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December 3, 2008

Shabbat Services:

Shabbat Vayetze

Friday December 5, 2008

8:15 PM Shabbat Evening Service
Rabbi Bob will discuss, “A Dear Friend |
Hardly Knew.”

Oneg Host: Jablow-Spertus

Saturday December 6, 2008
9:00 AM Torah Study

10:30 AM Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah: Hannah Jablow

Shabbat Vayishlach

Friday December 12, 2008

6:30 PM Tot Shabbat

Anne Stein will tell a story.

8:15 PM Shabbat Evening Service

Rabbi Cosnowsky will discuss, “It's Never Too
Late.”

Oneg Host: Rostein Family

Saturday December 13, 2008

9:00 AM Torah Study
10:30 AM Morning Service
B’nai Mitzvah: Marina & Tamara Rostein

Shabbat Vayeshev
Friday December 19, 2008

8:15 PM Shabbat Evening Service
Rabbi Bob will discuss, “Understanding
Hanukkah.”

Oneg Host: Ritual & Religious

Saturday December 20, 2008
NO Morning Service
NO Torah Study

Shabbat Miketz

Friday December 26, 2008

7:30 PM Shabbat Family Hanukkah Service
Peyton Blew baby naming

Oneg Host: Sisterhood & Blew Family

Saturday December 27, 2008
NO Torah Study

NO Morning Service

Calendar:

Wednesday December 3

9:00 AM Preschool

4:00 PM Hebrew School

7:00 PM AA Meeting

7:30 PM Adult Beginning Hebrew
Class

Thursday December 4
9:00 AM Preschool

7:30 PM Ritual & Religious
Committee

Friday December 5
9:00 AM Preschool

Sunday December 7
9:00 AM Religious School

Tumlar

37" Grade Family Program
Manna Order Deadline

9:30 AM Sisterhood Meeting
11:30 AM Junior Choir

JYG Helping with PADS
PADS

6:30 PM AA/Al-Anon Meeting

Monday December 8
6:30 PM Office &
Communications Committee

Tuesday December 9

12:00 PM Seniors Meeting
7:00 PM Executive Committee
6:30 PM Adult Choir

Wednesday December 10

9:00 AM Preschool

4:00 PM Hebrew School

Pickup Manna Orders

7:00 PM School Committee

7:00 PM AA Meeting

7:30 PM Adult Beginning Hebrew
Class

Thursday December 11
9:00 AM Preschool
7:30 PM 2009-2010 Budget Meeting

Friday December 12
9:00 AM Preschool

Saturday December 13
5:00 PM SYG Presents Movie Night

Sunday December 14

9:00 AM Religious School
Tumlar

7" Grade Family Program
11:30 AM Junior Choir

12:00 PM Youth Committee
PADS

6:30 PM AA/Al-Anon Meeting

Monday December 15
7:00 PM PADS Concert Planning
Meeting

Tuesday December 16
7:30 PM Board Meeting

Wednesday December 17

9:00 AM Preschool

4:00 PM Hebrew School

4:00 PM Sisterhood Hanukkah Craft
Party

7:00 PM AA Meeting

7:30 PM Adult Beginning Hebrew Class
7:30 PM Congregational Retreat
Planning Meeting

* Childcare is available during Friday
evening services in our Nursery.

Services of Special Interest:
Friday January 9. 2008
6:30 PM Tot Shabbat

Friday January 30, 2008
7:30 PM Family Service




NOTICE

Please note that the next E-Bulletin will be December 31st, the
deadline for all articles is December 29th.

Worshii

Message From Rabbi Cosnowsky

Thank you for your overwhelming response to my letter. Many of you asked for a copy and
permission to send it on to friends, loved ones, etc. | am making it available so that you can
send it off to anyone you wish.

Also, please remember our panel discussion sponsored by Brotherhood and Sisterhood that will
take place on Sunday, January 11, 2009 at 10:00 AM. The panel will be comprised of Rabbi
Lawrence Edwards of Congregation Or Chadash in Chicago, Catina Lowery of Lambda Legal, and

me. Even if you are not a member of the Brotherhood or Sisterhood, please consider joining us for an
informative discussion and discourse. You will have the opportunity to ask questions of the panel as

well. Come and learn how you can get involved and help bring equal rights to all people.

Rabbi Cosnowsky’s Letter
“Yes we Can!” — But some of us still can’t

A Hasidic Rabbi overheard a conversation:

"Tell me, my friend, do you truly love me?"

"l love you deeply."

"You say you love me, but do you know what hurts me?"

"How should | know what causes you pain?"

"If you do not know what causes me pain, how can you say you love me?"

This Rabbi explained to his students, "If you do not know what truly pains someone, you cannot say you
love that person.”

The Declaration of Independence states “All Men are Created Equal.” American History has been the
unfolding of this statement to expand the definition from all white male Protestants to include other minority
groups. This is the process of the Civil Rights movement in this country.

After watching the results of the Presidential elections, | was proud of our nation and was happy that our
country had come far enough that we were ready to overwhelmingly elect a black man to become the
president. | celebrated with the African American community who saw Dr. Martin Luther King’s dream from
over 40 years ago, materialize with the election of Barack Obama. We’ve come so very far, but the dream
is still yet to be fully realized.

Mixed in with my joy was the bittersweet reality that in the state of Arizona and Florida and California,
voters had passed amendments essentially banning same sex marriage, and in the case of California,
voters had repealed the right for gays and lesbians to marry.

| recalled the sentiment that Jane and | felt 4 years earlier when the results of the last election were
announced and we were directly affected. | felt that it was time for me to break my silence and to finally let
you know the story of how you came to have me as your Rabbi.
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When Jacob was born four and a half years ago, we lived in Cincinnati, Ohio. Ohio law did not allow me to
legally adopt Jacob as my own son. Ohio does not allow what is known as second parent adoption. So,
once he was born, only Jane was his mother. The best | could do was to have my lawyer draw up a
‘custodial agreement’ which would allow me certain rights such as the ability to pick Jacob up from school,
take him for doctor visits and to be allowed to visit him in the hospital. Without this agreement, such rights
could have been potentially denied to me.

During the 2004 Presidential election, Ohio voters voted to amend the state constitution which in essence
stated that only a union between a man and a woman may be a marriage valid in or recognized by this
state and any contracts entered into by unmarried couples would be considered null and void. My lawyer
called me the day after the 2004 Presidential election to report that my ‘custodial parenting agreement’ was
now void and would no longer be recognized nor upheld by judges in the state of Ohio. Thus, if anything
had happened to my partner Jane, anyone in her family — anyone — including distant cousins and relatives,
could take Jacob from me, and | would have no legal recourse.

Even though we had just purchased a house and | had just started a new job with my rabbinical school,
Jane and | felt we had no other choice but to leave a state that had such an amendment. It was an
agonizing decision, since we had chosen to settle in Cincinnati and all of Jane’s family lives in Ohio. But
just as we wouldn't live without life insurance, we couldn’t live without the guarantee that | would be
recognized as at least Jacob’s guardian. So, | started looking for jobs in safer states, and that’s how we
ended up here at Congregation Etz Chaim.

Although lllinois allowed me to legally adopt Jacob as his second parent, and seems like a safer place, we
realized watching the results of this year’s presidential elections, that we really are still unsafe and of how
far we have not yet come. What really seemed to sting the most was that Californians reversed their
Supreme Court ruling that had allowed gays and lesbians the right to marry.

When California first started to allow gays and lesbians to marry, people asked us if we were going to go to
California to get married. The answer was ‘no.’ First of all, the marriage would not be recognized in the
state of lllinois and second, we are realists. Just because a state allows a couple to marry, it only
guarantees them rights while they live in that state. If a couple leaves that state, even on a vacation, they
are still not granted the rights of marriage in the state they are visiting.

Ironically, | had had a conversation a few weeks ago with a dear friend. | mentioned that during the
Presidential elections, California would also be putting gays and lesbians right to marry to a popular vote,
which is never a good thing. He told me that it was a good thing because he was tired of “activist judges
legislating from the bench” and that people should get the right to vote on it. It saddened me that someone
that he felt that way, but | realized that | was compilicit to his ignorance by my silence. | have not spoken
out to educate my friends, my loved ones and my congregation on this civil rights issue of our time — the
right for gays and lesbians to get married.

It calls for a brief history lesson. In 1896, the U.S. Supreme Court decided Plessy v. Ferguson with the
"separate but equal" doctrine, which said that as long as there were equal facilities provided to both blacks
and whites, they could be separate. Hence, we had two water fountains — one for blacks, one for whites.
They were supposedly equal, but they had to be separate. It took 58 more years for the Supreme Court to
change their separate but equal thinking. In 1954, the Supreme Court tried the case of Brown v. Topeka
Board of Education and found that the doctrine of separate but equal was a fallacy in the public education
field.

In our country’s constitution, we are granted the power to form a more perfect union that grants equal rights
to all peoples, so that all may share the same opportunities as all others. However, these equal rights do
not apply to me and my family. We cannot get married, which would guarantee many rights and protections
for my family. Now consider the doctrine of civil unions. It is separate, widely unequal idea, but at least it
has been a start. However, it is just a title. Civil unions do not give us very many rights, such as coverage
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of a partner’'s medical benefits, ability to receive a partner’s pension and ability to always be granted
access to our partner in a medical emergency, as are our heterosexual counterparts. And civil unions do
not give us any rights on a federal level.

Eight years ago, Californians voted 61% to define marriage as being only between a man and a woman.
Then, California’s Supreme Court overturned that ruling, thereby legalizing same-sex marriage on the
grounds that the state Constitution required equal treatment of gay and lesbian couples. So, if my friend is
correct, these ‘activist’ judges legislated fairness and compassion from the bench. And on election night,
given the power to change that, Californians reversed that legislation.

Now | want to share a little personal history. Jane and | share the same last name not because we are
romantic and think it’s cool, but because our lawyer told us that in order to protect me from being thrown
out of Jane’s room when Jacob was born, it would be better if we could ‘pass’ as sisters. Kind of like a
‘don’t ask, don't tell.” We didn't run off to California to get married because we understand that until we are
granted the right to marry on a federal level, we are denied the same rights and protections that are
granted to our heterosexual counterparts. But more important, Jane and | live with the specter of a storm
brewing and that there is no 'safe place' for us in this country. If California could let ignorance, fear and
hatred reverse their marriage ruling, a ‘safe place’ like lllinois could eventually let voters weigh in on gay
marriage as well.

My job is to let you know how | feel. How it hurts me that my name is not on Jacob’s birth certificate
although | was involved with his life from the moment of his conception. It makes me sad that | cannot file a
joint income tax return with Jane. | am angry that we will have to pay very steep inheritance taxes when
one of us passes away because we are not legal spouses. I'm sure these are things that you take for
granted. For me, they are rights that are possible, but are denied to us as a couple and as a family.

The presidential election showed us that we are closer to forming that more perfect union, but that perfect
union still eludes us, and it is our job to continue to work for it.

Hanukkah Begins Sunday, Dec. 21st
Lighting the Hanukkah Menorah (also called the Hanukkiah) is the essential observance
of the Jewish festival of Hanukkah. Hanukkah candles are lit to commemorate the the

!' miracle of the Maccabees' victory and the miracle of the oil that burnt for eight days in

K/ {[j,? the Temple.

Each of the eight nights of Hanukkah, all members of the family should gather around
the Hanukkah Menorah. Before lighting the candles, the blessings below are recited.

.-' o -

The first two blessings below are recited each night. The third, a blessing of joy traditionally recited during
each Jewish festival, is recited only the first time the Hanukkah menorah is lit.

As you face the Hanukkah menorah, place the first candle on your right. Subsequent candles are added to
the left. As you face the menorah, light the candles with the shamash from left to right. The newest candle
is always lit first.

Candle Lighting

The first is a blessing over the candles themselves:

Baruch atah adonai, eloheinu melekh ha-olam, asher

Kidshanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu I'nadlik ner shel Hanukkah.

Praised are You, Adonai, Our God, Ruler of the world, who makes us holy through mitzvot and commands
us to kindle the Hanukkah candles.




The second blessing expresses thanks for the "miracle" of deliverance:

Baruch atah adonai, eloheinu melekh haolam, she'asah

nissim la'avoteinu ba-yamim ha-hem baz'man ha-zeh.

Praised are You, Adonai, Our God, Ruler of the world, who did wondrous things for our people long ago at
this time of year.

The third blessing is chanted only on the first night:

Baruch atah adonai, elohenu melekh ha'olam,

she-heheheyanu, v'kiy'manu, v'higiyanu laz'man ha-zeh.

Praised are You, Adonai, Our God, Ruler of the world, who has given us life, sustained us, and brought us
to this season of joy.

Hanukkah at Home

A special song for Hanukkah is Maoz Tzur (“Rock of Ages”). For generations Jews have sung these words
at Hanukkah after the lighting of the candles. When you sing Maoz Tzur, your voices join with theirs.

Rock of Ages Ma-oz Tsur

Rock of ages, let our song Ma-oz tsur ye-shu-a-ti,
Praise Your saving power; Le-cha na-eh le-sha-bei-
You, amid the raging foes, ach;

Were our sheltering tower. Ti-kon beit te-fi-la-ti,
Furious, they assailed us, Ve-sham to-da ne-za-bei-
But your arm availed us, ach.

And your word, broke their Le-eit ta-chin mat-bei-ach,
sword, Me-tsar ha-me-na-bei-ach,
When our own strength failed Az eg-mor, be-shir miz-mor,
us Cha-nu-kat ha-miz-bei-ach.

Celebrating the miracle of the oil extends to food as well. Few of us can resist the delicious aroma and
hearty flavor of latkes, the potato pancakes that are the holiday’s enduring dish. It is also traditional during
these festival days to indulge in doughnuts and other fried foods.

Latkes

4 large potatoes 2 eggs

1 tsp salt 3 tbsp flour

1/2 tsp baking powder oil for frying

Wash and peel potatoes. Grate by hand or use food processor. Drain off most of the liquid. Beat eggs and
mix all ingredients together, except oil. Drop mixture by tablespoons into hot oil in skillet. Fry on both sides
until brown. Drain on paper towels. Serve with applesauce or sour cream. Serves 4.

Hanukkah for Children
After the candles and the latkes it’s time for the special Hanukkah game, the dreidel game. Candy, nuts,
raisins, or Hanukkah gelt (money) supply the “pot” in this traditional game from Eastern Europe.

To play, everyone puts some of their gelt into the pot. Each player spins the dreidel in turn. The letters on
the dreidel represent four different instructions in Yiddush:

nun, for nisht (nothing), player receives nothing
gimmel, for ganz (all), player gets the whole pot
hay, for halb (half), player gets half

shin, for shtell (put), player contributes gelt to the pot
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Adult Activities & Family Activities
-]

Two Exciting Speakers Kick Off the New Year

The Social Action Committee invites you to two thought-provoking programs in January. We are honored to
host Rabbi Funnye during our Social Action Shabbat service on Friday, January 16, 2009, and Aaron
Freeman for our annual Martin Luther King Jr. program on Sunday morning, January 18, 2009.

Rabbi Capers Funnye

Congregation Etz Chaim welcomes back Rabbi Capers Funnye of Beth Shalom B’nai Zaken Ethiopian
Hebrew Congregation of Chicago, lllinois. Rabbi Funnye visited Etz Chaim in 2005 for our Martin Luther
King program, and this year he’ll speak at our Social Action Shabbat service taking place on January 16. In
addition to leading his congregation, Rabbi Funnye serves on the boards of the Jewish Council on Urban
Affairs and the American Jewish Congress of the Midwest, and is active in the Institute for Jewish and
Community Research, which reaches out to black Jewish communities outside the United States, such as
the Beta Israel in Ethiopia and the Igbo Jews in Nigeria. He was ordained a rabbi by the Israelite Rabbinical
Academy in 1985. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Jewish Studies and Master of Science in Human
Service Administration from the Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies in Chicago. Rabbi Funnye has worked
to break down false barriers in how "Jew" is defined and to wholeheartedly integrate those who convert.

"| often like to tell new people that when you start studying Judaism, every time you get a new book, every
time you learn something new, it should feel like dipping a spoon into a bucket of fresh well water. If you
ever had well water, it stimulates the whole being -- this is what Judaism does when we learn. It stimulates
the being. It's never stopped doing that for me. The more | learn, the richer it tastes; the better it tastes."

Aaron Freeman

We are also eager to welcome back Aaron Freeman for our annual Martin Luther King Jr. program the
morning of January 18. Aaron Freeman is a stand up comedian, author, cartoonist, blogger and Torah
Maven. He and his wife, artist Sharon Rosenzweig, publish the popular and controversial online weekly
cartoon series, The Comic Torah. As a stand-up comedian Aaron is a member of the internationally
acclaimed quartet, The Israeli/Palestinian Comedy Tour. Freeman also has performed with The Second
City and is a commentator for National Public Radio's "All Things Considered." Aaron co-wrote and
directed the hit stage comedy "The Arab/Israeli Comedy Hour."

His books include "How to Say 'l Love You' in 30 Languages," "Baby Boomers - Acid Rock to Acid Reflux'
and "Confessions of a Lottery Ball, the Inside our world of Aaron Freeman."

Paul Liptz to Speak at Etz Chaim

Please join the Social Action and Adult Education Committees for a very special evening on Saturday,
January 24, 2009. We will be hosting a special evening with Paul Liptz, a visiting scholar from Israel. Paul
will also be one of the scholars with whom our Social Action Israel trip will study in May. Do not miss this
incredibly enlightening evening.

Paul Liptz was born in Zimbabwe, then known as Rhodesia, the grandson of a very early Jewish pioneer
family. In May 1967 Israel sent out a call to young Jews around the world to assist the country in the
coming war- Paul took a leave of absence from the international trading firm where he was working, and
joined hundreds of Southern Africans going to Israel. His plane arrived on June 4, 1967 -one day before
the Six Day War. After a short time, he decided to stay in Israel and studied at The Hebrew University. He
then moved to Tel Aviv University when he has been lecturing for almost 35 years.
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He is currently the coordinator of Israel Studies, HUC-JIR/Jerusalem: Department of Middle Eastern and
African History, Tel Aviv University. He specializes in Jewish, Middle Eastern, and European topics and
lectures around the world.

Lehrhaus at OSRUI, July 16-19 2009

Rabbi Cosnowsky will teach another Lehrhaus Adult Study session at OSRUI, "Jewish Mindfullness- How
to Be Present in the Moment." Full details to follow in the near future.

School & Youth Activities

Message From Our Educator

TRADITION! TRADITION. So goes the song from Fiddler on the Roof. Judaism is steeped in
i Tradition. We all have some traditions that have been part of our family for a few years or for
‘Sgenerations. Even though my children are now grown and have children of their own, we must

play dreidle after lighting the Hanukkah candles when we are all together. Everyone gets their
~ |gelt (either pennies or candy) and we play several rounds. We’ve done since the girls were
small and continue to do today with their children.

This coming Sunday morning the 3rd — 7th graders and their parents will gather together to learn about and
share traditions. For the most part, we Jews celebrate our holidays in the home. We light candles on
Shabbat, have a nice dinner before Rosh HaShanah, have or attend a seder as well as many other ritual
options. Some people come to Judaism later in life and have no history with the celebrations. During our
workshop we will offer many different opportunities to learn as a family or as individuals. Participants will be
able to learn about the tallit, traditional kabbalat Shabbat, life cycle traditions, Hanukkah traditions, kashrut,
mezzuzot, genealogy, blessings and home traditions. Judaism puts a strong emphasis on social action so
we will have a few social action projects that families can do. All in all it should be a wonderful morning of
learning and fun.

| am asking everyone to write out a tradition that is part of their family. It can revolved around a Jewish
holiday, a life cycle event (such as birthdays), or something they do every week or even every day. | know
some people have beautiful bedtime rituals that have become tradition. We will put together all of the
traditions and put together a book to share with all of our congregants. Even if you do not have a child in
the Hebrew school, please email your favorite tradition so it can be included.

Snow Day School Closing Information

We will no longer use a telephone "snow tree" to inform people about school
2 L e closings this year. If there is a school closing, an email will be sent out before 7:00
AM on a Sunday morning to all families and before 2:00 PM on a Wednesday
afternoon. In addition, it will be posted on the Etz Chaim website if school is closed.

-, I you do not have access to email at home, please let Anne Stein know and we will
f)} arrange for you to get a phone call.




JYG Retreat Weekend Recap

The weather was clear and everyone stayed healthy!! We shared the weekend retreat with Temple Beth
Israel of Skokie and the kids had a great time meeting new friends and seeing old camp friends again. Only
6 kids in our group of 28 were boys, but that did not seem to bother them or slow the girls down from
visiting with them! One might think of a retreat as a relaxing getaway to catch up on your sleep ~ the word
sleep" was not part of the weekend vocabulary. "What is God and how does God affect your life" were the
main inspirational thoughts of the weekend. Rabbi Cosnowsky and Rabbi Weinberg had a great set of
discussions and programs to help the kids address their individual feelings about God. We even had
expert's arrive to discuss their relationships with God. We hope everyone had a great time and we have
already planned some fun Etz Chaim activities for next year!!

Summer is just around the corner and so is camp! OSRUI applications are available
< m at the temple or on the OSRUI website. Spaces fill up quickly so get your
.,' EERE Ll B application in soon! Financial assistance forms are available at the temple or on our
—ﬁ_i___U“”ON L W\cbsite. The Robert Scott Samuels Fund is specifically marked to help our families
| ' #%send children to OSRUI.

Conireiational Life

Mah Jongg Cards

Attention all Mah Jongg players: Sisterhood is now talking orders for 2009 Mah Jongg cards.
"‘_:.,_\ The costs are $7.00 for a standard card and $8.00 for large print. We earned $231.00 for
i Sisterhood last year! The deadline for getting the order in is January 31st. Please make the
% checks out to Congregation Etz Chaim Sisterhood. Orders and checks can be mailed to
~  Kathy Herbach or put in the Sisterhood mailbox at the temple.

New Member Dinner Recap

The new Member dinner was well attended and enjoyed by both the newer members and their families and
the "older" temple members. We had a delicious dinner, some brief welcoming comments, friendship and
song. The addition of so many smiling little faces made the evening filled with laughter and fun. The
evening was concluded with a lovely Havdalah service lead by Rabbi Cosnowsky and Cindy Michelassi.
Thank you Committee and Board members for all your contributions to our successful evening!




Winter Clothing Drive Thank You

Thank you so much to everyone who contributed to the Winter Wear Drive. We
collected 17 new coats, 2 pairs of new snow pants, 3 pairs of new boots, 6 new
scarves, 30 pairs of new mittens/gloves, 2 pairs of warm socks and 26 new
hats.These items have all been delivered to Jewish Child and Family Services. We
; also collected several used items: 21 coats, 5 scarves, 1 hat, 10 pairs of

Vs mittens/gloves and 1 pair of boots. These items have been donated to PADS.

Fall Blood Drive a Success
Thanks to 46 generous donors, the annual blood drive was a huge success. Our spring blood drive will be
Sunday, April 19, 2009.

Kimberlee Axelrod
Kathleen Bender
Karen Buttterfield
Bryan Crumpley
Deborah Elington
William Forbes
Deborah F. Harris
Lisa Johnson
Susan Lauer

Ken Markwell
Deborah Prinz
Ted Rudman
Terry Shapiro
Mary Carol Switalla
Bonnie Warshow
Susan Wisniewski

Bruce Biersdorf
Jonathan Berman
Allan Carter
Gabriel Ein
Dorothy Forbes
Gary Friedlander
Paul Heinz

Terry Klaus
Deanna Levin
Christopher Miller
Steve Prinz
Richard Saks
Ellen Simsohn
Alice Trafimow
Jan Widmaier

Howard Benario
Brian Blumenstein
Matthew Chella
Susan Ein
Thomas Forbes
Deborah A. Harris
Michael Hyman
Robert Lang
Steven Levin
Nancy Perlman
Susan Rizzo
Jesse Shapiro
Joel Spenadel
Jordan Trafimow
Uli Widmaier

Did You Know

Manna Orders Can Help PADS

Sunday, December 7th is the order deadline for our next Manna sale. With the holidays approaching, this is
a great time to get gift cards for friends and family. Also, Etz Chaim is collecting money or $10 gift cards to
give to our PADS guests on Christmas Eve as we have in the past years. This year we are requesting $10
cards for Panera, Dunkin Donuts and Subway.




Announcements

Hillel at the University of lllinois
To: Family and Friends of University of lllinois Urbana/Champaign Students:

Tikkun Olam starts rights here in the Chicago suburbs. Through a generous grant from the Takiff Family
Foundation and the First Bank of Highland Park Foundation, the Hillel at the University of lllinois is
expanding its kosher services to students. The Cohen Center for Jewish Life now offers free Shabbat
meals every week!

Kabbalat Shabbat dinner is offered at 7:30 PM each Friday night, and Shabbat lunch is served around 1:30
PM on Saturdays. lllini Hillel's kitchen is certified kosher by the Chicago Rabbinical Council (cRc) and
offers multiple kosher food choices throughout the week, in addition to the free Shabbat meals.

No reservations are necessary for any of the meals or events! For additional information, please call the
Hillel directly at 217.344.1328 or visit www.illinihillel.org.

Academic Scholarship Program

Approximately $500,000 in scholarship funds will be available from the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan
Chicago for Jewish college and graduate students in need of financial assistance for the 2009-2010
academic year. Eligibility requirements include: full-time graduate enroliment primarily in a “helping
profession”; or vocational or undergraduate training in the helping sectors requiring no graduate education
for employment; or studies in the arts or sciences; or communications at the University of lllinois at Urbana-
Champaign; or law.

Applicants must be legally domiciled in the greater Chicago metropolitan area, or, in some cases, Cook
County or Northwest Indiana. Jewish Vocational Service administers the scholarship program and
personally interviews all applicants before April 20. To apply, go www.jvschicago.org and click on
Scholarship Services. For additional information or questions call the JVS Scholarship Secretary at (312)
673-3457 or e-mail: jvsscholarship@jvschicago.org. The application deadline is February 15, 2009.

Jewish Employment Network

Job Seekers experience many hopes and challenges in the job market. If you have been recently
downsized or are thinking of changing careers, the Jewish Employment Network offers numerous options
to assist you with your career goals: career counseling, job search strategies, networking opportunities,
and access to monthly round tables and support groups. For more information go to www.jvschicago.org or
call Joyce Bogolub, JVS Career Counselor, at 630-889-0548

Apachi Day Camp is Proud to Announce it's 2nd Year!
Camp Date: June 15 - July 24 2009- Save the Dates BRAND NEW CAMP PROGRAMS:

Apachi Adventures- 5th & 6th graders(a 3 day trip camp and 2 day stay a camp program)

Pioneer program- 4 yr old - K same program as settlers, except no full day field trip, only 1/2 day), smaller
groups

Settlers program- full day camp with full day field trip & 1/2 day trip Swimming, rock climbing, sports, arts
& crafts, drama,music,judica, shabbat, mini courses and much more...

Optional bus service from Etz Chaim ( extra cost per child)

Register early and pay 2008 prices.. website and brochure will be available in December, more information
to come.

10



Genetic Education And Screening Program: Wednesday, December 3

1 in 5 Ashkenazi Jews is a carrier of a "Jewish" genetic disorder and may not even know it. With a simple
blood test, find out if you're at risk for passing on a debilitating, if not fatal, genetic disorder. If you're
thinking about starting a family, now's the time to learn your risk and your options.

Wednesday, December 3rd from 6:30-9:30 PM, Congregation Beth Shalom, Northbrook

The cost is $90 per person or $36 for students which includes dinner, educational presentation, and
screening for 9 disorders. These tests usually cost over $3,000! Pre-registration required. Contact Rachel
at (312)357-4988. The Chicago Center for Jewish Genetic Disorders is a cooperative effort of the
JUF/Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago and Children's Memorial Hospital, and is supported in part
by the Michael Reese Health Trust.

FREE SCREENING OF FILM IN THE FAMILY: WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17

The Chicago Center for Jewish Genetic Disorders in cooperation with JUF's Young Leadership Division,
JUF's Women's Division (Young Women's Board, Young Women's City Council and Women's Board),
along with Hadassah Chicago and North Shore Chapters and the National Council of Jewish Women,
present a free screening of In the Family, followed by a panel and special guests.

Wednesday, December 17 at 6:30 PM North Shore Center for the Performing Arts, 9501 Skokie Boulevard,
Skokie.

For more information or to RSVP, please contact the Chicago Center for Jewish Genetic Disorders at (312)
357-4718 or jewishgeneticsctr@juf.org. Learn more about In the Family at www.inthefamilyfilm.com.

Jewish Healing Network of Chicago Welcomes You to the 6th Annual Renewal of

Spirit Conference

The Jewish Healing Experience Healing in Judaism can come from many sources. Join us for this year's
Renewal of Spirit conference and sample two different Jewish Healing Experiences led by local experts

from the following choices:

Healing Torah - Rabbi Michael Balinsky
Healing Music - Cantor Aviva Katzman
Jewish Meditation - Yonah Klem
Jewish Yoga

Healing through Art- Carol Berry

The day will end with a Healing Circle led by all of our group leaders.

Sunday, December 7, 1 - 4 pm

JCFS, 3145 W. Pratt, Chicago

To pre-register, please contact Tracey Lipsig Kite at 847-568-5216 or JHNC@)jcfs.org.

There is no fee but donations are welcome.
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Looking for Financial Help for Summer 2009 at OSRUI?

There are scholarships available, and some are not based on financial need. First, contact your rabbi to
find out if your congregation has a camp scholarship fund and to let him or her know that you will be
seeking outside scholarship help many funds require a signature or statement from your rabbi.

The Campership Program of Chicago will provide campers attending a Jewish overnight camp for the
first time for 3 weeks or more $1250, and those attending for the second time $750. It doesn't matter what
your income is or how many summers you attended camp for two weeks or less. You must live in the
Chicago metropolitan area (including Northwest Indiana) or as far away as Springfield or Champaign-
Urbana. This program is not need based. For information, go to their website: www.campership.net

The OSRUI Campership Program provides assistance to campers based on financial need. To apply,
attach a note to your registration form that includes your name and mailing address and a request for
Campership forms. Forms will be mailed to you by December 1st and are due back in the OSRUI office by
February 1st. For information contact Susan Alexander: 847-239-6980 salexander@urj.org

Your local Jewish Federation may offer scholarships as well. Campers in the Chicago area can apply for
help from the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago through us only. We will send you the appropriate
forms when we send your OSRUI scholarship forms.

Indiana University Scholarships for Incoming Freshman

The Robert A. and Sandra S. Borns Jewish Studies Program at Indiana University is pleased to announce
two 4-year scholarships for incoming freshman beginning in Fall 2009: The Herb & Bernice Levetown
Scholarship and the Selma Lee Mervis Young Scholarship, and three one-year scholarships for incoming
freshman for the 2009-2010 year. One Robert A. and Sandra S. Borns Scholarship and two Irving M.
Glazer Student Scholarships. The Levetown, Borns and Glazer scholarships will be awarded to outstanding
incoming freshman committed to pursuing a major or an area certificate in Jewish Studies at Indiana
University, Bloomington. Candidates will be considered on the basis of outstanding academic and personal
achievement. Students should have a GPA of 3.4 or above and have a record of academic and
extracurricular accomplishment.

Applications must be received on or before Friday, March 6, 2009. Winners will be announced in May 2009
For more information about the Jewish Studies Program at Indiana University go to www.indiana.edu/~jsp
and click on “student funding” in the left-hand column for more information about the scholarships.

URJ Olin-Sang-Ruby-Union-Institute 2008-2009 Special Programs

In addition to our popular summer camp, OSRUI offers a variety of special programs throughout the year.
Dec. 11-14 CHALUTZIM for Adults

Chalutzim is OSRUI's fabulous summer Hebrew immersion program. Get a taste of what our campers
experience.

Apr. 22-26 DEVORAH Quilting Kallah

OSRUI has pieced together this fabulous adult program for all levels of quitters, beginners through
experienced.

May 15-17 FATHER & SON Kallah

Special time at Camp for dads, granddads, uncles, and the boys they love, age 5 to 12.

May 27-31 HAVA NASHIRA

This songleading workshop is for those who teach or lead music in camps, congregations, and community
centers._For more information or to register: www.osrui.org

847-239-6984 « osruiprograms@urj.org
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JUF Book Buddies

Be a part of an exciting new program for young families. Once a month we will be reading stories about the
Jewish holidays, singing songs, and creating art projects. Bring your friends, and meet new ones, too!

JUF Book Buddies is now on Facebook! Come join our group at:
http://www.congetzchaim.com/group.php?gid=48676338224 to see pictures and get information about the
next program, or connect with other families you met at JUF Book Buddies.

Who:

Families with children ages 0-5
Where:

Barnes & Noble Bookstore

47 East Chicago Avenue Naperville

Dates:

Sunday, December 14
Sunday, January 11
Sunday, February 15
Sunday, March 15
Sunday, April 5
Times:

10:30-11:30 a.m.
Register online

The Humanitarin Service Project
The Humanitarin Service Project (where we donate our mac & cheese groggers) is in desperate need of
the following items for their food drive:

tuna, canned meats and meals, hot cereals, boxed pasta meals, canned
fruits and vegetables, instat jello, noodles, powdered beverages,
non-perishable condiments and snack foods.

The address is:

The Humanitarian Service Project
1425 Neltor Blvd. (Highway 59)
West Chicago, IL. 60185

(630) 231-1542

Social Action News
Bring your cell phones to the donation box in the lobby for the benefit of Family Shelter Services. This effort
has raised hundreds of dollars for this worthy cause already. Thank you all
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Ulpan in the Northwest Suburbs

GREAT NEWS for you, your fellow congregants and the entire community! The Community Foundation for
Jewish Education of Metropolitan Chicago's Merkaz Ivrit ( Hebrew Ulpan Center ), Chicago 's largest and
most popular Hebrew language learning program, is coming to your area this coming fall!

The CFJE is very pleased to respond to the many requests made by members of the community, including
congregational members, to bring this highly acclaimed program to the northwest region. We are thrilled to
partner with you in this important way.

Classes will take place at the JCYS building in Buffalo Grove ( 1700 Weiland Road /
(847) 279-0900 ). Some of you may know that the CFJE's Hebrew Ulpan Center has been running very
successfully for six years in other communities, including the North Shore , Skokie and Lakeview.

The program was developed with the adult learner in mind. Classes are stimulating, varied and filled with
many ways to learn language: through speaking, reading, writing, exposure to Israeli culture, listening and
singing. We have students who return to us every year because they feel the program meets their high
quality standards and is therefore well worth their time and energy. We are proud to have earned their
trust.

As always, please contact me with questions at 847.410.3900 x30

Support DuPage PADS- Clean Your Closets!

DuPage PADS has recently partnered with Fundraise & Recycle Clothes Now! Drop off donations of
clothing and soft goods at our green Donation Bin located at 703 West Liberty. F&RCN (Fundraise &
Recycle Clothes Now) will reimburse DuPage PADS for donations collected, which helps raise funds for
programs that assist people who are homeless in our communities. In addition, if you are having a clothing
collection drive and have surplus items at the end of your event, our partner Fundraise & Recycle Clothes
Now! will pick-up that surplus for you. Think of us when you are cleaning out your closets. And, since none
of the donations will go into landfills, you are helping keep our community green! For more information,
please call DuPage PADS at 630-682-3846 X 222.

A note from the Library Committee: Where to donate books

Etz Chaim is fortunate to have a vibrant and vital library. Thanks to the efforts of a dedicated corps of
volunteers and the generous contributions of the congregation to the Robert Glass Memorial Library Fund,
the library collection grows and is kept up-to-date.

If you have books that you no longer wish to keep as part of your library, please consider donating them to
your public library or to SCARCE - School and Community Assistance for Recycling & Composting
Education (www.bookrescue.org), located at 799 Roosevelt Rd., Bldg. 2, Suite 108, Glen Ellyn.

Please do not bring books to the Etz Chaim library unless previous arrangements with the library chair
have been made. Thank you.
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Jewish Employment Network

Job Seekers experience many hopes and challenges in the job market. If you have recently been
downsized or are thinking of changing careers, the Jewish Employment Network offers numerous options
to assist you with your career goals: career counseling, job search strategies, networking opportunities,
and access to monthly round tables and support groups. For more information go to www.jvschicago.org or
call Joyce Bogolub, JVS Career Counselor, at 630-889-0548.

NETY - EIE

Spend a semester
at the NFTY-EIE
High School in
Israel and take
your own!

Why just look at pictures in your history textbook?
Earn High School Credit.
Apply for the Spring or the Fall semester.
Live in the picturesque Judean Hills on Kibbutz Tzuba.
Discover your Jewish past as you live the Jewish present
Learn to converse in modern Hebrew.
Climb Masada, swim in the Dead Sea, hike from Sea to Sea, explore and camp out in the Negev.
Travel to Poland for a week to continue your study of Modern Jewish History.
Make new NFTY friends and build a strong Reform Community.

For more information please contact
Stacy Chassen
Director of Admissions (212) 650-4073

T he Con%rcgation offers

its (_ondolences to...

Julie Evans and her family
On the death of her grandmother,
Odessa Robinson.

Sandra Fischmar and her family
on the death of her mother,
Toby Fensin.

Diane Johnson and her family

on the death of her father,
David Sharasheff.
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Kaddish December 5-6

11/30 Gladys Drummer
11/30 Alfred Lewis
11/30 Dora Samson
11/30 Leonard Stallman
12/1 Chester Williamson
12/2 Margaret Beiersdorf
12/2 Harry Greenberg
12/2 Mary Sutton

12/3 Marjorie Kotzin
12/3 llya Rasumovich
12/3 Audrey Wallack
12/4 Carole Convissor
12/4 Felicia Hochman
12/4 Simon Lernor

12/4 Jack Zhiss

12/5 Mildred Lewis

12/5 Nancy Marecek
12/5 Rosalie Mark

12/5 Sidney Unger

12/6 Jonathan Berkowitz
12/6 Herbert Diamond
12/6 John Hummel

Kaddish December 19-20

s

Kaddish December 12-13

12/14 Arthur Cohen

12/14 Wilma Eagerman
12/14 Barbara Moretti
12/14 Shiela Wimpfheimer
12/15 Hyman Goldman
12/15 Robert Simons
12/16 Beverly Daniel
12/16 Mary Ovadia

12/17 Sidney Armin

12/17 Sarah Harris

12/17 Sandra Keller

12/18 Meyer London
12/18 Annette Rosenbaum
12/18 Charles Shankin
12/18 Leo Siegel

12/19 Joseph Shallat
12/20 Louis Lucks

12/20 Ernest Richman
12/20 Orville Wills

12/7 Sara Erlich

12/7 Morris Mechanick
12/7 Mary Perilongo
12/7 Elaine Snitman
12/8 Robert Appel
12/8 Florence Meisel
12/9 Eugene Shubart
12/9 Milton Stein

12/9 Harry Winkelman
12/10 Gussie Barsky
12/10 Elliot Fidlow
12/10 Eli Mark

12/10 George Moquin
12/10 Mildred Sklar
12/10 Renee Stallman
12/12 Roslyn Barcon
12/12 Morris Cherny
12/12 Hattie Rosen
12/12 James Sawyer
12/12 Edith Simsohn
12/13 Gregg Benario
12/13 Richard Fried
12/13 Robert Liggett
12/13 Julius Richelson
12/13 David Silverstein

Kaddish December 26 - 27

12/21 Faye Facktor
12/22 Sol Berger

12/23 Esther Badnet
12/23 Jack Heisler
12/23 Celia Schwartz
12/24 Edward Headington
12/24 Louis Orsan

12/25 Myra Dunn

12/25 Myra Dunn

12/25 Myra Dunn

12/25 Myra Turner-Dunn
12/26 Charles Levy
12/26 Ella Stern

12/27 Max Shankin
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Senior Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
In honor of

Oliver Binette's Bar Mitzvah
Bob & Judy Stein

Rabbi Bob

The marriage of Shelley Kraus and Dan Edelstein
Rabbi Cosnowsky

Robert Honig

Nancy Pollak

Anna Wood

Rachel Wood

In memory of

Alvin Burstein

Sam Winston

Marilyn Blonder

Toby Fensin

Toby Fensin

Assistant Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
In honor of

Ruby Chaya Stein's baby naming
Hannah Bender's Bat Mitzvah
Allan Carter

Karen Friedman

Susan Brodie

In memory of

Alvin Burstein

Bernice Gintzler

Elden Gossage

Mussie Coleman

Louis Meyers

James Sawyer

Morris Cherny

John Hummel

Choir Fund

In honor of

Etz Chaim

In memory of

Shmuel Rovelsky

Elizabeth Bonk

Cultural and Social Fund
In memory of

Mark Ogan

Devin Nieze
Facility/Landscape Fund
In memory of

Elizabeth Bonk

Elizabeth Bonk

Beverly Daniel

Simon Lernor

Jeremy Bruder Memorial Scholarship Fund
In honor of

Abbey Stoller's Bat Mitzvah

Donated by

Steve & Mimi Binette
Jordan & Marcia Leitman
Judy Wexler

Martin & Marcia Kraus
Spenadel Family
Spenadel Family
Spenadel Family
Spenadel Family
Spenadel Family
Donated by

Scott Burstein

Rosalie Blonder
Michael Blonder
Laura Culley

Sandra Fischmar

Donated by
Robert & Judy Stein
Alan & Deb Harris
Spenadel Family
Spenadel Family
Spenadel Family
Donated by
Scott Burstein
Nancy Kramer
Howard Gossage
Howard Gossage
Ellen Gossage
Mike Sawyer
William Cherny
John Hummel

Donated by

Solly Gross
Donated by

Ruth Rovell

Ken & Marcey Siegel

Donated by
Carole Aron
Cara Cap

Donated by

Marilyn Streit

Peter & Norma Berman
Cara Cap

Lawrence Lernor

Donated by
Craig & Ellen Mandel
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In memory of
Hyman Friedman
Stephanie Foler
Leon Geller

Jay Daskal
Elizabeth Bonk
Elizabeth Bonk
Elizabeth Bonk
Elizabeth Bonk
Shiela Wimpfheimer
Donna Silver

Eli Mandel
Joseph Mandel

Louis and Bettye Kaplan Social Action Fund

In memory of

Sarah Hason

Paul Spenadel

Marvin Foler

Myra Turner-Dunn

Carole Convissor

Gerda Luner

Audrey Wallack

David Sharasheff

New Prayer Book Fund
In honor of

Oliver Binette's Bar Mitzvah
In memory of

Jack Bacol

Eli Mark

Ritual and Religious Fund
In memory of

Rosalie Mark

Ella Stern

Hattie Rosen

Robert N. Glass Memorial Library Fund
In memory of

Frank Sirota

Harry Greenberg

Robert Scott Samuels Scholarship Fund

In honor of

Hannah Bender's Bat Mitzvah
In memory of

Anna Lucks

Helen Stamm

Jonathan Berkowitz

Gussie Barsky

Ruth Joseph Memorial School Fund
In memory of

Elizabeth Bonk

Elizabeth Bonk

Donated by

Sheila Lucks

Alan & Deb Harris
Cecille Wolochuk
Ellyn Margulies
Burstein Family
Craig & Ellen Mandel
Markwell Family
Peter & Norma Berman
Barry Greenberg
Craig & Ellen Mandel
Craig & Ellen Mandel
Craig & Ellen Mandel

Donated by

Harve & Joyce Bogolub
Joel Spenadel

Deb Harris

Leslie Turner

Lisa Johnson

Stanley & Gertrude Shapiro
Cynthia Solomon

Leftwich Family

Donated by

Steve & Mimi Binette
Donated by

Deborah Bacol
Cynthia Mark-Hummel

Donated by

Cynthia Mark-Hummel
Elise Ciribassi

Judy Stein

Donated by
Harve & Joyce Bogolub
Barry Greenberg

Donated by

Elyse Degen
Donated by
Sheila Lucks
Judith Frankel
Paulette Weininger
Fae Gedz

Donated by

Joyce Isaacs
Roger & Joyce Isaacs
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Sophie and Jack Edwards Scholar-In-Residence Fund

In honor of

Hannah Bender's Bat Mitzvah

In memory of

Leonard Mendelssohn
Leonore Mittler

Connie Farber

Donna Silver

Elizabeth Bonk

James Sawyer

Stu Soreff Office Fund
In honor of

Abbey Stoller's Bat Mitzvah
In memory of

Dorothy Marion
Elizabeth Bonk

Louis Meyers

Elden Gossage

Mussie Coleman

Donated by

Alan & Deb Harris
Donated by

Marcey Siegel

Judith Witkov

Neil Farber

Harold & Judy Witkov
Widmaier Family
Mike Sawyer

Donated by

Howard & Ellen Gossage
Donated by

Harve & Joyce Bogolub
Beryl & Roberta Jacobson
Howard & Ellen Gossage
Howard & Ellen Gossage
Howard & Ellen Gossage
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Sponsor Spotlight
Your ad could be here!
Please call the office for more info.

Business Sponsors

H. P. H. P. Schmaltz

H.P. SCHMALTZ & CO

MALTZ

S A Classic DElEmen

H.P. Schmaltz & Co.

We're the only classic Jewish delicatessen west of Chicago. Visit us
for overstuffed sandwiches, fresh baked bagels, honest-to-goodness
homemade soups, meats by the pound, fabulous desserts and traditional
Jewish foods. We cater, too!

Located in Naperville (NE corner of Ogden and Naper)
(630) 245-7595

www.schmaltzdeli.com
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Cruising!
See the world and only unpack once
Small ships; Large ships 3 - 14+ days

Family, friends, co-workers - Create your own group vacation

Call: Julie Kalwat

Skyline Travel

1525 Ogden Ave., Downers Grove, IL
(630)495-6142

or jbtravel@comcast.net

ReMax Realtor

?41.:1'.{:5”5

yc.ur
Real Estate
Dyreams

A Reality!

REMX @

ALL PRO g Crond!

630-341-8252

www.jillrudman.com jillrudman@comecast.net
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The Ink Well
A Complete Print Service
Family Owned and Operated

Visit us for all your printing & copying needs
Wedding Invitations | Business Cards | Stationery Letterhead | Envelopes | Flyers Programs | Menus
School Programs | Church Bulletins | Newsletters | Booklets

Let us make your work easier!
Call today for a quote - 630.268.0050

Color Copies - Black & White Copies
Full Service Print Shop - Bindery & Faxing Services

Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm
119 E Roosevelt Rd. | Lombard, IL | 60146
Ph: 630.268.0050 | Fax: 630.268.0170

Email : inkwell1@flash.net
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