 
Jewish Education of Metropolitan Chicago's Merkaz Ivrit ( Hebrew Ulpan Center ), Chicago 's largest and 
most popular Hebrew language learning program, is coming to your area this coming fall!  

The CFJE is very pleased to respond to the many requests made by members of the community, including 
congregational members, to bring this highly acclaimed program to the northwest region.  We are thrilled to 
partner with you in this important way.   

Classes will take place at the JCYS building in Buffalo Grove ( 1700 Weiland Road /  
(847) 279-0900 ).   Some of you may know that the CFJE's Hebrew Ulpan Center has been running very 
successfully for six years in other communities, including the North Shore , Skokie and Lakeview.  

The program was developed with the adult learner in mind.  Classes are stimulating, varied and filled with 
many ways to learn language:  through speaking, reading, writing, exposure to Israeli culture, listening and 
singing.  We have students who return to us every year because they feel the program meets their high 
quality standards and is therefore well worth their time and energy.  We are proud to have earned their 
trust.   

As always, please contact me with questions at 847.410.3900 x30 
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Support DuPage PADS- Clean Your Closets!  
 
DuPage PADS has recently partnered with Fundraise & Recycle Clothes Now! Drop off donations of 
clothing and soft goods at our green Donation Bin located at 703 West Liberty. F&RCN (Fundraise & 
Recycle Clothes Now) will reimburse DuPage PADS for donations collected, which helps raise funds for 
programs that assist people who are homeless in our communities. In addition, if you are having a clothing 
collection drive and have  
 
surplus items at the end of your event, our partner Fundraise & Recycle Clothes Now! will pick-up that 
surplus for you. Think of us when you are cleaning out your closets. And, since none of the donations will 
go into landfills, you are helping keep our community green! For more information, please call DuPage 
PADS at 630-682-3846 X 222.   
 
Helping to Make Shiva an Easier Time for All of Us  
 
Unfortunately, the time will come when we will lose a loved one, and for most of us this will be a very 
stressful time. There will be so many things to take care of and do. But now, thanks to Karen Burstein and 
Judy Mindel, one part of sitting shiva will be less stressful Karen and Judy have created and donated “shiva 
boxes.” They contain everything one might need for setting up a shiva house. There are paper goods, 
including plates, cups, forks, knives and spoons. There are coffee pots and coffee. There is a water pitcher  
and bowl to use when returning from the cemetery. The boxes contain much more, all organized to make it 
easy to find what you need. Anyone in our congregation  
may use these items; we only ask that you replace any supplies you use when you return the boxes. Our 
Ritual and Religious committee is currently putting together a booklet on common shiva rituals and  
observances for inclusion in the box. If at any time you have a need to set up a shiva house, just call the 
temple office.  
 
Thank you, Karen and Judy, for this special mitzvah. These boxes were made in memory of Karen's 
mother-in-law, Gert Burstein and Judy's mother-in-law, Ruth Mindel.   
  
 
Jewish Employment Network  
 
Job Seekers experience many hopes and challenges in the job market. If you have recently been 
downsized or are thinking of changing careers, the Jewish Employment Network offers numerous options 
to assist you with your career goals: career counseling, job search strategies, networking opportunities, 
and access to monthly round tables and support groups. For more information go to www.jvschicago.org or 
call Joyce Bogolub, JVS Career Counselor, at 630-889-0548.   
 
 
 
A note from the Library Committee: Where to donate books  
 
Etz Chaim is fortunate to have a vibrant and vital library. Thanks to the efforts of a dedicated corps of 
volunteers and the generous contributions of the congregation to the Robert Glass Memorial Library Fund, 
the library collection grows and is kept up-to-date. 
 
If you have books that you no longer wish to keep as part of your library, please consider donating them to 
your public library or to SCARCE - School and Community Assistance for Recycling & Composting 
Education (www.bookrescue.org), located at 799 Roosevelt Rd., Bldg. 2, Suite 108, Glen Ellyn.  
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Please do not bring books to the Etz Chaim library unless previous arrangements with the library chair 
have been made. Thank you. 
  
 
 
NFTY - EIE  

 
Spend a semester 
at the NFTY-EIE 
High School in 
Israel and take 

your own! 
 

Why just look at pictures in your history textbook?  
Earn High School Credit. 

Apply for the Spring or the Fall semester. 
Live in the picturesque Judean Hills on Kibbutz Tzuba. 

Discover your Jewish past as you live the Jewish present 
Learn to converse in modern Hebrew. 

Climb Masada, swim in the Dead Sea, hike from Sea to Sea, explore and camp out in the Negev. 
Travel to Poland for a week to continue your study of Modern Jewish History. 

Make new NFTY friends and build a strong Reform Community. 
 

For more information please contact 
Stacy Chassen 

Director of Admissions (212) 650-4073 
 
      
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

��

  
�
�

Beth Joens and her family 
on the death of her father, 

Maurice Gordoni. 
  

Cynthia Blew and her family 
on the death of her father, 

Richard Corey. 
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Steven & Ruth Pordes 
on the marriage of their son, 

Michael to Kim Corder. 

Bruce & Michele Miller 
on the engagement of their daughter, 

Judy to Jeff Reist. 
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The Ink Well 
A Complete Print Service 

Family Owned and Operated 
  

Visit us for all your printing & copying needs 
Wedding Invitations | Business Cards | Stationery Letterhead | Envelopes | Flyers Programs | Menus 

 School Programs | Church Bulletins | Newsletters | Booklets 
  

Let us make your work easier! 
Call today for a quote - 630.268.0050 

  
Color Copies - Black & White Copies 

Full Service Print Shop - Bindery & Faxing Services 
  

Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm 
119 E Roosevelt Rd. | Lombard, IL | 60146 

Ph: 630.268.0050 | Fax: 630.268.0170 
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