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Shabbat Services:

Shabbat Vayigash

Friday January 2, 2009

8:15 PM Shabbat Evening Service
Rabbi Cosnowsky will discuss,

“When Jews Behave Badly.”

Miller & Reist Auf Ruf

Oneg Host: Miller Family & Reist Family

Saturday January 3, 2009
9:00 AM Torah Study
NO Morning Service

Shabbat Veyechi

Friday January 9, 2009

6:30 PM Tot Shabbat

Rabbi Cosnowsky will tell a story.

8:15 PM Shabbat Evening Service

JYG will lead the service

Oneg Host: Families of The Junior Youth
Group

Saturday January 10, 2009

9:00 AM Torah Study
10:30 AM Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah: Sean Berry

* Childcare is available during Friday
evening services in our Nursery

Calendar:

Wednesday December 31
NO Preschool

NO Hebrew School

7:00 PM AA Meeting

Thursday January 1
Office Closed- New Year’'s Day
NO Preschool

Friday January 2
NO Preschool

Sunday January 4

NO Religious School

PADS

6:30 PM AA/AI-Anon Meeting

Tuesday January 6

6:30 PM Facilities Committee
7:30 PM Social Action Committee
7:30 PM Adult Choir

Wednesday January 7
9:00 AM Preschool

4:00 PM Hebrew School
7:00 PM AA Meeting

Thursday January 8
9:00 AM Preschool

Friday January 9
9:00 AM Preschool

Sunday January 11

9:00 AM Religious School
Tumlar

5" Grade Family Program
9:30 AM Joint Brotherhood &
Sisterhood Meeting

11:30 AM Junior Choir
PADS

6:30 PM AA/AI-Anon Meeting

Monday January 12
6:30 PM Office & Communications
Committee

Tuesday January 13
7:00 PM Executive Committee
7:30 PM Adult Choir

Wednesday January 14
9:00 AM Preschool

4:00 PM Hebrew School
7:00 PM AA Meeting

Services of Special Interest:

Friday January 30, 2009
7:30 PM Family Service

Friday February 13, 2009
6:30 PM Tot Shabbat

Friday February 20, 2009
7:30 PM Family Service

Friday March 13, 2009
6:30 PM Tot Shabbat
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Message From Rabbi Bob

_We have been following Israel's war with Hamas closely. | know that some of you have been
frustrated by the coverage of the war in the American media. As often is the case, the media
presents visuals that are available without providing an explanation of the context of the events.
| suggest that you turn to the Israeli papers for a fuller account of these ongoing events. Each
day | read Haaretz in English online. The Jerusalem Post is available online as well as the
Yediot Aharonot in English.

My friend, Rabbi Mickey Boyden of Hod Hasharon, Israel, has posted his perspectives on the

war for the Reform Rabbis of North America. | think that his comments will help us be able to talk the
current situation more confidently.

1.

Israel never wanted this war. Even Mahmoud Abbas, head of the Palestinian Authority and no
friend of Israel, said that Operation Cast Lead would never have started if Hamas had been
prepared to extend the ceasefire.

I wonder how many people know that, on the day prior to the commencement of the Operation, we
admitted a Palestinian from the Gaza Strip for medical treatment in our country. He had been
severely wounded by a stray Hamas rocket fired on Israel.

A homicide bomber exploded himself today in Mosul, Irag. In doing so, he killed and wounded Suni
Muslims, who were holding a demonstration against Israel's operation in the Gaza Strip. The people
we are dealing with are driven by a fanaticism that shows no respect for any of the human values
we profess. Who else would callously and sadistically hold Gilead Shalit prisoner for over 900 days
without granting access to the Red Cross or providing his family with any opportunity to
communicate with him? (Incidentally, the same is not true for Palestinians being held in Israeli
jails.)

Egypt's opposition to Operation Cast Lead has been fairly muted. After all, it is Hamas and similar
Muslim fundamentalist groups that threaten the stability of President Mubarak's secular
government.

For those who criticize Israel's action, | have just one question: Where was your voice during the
months and years that thousands of Kassam rockets and mortar shells rained down on Sederot and
our kibbutzim and towns close to the Gaza Strip?

To those who argue that Israel's action is "disproportionate”, | would ask this: How else do you stop
an Iranian backed terrorist force operating out of civilian areas, who do not respect the Geneva
Convention and who deny Israel's right to exist as a sovereign Jewish state?

When people criticize Israel for closing the border crossings into the Gaza Strip, they have a short
memory. Israel withdrew her forces from the Gaza Strip and evacuated Jewish civilian settlements
in the area at great personal and economic cost. Instead of moving in peacefully, Hamas used the
areas that we had evacuated to launch rocket attacks on undefended civilian targets in Israel. The
closing of border crossings was used in a vain attempt to persuade the Palestinians that it was not
in their interests to continuing firing rockets against Israel. Prior to such attacks, the crossings were
always open. Even this very day, in the middle of the current Operation, Israel allowed three aircraft
from Qatar bearing humanitarian aid to land at El Arish airport in the Gaza Strip.

You will notice that the pictures you are seeing of the Palestinian dead and wounded to date have
all been of men. No women or children. If there had been women and children, the Palestinians
would have been quick to use such material for propaganda purposes. Although innocent people
will inevitably be killed, the identity of those killed and wounded testifies to the skill of the Israeli Air
Force in pinpointing its attacks and limiting them to Hamas targets and infrastructure.

No one likes war, but with an implacable enemy like the Hamas, the current situation could not be allowed
to continue.



A Remembrance

Rabbi Arnold Jacob Wolf, a leading rabbi of our time, died this past week. He was not a conventional rabbi.
He enjoyed provoking people. Rabbi Wolf asked the challenging questions, with an edge and a twist. He
took delight in saying the unexpected and pleasure in saying what most people would not say. Often he
greeted me with a challenge, by saying, “Bob, are you still Jewish?”

| recall an example of Rabbi's Wolf way of expressing himself at an emergency meeting of leaders of the
Chicago Reform leadership in September 1982. During the Lebanese Civil War, Israeli Defense Forces
(IDF) allowed Lebanese Christian Phalangist militiamen to enter two Palestinian refugee camps, and the
militia massacred civilians inside.

The meeting of rabbis and presidents of congregations took place at the Standard Club | attended with
Mimi Silverstein. Rabbi Herbert Bronstein, the President of the Chicago Reform Rabbis, chaired the
meeting. The participants included Rabbi Herman Schaalman, who at the time was the President of the
Central Conference of American Rabbis.

The conversation moved back and forth over what position we should take. Should we criticize the Israeli
government or not? People offered carefully worded moderate resolutions. After some time Rabbi Wolf had
enough of the moderate proposals. He entered the conversation. He said that the American Jewish
leadership was guilty of the sin of silence for not speaking up sooner. He proposed a resolution calling
upon the national presidents of all the American Jewish organization to resign.

Rabbi Bronstein responded, "Of course, except Herman." "No", Rabbi Wolf thundered, "Especially
Herman!!"

Rabbi Wolf was an advocate for justice. Throughout his life he spoke on behalf of progressive values here
and around the world. He was a leader in movement on behalf of civil rights and in opposition to the Viet
Nam War. He was among the first in the American Jewish community to call upon Israel to speak to the
PLO.

Rabbi Wolf was not simply a wise guy. He was a wise and learned man. He was an individual of great
learning in Jewish sources and secular knowledge, particularly philosophy. Rabbi Wolf was a true
intellectual.

A few years ago Rabbi Barry Kogan, Ph. D., a professor of philosophy at HUC in Cincinnati, was our
scholar at a study kallah of the Chicago Reform Rabbis. During the study sessions he called us, his
colleagues, by our first names. But he called Arnie, Rabbi Wolf.

Rabbi Wolf was not a person who only had time for big ideas. He was also a caring rabbi to his the
members of his congregation in times of personal trouble and challenge. And for the rabbis of Chicago he
was a warm, caring friend

| did not always agree with Rabbi Wolf. But | was always happy to walk into a room and see him there.
Whether it was a meeting or class | knew that with Rabbi Wolf participating we would have a worthwhile
engaging time.

Zacher Tzadik Livracha, May the Memory of the Righteous be a Blessing.



Adult Activities & Family Activities
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Two Exciting Speakers Kick Off the New Year
The Social Action Committee invites you to two thought-provoking programs in January. We are honored to

host Rabbi Funnye during our Social Action Shabbat service on Friday, January 16, 2009, and Aaron
Freeman for our annual Martin Luther King Jr. program on Sunday morning, January 18, 2009.

Rabbi Capers Funnye

Congregation Etz Chaim welcomes back Rabbi Capers Funnye of Beth Shalom B’nai Zaken Ethiopian
Hebrew Congregation of Chicago, lllinois. Rabbi Funnye visited Etz Chaim in 2005 for our Martin Luther
King program, and this year he’ll speak at our Social Action Shabbat service taking place on January 16. In
addition to leading his congregation, Rabbi Funnye serves on the boards of the Jewish Council on Urban
Affairs and the American Jewish Congress of the Midwest, and is active in the Institute for Jewish and
Community Research, which reaches out to black Jewish communities outside the United States, such as
the Beta Israel in Ethiopia and the Igbo Jews in Nigeria. He was ordained a rabbi by the Israelite Rabbinical
Academy in 1985. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Jewish Studies and Master of Science in Human
Service Administration from the Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies in Chicago. Rabbi Funnye has worked
to break down false barriers in how "Jew" is defined and to wholeheartedly integrate those who convert.

"| often like to tell new people that when you start studying Judaism, every time you get a new book, every
time you learn something new, it should feel like dipping a spoon into a bucket of fresh well water. If you
ever had well water, it stimulates the whole being -- this is what Judaism does when we learn. It stimulates
the being. It's never stopped doing that for me. The more | learn, the richer it tastes; the better it tastes."

Aaron Freeman

We are also eager to welcome back Aaron Freeman for our annual Martin Luther King Jr. program the
morning of January 18. Aaron Freeman is a stand up comedian, author, cartoonist, blogger and Torah
Maven. He and his wife, artist Sharon Rosenzweig, publish the popular and controversial online weekly
cartoon series, The Comic Torah. As a stand-up comedian Aaron is a member of the internationally
acclaimed quartet, The Israeli/Palestinian Comedy Tour. Freeman also has performed with The Second
City and is a commentator for National Public Radio's "All Things Considered." Aaron co-wrote and
directed the hit stage comedy "The Arab/Israeli Comedy Hour."

His books include "How to Say 'l Love You' in 30 Languages,"” "Baby Boomers - Acid Rock to Acid Reflux"
and "Confessions of a Lottery Ball, the Inside our world of Aaron Freeman."

Paul Liptz to Speak at Etz Chaim

Please join the Social Action and Adult Education Committees for a very special evening on Saturday,
January 24, 2009. We will be hosting a special evening with Paul Liptz, a visiting scholar from Israel. Do
not miss this incredibly enlightening evening.

Paul Liptz was born in Zimbabwe, then known as Rhodesia, the grandson of a very early Jewish pioneer
family. In May 1967 Israel sent out a call to young Jews around the world to assist the country in the
coming war- Paul took a leave of absence from the international trading firm where he was working, and
joined hundreds of Southern Africans going to Israel. His plane arrived on June 4, 1967 -one day before
the Six Day War. After a short time, he decided to stay in Israel and studied at The Hebrew University. He
then moved to Tel Aviv University when he has been lecturing for almost 35 years.

He is currently the coordinator of Israel Studies, HUC-JIR/Jerusalem: Department of Middle Eastern and
African History, Tel Aviv University. He specializes in Jewish, Middle Eastern, and European topics and
lectures around the world.



Lehrhaus at OSRUI, July 16-19 2009
Rabbi Cosnowsky will teach another Lehrhaus Adult Study session at OSRUI, "Jewish Mindfullness- How
to Be Present in the Moment." Full details to follow in the near future.

Rabbi Bob's "Intro to Bible" Class
This spring | will again teach an "Introduction to Bible" course at EImhurst College on Wednesday evenings
beginning February 4th.

We will explore the Biblical texts using scholarly, literary, and traditional approaches. We will look at what
these texts meant to the original authors, what they have meant throughout the centuries, and what they
mean today. The course will meet on Wednesday evenings at EImhurst College from 6:30 PM to 9:30 PM
beginning February 4th through May 13th ( no class March 25th - spring break).

Some of the texts we will read together will be completely new for everybody. We will also explore very
familiar texts in a brand-new way.

We will look at questions like: Why are there two stories of creation in Genesis? Why does Deuteronomy
contain commandments not found in other books of the Torah? Why does God speak to “Moses and
Aaron” in Leviticus, but to “Moses” elsewhere?

Using investigative tools we will determine who wrote the books of the Bible and why.

Most Jews know very little about Christian scripture. This course will also provide entry into that world.
Members of Etz Chaim may audit the class. When | have taught this course in the past, members of the
congregation who have audited the class found it to be engaging and worthwhile. If you would like to audit
the class, please contact me by phone or email me.

Mah Jongg Cards

Attention all Mah Jongg players: Sisterhood is now taking orders for 2009 Mah Jongg cards. The costs are
—— $7.00 for a standard card and $8.00 for large print. We earned $231.00 for Sisterhood last
H'“".:"year! The deadline for getting the order in is January 31st. Please make the checks out to
3! ™ Congregation Etz Chaim Sisterhood. Orders and checks can be mailed to Kathy Herbach or
'E& put in the Sisterhood mailbox at the temple.




School & Youth Activities

Message From Our Educator

Earlier this month we had our annual 3rd — 7th grade family program. The theme of the program

i\was Traditions. Each family was asked to bring in a picture of the family, along with a family

mtradition that is special to them. We got a wonderful array of ideas. These traditions, along with
the family picture, is posted on the bulletin board across from the hall restrooms.

Here is a sampling of some of the traditions shared:

We play high low at dinner. We go around the table and each of us tells our “high and low” of the
day. It a great way to share what happens every day. Cohen Family

In our family it is a tradition to eat matzo meal latkes instead of traditional potato latkes. Originally
these matzo meal latkes were just served during Passover but over the generations that my mom’s
family has made and served those, we now serve them during our Hanukkah celebrations and
when we break the fast during Yom Kippur. I'm not sure how long the recipe has been in our family
but it was passed down from my great-great grandmother, who came to the U.S. from a tiny village
near Kiev, Russia. Albert Family

We say prayers and eat challah on Shabbat. We shop for gifts for a needy boy and girl on
Hanukkah. Spenadel Family

One of our favorite traditions is going apple picking every fall. We love to ride the hay wagon out to
the fields and pick red and golden delicious apples right off the tree. Roseman Family
Our grandfather purchases the tallitot for his grandchildren. Brecher Family

It has become our tradition to participate each year in the Etz Chaim retreat. It is a great time of
year to be at camp — not too cold and not too hot. We are surrounded by lots of friends. We
experience the true meaning of Shabbat — a nice balance between worship, learning, relaxation,
eating, song and fun. It truly helps us to solidify our sense of Jewish identity and community with
our Etz Chaim family. Heinz Family

The night before a family member’s birthday, after they have gone to bed, the rest of the family
blows up lots of balloons at night; then we put it in the bed of the birthday person’s bed so when
they wake up, they are covered (or their room is filled) with balloons to tell them that it is their
special day. Bender Family

Each month we celebrate one Shabbat with some of our friends. We say blessings and have a nice
dinner. The kids play together while the adults chat. Goffin Family

Each night of Hanukkah, Tess and Jared each put a quarter in a tzedakah box that they made. On
the first night they each put in one quarter, on the second night they each put in two quarters and
we continue all eight nights. On the last night we decide what charity to donate the money to.
Schwarz Family

Every year our family invites a different non Jewish family over for Rosh Hashanah dinner. At this
dinner we have orange chicken, matzah ball soup, sweet potato casserole, apples dipped in honey
and carrot tsimmes. Of course we always have a round challah. Traditions are important to us.
Travers Family



We have a huge sukkah building event each year inviting most of the Jewish people we know
(especially those with kids). We construct the sukkah out of wood and then decorate it. We collect
mostly appropriate sukkah type of ornaments and use them year after year (like people with
Christmas Trees). Ornaments include fruit, leaves, animals, etc. We also collect non-christmas
ornaments that have some relevance to us (for example, Hannah played the flute so we have a
flute ornament, Max and Hannah dive so we have these really cool ceramic fish, Max and | went to
Philadelphia so we picked up some Philadelphia ornaments, etc.) We also purchase fall folliage
from Michaels each year and decorate the sukkah with that (wreaths, swags, etc.). And, Hannah
and her friends always make the world's largest construction paper chain. We even have these
lights that go around the top of the sukkah that are embedded in these leaves (so the lights are
appropriate). It's a really wonderful event and the family looks forward to unwrapping all the
ornaments every year looking for their favorite one. Jablow Family

During the Passover seder our family tradition is to have the children act out the 10 plagues using
toys and props. It is very fun and full of laughter until we get to the 10th plague when the mood
becomes very solemn. Patterson Family

The list goes on and on. We received many family recipes. In January we will be passing out to all the
children in the intermediate department a copy of the book we are assembling with all the wonderful ideas.
If you did not submit your idea, please email Diane so you can be included in the book.

Snow Day School Closing Information

We will no longer use a telephone "snow tree" to inform people about school
closings this year. If there is a school closing, an email will be sent out before 7:00
AM on a Sunday morning to all families and before 2:00 PM on a Wednesday
afternoon. In addition, it will be posted on the Etz Chaim website if school is closed.

If you do not have access to email at home, please let Anne Stein know and we will
arrange for you to get a phone call.

Summer is just around the corner and so is camp! OSRUI applications are available

OLIN SANG RUBY at the temple or on the OSRUI website. Spaces fill up quickly so get your application
MBS e Wlin soon! Financial assistance forms are available at the temple or on our website. The

' ®Robert Scott Samuels Fund is specifically marked to help our families send children to
¢ ' OSRUL.



Tzedakah Box to Benefit MAZON

Mazon is an organization that works to stop hunger in our country and across the world. The Social Action
Committee has designated all contributions to the Tzedakah box, located in the lobby, to be donated to
MAZON for the months of January, February and March.

At our October 7, 2008 Social Action meeting, the committee agreed to donate $1000 from the Louis and
Bettye Kaplan Social Action Fund to two organizations: MAZON and 100 FRIENDS.

Jacob Hall, the youngest member of the committee, recommended MAZON (which means food in Hebrew)
as a great organization. MAZON, a Jewish Response to Hunger, is a national agency that uses donations
to prevent and alleviate hunger among people of all faiths and backgrounds. Each year, MAZON grants
over $3 million to more than 300 carefully screened hunger-relief agencies, including emergency food
providers, food banks, multi-service organizations and advocacy groups that seek long-term solutions to
the hunger problem. They have a strong presence in lllinois and Chicago, with grants to America’s Second
Harvest, the lllinois Hunger Coalition, the ARK, Northern lllinois Food Bank, the EZRA Center (Jewish
Federation of Metro. Chicago), the Good New Community Kitchen, the Lakeview Pantry, and Vital Bridges.
MAZON's mission is to educate and raise the consciousness of the Jewish community regarding its
obligation to alleviate hunger and its causes, and to provide for people who are hungry.

Update from the Lichtenberg Life in Israel Saga or:lsraeli Politics and Other

Nonsense to Learn About!

So | ended the last message with our plans for our one year anniversary of Aliyah, to be greeters for the
Nefesh b’Nefesh Aliyah flight arriving on that same day. This was a wonderful experience, seeing people
just beginning the Israel leg of their adventure...... exhaustion and excitement all in one. We sat in the
welcoming ceremony with their array of speakers from NBN, the Israeli government, religious notables and
other people of note. And we were part for the first time when the entire event was broadcast live on the
internet. For those of you who want to experience the process on this end, you can still see this year’s
arrivals on the web

While the tapes are somewhat long, on the September 7th video you can see the welcome by Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert.

Speaking of our Prime Minister, anyone reading the news knows that he has resigned. A little introduction
here to the structure of the Israeli government might help you understand what you hear about Israeli
politics. Yes, we live in a democracy. No, it is not structured like the U.S. federal government. Here we
have a parliamentary democracy. We do not vote for the chief executive of the government. We vote for
one of the many parties or groups that are part of the Knesset (parliament) or that want to be part of it.
Currently, | count 13 groups in the Knesset, although that may have changed with some recent re-
structuring. Each party/group wins a number of the 120 seats in the Knesset depending on the percentage
of the popular vote that they receive. Prior to the election, the group has set up a list of representatives and
whatever number of seats they receive go to that number of people on the top of their list.

The leader of the group/party holding the largest number of seats then attempts to put together a coalition
consisting of at least 61 (a majority) of the ministers (representatives) that have been elected by
negotiating with each of their parties to help them achieve some of their goals. If the leader can put
together a larger number of seats in the coalition, it reduces the ability of the smaller groups to demand
concessions later based on their ability to take away the majority by dropping out of the coalition.



Upon Ehud Olmert’s resignation (which only goes into effect when his replacement has been chosen), Tzipi
Livni (currently the Foreign Minister negotiating with the Palestinians) was elected to the party (Kadima)
chairmanship through a party election in September. She was unable to get enough of the other parties to
agree to a coalition (neither she nor they were willing to give up enough of their conflicting goals) so this
requires us to have a general election which will change the number of seats that each party holds. Then
the negotiating begins again with whichever party dominates trying for the leadership position. This
happens in February, 2009.

For those of you who haven't been here or haven't been in recent years, the racial mix has gotten
interesting. Firstly, many Ethiopian Jews have immigrated here since the early 1980's. Some are still
coming. They have had some difficulty becoming part of the society, not so much because of any color
prejudice but rather because of culture shock. Their absorption process is considerably longer than for
those coming from more modernized countries. But we don't see any evidence of racial conflict in the way
that we know it in the U.S. And the younger folks have grown up as Jewish Israelis and are really part of
society, including service in the army. It is still somewhat striking to observe blacks conversing in Hebrew. |
love it!

There are also people from other nations who come here as ‘foreign workers.” The larger group that we see
are Filippinos, who started coming here as the decline in available Palestinian workers occurred with the
Intifada. These workers come here legally (at least initially) and provide services such as ‘metaplim’
(caretakers for the elderly or infirm). | understand that they are also involved in other low-level employment
areas, but the metaplim are the ones that | see. They are able to make enough money here to live, to pay
the fee of the ‘agents’ who arranged for their employment here, as well as send money back to their
families. Another group of foreign workers that we see are those from India. These are not the Indian Jews
that you may have read about (Bene Menashe), but rather non-Jewish workers who come for a few years
to build up their nest-egg. We spoke with some neighbors who have spouses and children back in India
and have plans for a better life after their years in Israel.

We see a small number of these workers who become romantically involved with Israelis and end up
marrying and sometimes converting. | don't think that this is a large number, but it adds to the diversity of
the Israeli population. As | look at the challenges that we encounter, | can’'t begin to imagine what they
need to overcome in establishing their lives here. We see some as members of the conversion class at Or
Hadash.

We continue to work at and improve our usage of Hebrew in our daily lives. Sometimes | just look around
the city and realize how much more | understand of what is written on the buildings, the signs, the
advertisements....... we have definitely come a long way. And then | try to formulate what | want to say in
some situations and am still just missing parts of the vocabulary that | need. But at least | understand a
great deal more of the structure and grammar that helps me to know what is going on. And as | listen to
people on the street, especially the children, | am thrilled with the language that brings us together with
Jews from all over the world as well as with our own heritage. When | want to feel less overwhelmed by the
task at hand, | can go to this website to read some of the story of how the language of our distant past was
brought back to life as a language capable of use in our modern world. And | recognize that | have (and will
probably always have) a very noticeable Mivtah (accent) the moment | open my mouth.

So we’ve been through our second round of Holy Days in Israel. And it was again wonderful. | don’t even
have to schedule days off for Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur, never mind explaining to anyone why | won'’t
be at work those days. Not to mention not working on Succot or Simhat Torah and having the days before
each of them as skeleton staffing only. What a different world we live in.

This is Lulu, who made Aliyah with us. Her sweet personality, intelligence and
protectiveness made her an absolute joy in our lives. Unfortunately, she
passed from our lives just before Rosh Hashanah. It is our first sad event
here. She was actually a loss to our whole neighborhood where many people
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welcomed her and loved to see her. In fact, because of her we met many of the people in the
neighborhood, local parks and even along the streets of the area.

There is another big difference in our lives here in Israel. Reform Judaism, as we see it, is a different
creature here. Think about it. In the U.S., or probably anywhere else in the Diaspora, a major role of
Reform Judaism is to provide people who are living within and participating in their local societies with a
link to their Jewish communities. It offers an opportunity to participate in Jewish activities, get Jewish
education, make Jewish friends and act as a community. | remember Rabbi Spanjer speaking about the
reasons to come to services. We tend to come when we need to be part of our Jewish community, when
we need support. She pointed out that we need to be at services to be that community when others need
Jewish support. Here in Israel, our entire lives consist of being part of the Hebrew, Jewish community. |
work at Rambam Hospital, Bobbie at Madatech, we’ve attended the Abba Hushi Ulpan and ride the Egged
buses. We read the English version of the newspaper Haaretz (meaning ‘the land), the word which in
common Hebrew conversation is used to refer to Israel. Children in public schools learn Jewish and Israeli
history and celebrate the Jewish holidays. The entire nature of life around us changes when there is a
special Jewish occasion. So why have a Reform Jewish community? As we see it practiced at Or Hadash,
one of the major reasons is to participate in the wonderful Jewish tradition of Tikun Olam (fixing the world).
You can click on the ‘Tikun Olam’ button at the Or Hadash web site to see some of what goes on here.
The congregation also give a center for performance of life-cycle events for those who do not participate in
the Orthodox community. There is some difference in the acceptance of those events for legal purposes
(very long story) compared to those performed by the Orthodox rabbinate. So the congregation also gives
us a forum for promoting changes to the current legal/religious system. We also serve as a welcoming
community to visitors to our Jewish homeland, those of similar Reform background as well as others even
including non-Jewish individual/s groups. We are continuing to learn about other aspects and roles of the
Reform community here. Another difference in the Reform community here is that we are treated differently
from the Orthodox community by the government. The Orthodox congregations and rabbinate receive their
financial support from the government, the Reform congregations get nothing. There is some sign of
change in that realm, but we are a long way from equality!!

Another thing that we did not expect that we have encountered here is some degree of proselytizing in our
midst. There are some groups that are very careful NOT to do this. These include the Bahai (One of their
major religious and pilgrimage centers is here in Haifa.) as well as some Christian groups like the Southern
Baptists (who are very active in supporting Israel as a Jewish state). On the other hand, we have
encountered Messianic Jews (Jews for Jesus) in personal situations as well as on the streets, much as
they do in the U.S. We believe that it is not illegal to try to convert Jews here, but is strongly discouraged. It
is certainly not a welcome activity. Not only is this annoying, but it is disturbing that these people, who in
our view have accepted another religion even if they were born Jewish, take advantage of the Law of
Return to come here. At least some then accept the extensive financial benefits which the government
provides to help Jews to make their Aliyah successful. We also had one encounter with a proudly Christian
woman who had made Aliyah from the Ukraine based on having had a Jewish grandfather. On first
meeting, she seemed to be trying to convert Bobbie. That changed by the next time that we saw her.

On some occasions, we have encountered young people who are here on tours such as those run by
Taglit-Birthright or by congregational trips. On the one hand, it seems to generally give them a life-changing
experience by connecting them to Israel and the Jewish community. But on the other hand, it also gives us
a great feeling. It contributes to the connection we feel with the world Jewish community which we don’t
always see as we are occupied with our daily lives. It also give us a sense of hope for the supply of future
support as well as future Olim (immigrants). Whether you contribute to the chances of your children coming
to visit via the SKIP program at the synagogue, sending them on the congregational trips or connecting
them with the Taglit-Birthright for their trips (which | believe are generally free), you do your children and us
a great service. | hope that one of the times that | stop along Ben Gurion street to say hello to the groups
that | see, that maybe one of the kids will tell me that they come from Congregation Etz Chaim.

So this year, we were here for the entire dry season from sometime back in April until October. During this
entire time, we saw no rain. Not a day was there wet ground here in Haifa. Almost inconceivable to those of

10



us who grew up in the northern part of the U.S. When the rain finally starts, it brings an appreciation both of
the great gifts that G-d grants us as well the incredible job that those before us had in making this a fertile,
productive land. Now that we are moving into winter, this is the rainy season (no snow at all in most parts
of the country). But that does not mean endless days of rain. It simply means rain on some days. We hope
that there will be enough to replenish Israel’s water supply, which currently is very low.

There is another type of support that we would appreciate here. That is the financial support that comes
from using Israeli businesses and products. Yes, we are starting to see some of the effects of the world
financial situation although probably nothing compared to what many of you see in the U.S. But if you have
the choice of buying something Israeli vs. something not, please add that into your decision making. One
thing that | have preferred in the times that we have traveled here in the past is to travel on El Al. Yes,
there is a chance that you will find a cheaper fare on another airline if you look hard. But | must say that |
have greatly enjoyed the fine service as well as the incredible sense of security that | have on EI Al.

So this was an interesting election season for us. For the first time in our lives, we voted twice inside of one
month. And it wasn’t even the Chicago version of ‘vote early, vote often!” We submitted absentee ballots for
the U.S. presidential election, getting to participate in that historic event. Yes, we are still citizens and have
the right to vote through the election board of our last place of residence in the U.S. And then we voted in
the municipal elections here in Haifa. It's done a little differently here. We were handed two envelopes, one
yellow and one white, when we walked into the voting office. We went into the voting booth where there
were little piles of white and yellow paper with writing (in Hebrew, of course) on them. The white ones had
the names of candidates for the Mayor of Haifa. The yellow ones had names of political parties on them.
They were vying for seats on the equivalent of the City Council.

We both recently had some fun days through our workplaces, which are apparently a typical thing here.
Both of our employers sponsored days for Tee-yul (touring). The Cardiology department from Rambam
went north to the Galilee, the Lebanese border, bicycled around a nature preserve, a lovely large lunch in a
fish restaurant, and a stop at a place that turns locally grown olives into olive oil. The department actually
did this on two different days so that half of the department could go each time. And this counted as a day
of work!! It is an example of the appreciation of quality of life that we find here.

So what is our perception of what goes on in the news here? What is all this activity with settlers in the
territories, the House of Contention being evacuated in Hebron, etc. In summary, there are Meshugim
(crazy people) on all sides of the issue. It is embarrassing and upsetting to us as Jews when other Jews
assault Palestinian passers-by with rocks or verbal attacks or firearms. And it is upsetting to us when a
rocket lands in a parking lot in Sderot, though it luckily did not kill anyone this week. Have we come up with
solutions to all the problems? Not nearly. But we are beginning to get a handle on the complexity of the
issues in both the short term and the long term. And as always, we begin to have the joy of knowledgeable
disagreements over the breakfast table!!

| think this is (more than) long enough. We'll sign off for now. And next time we’ll tell you the outcome of
our invitation for candle-lighting on the third night of Hanukah. We have been invited to light candles along
with a group from Haifa with Shimon Peres at Beit Hanassi (President’s House). Should be fun!

Our love and best wishes to all of you for the holiday season!
Gershom and Bobbie Lichtenberg

OSRUI Awards Etz Chaim

Congregation Etz Chaim was this year's recipient of the 2008 Registration Award. Etz Chaim sent
59 campers to OSRUI which represented the most kids sent to camp from all congregations combined.
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When Someone You Care About Is Ill: Making Your Mitzvah Matter
Sunday, February 22, 2009, 2:30-4:30 PM

Midwest Palliative & Hospice CareCenter

2050 Claire Court, Glenview

Hosted by the CareCenter Jewish Care Service program and the Jewish Healing Network of Chicago, this
two-part program will feature:

* A rabbi-led, text-based study about the Mi Shebeirach prayer and its call to action

* A presentation about meaningful and strategic ways to help us help others facing a serious illness.

The presentation will include dos and don'ts, guidelines for bikur cholim visits and more.

For more information about this event, call (847) 556-1575 or visit www.carecenter.org.

Hillel at the University of Illinois
To: Family and Friends of University of lllinois Urbana/Champaign Students:

Tikkun Olam starts rights here in the Chicago suburbs. Through a generous grant from the Takiff Family
Foundation and the First Bank of Highland Park Foundation, the Hillel at the University of lllinois is
expanding its kosher services to students. The Cohen Center for Jewish Life now offers free Shabbat
meals every week!

Kabbalat Shabbat dinner is offered at 7:30 PM each Friday night, and Shabbat lunch is served around 1:30
PM on Saturdays. lllini Hillel's kitchen is certified kosher by the Chicago Rabbinical Council (cRc) and
offers multiple kosher food choices throughout the week, in addition to the free Shabbat meals.

No reservations are necessary for any of the meals or events! For additional information, please call the
Hillel directly at 217.344.1328 or visit www.illinihillel.org.

Academic Scholarship Program

Approximately $500,000 in scholarship funds will be available from the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan
Chicago for Jewish college and graduate students in need of financial assistance for the 2009-2010
academic year. Eligibility requirements include: full-time graduate enrollment primarily in a “helping
profession”; or vocational or undergraduate training in the helping sectors requiring no graduate education
for employment; or studies in the arts or sciences; or communications at the University of lllinois at Urbana-
Champaign; or law.

Applicants must be legally domiciled in the greater Chicago metropolitan area, or, in some cases, Cook
County or Northwest Indiana. Jewish Vocational Service administers the scholarship program and
personally interviews all applicants before April 20. To apply, go www.jvschicago.org and click on
Scholarship Services. For additional information or questions call the JVS Scholarship Secretary at (312)
673-3457 or e-mail: jvsscholarship@jvschicago.org. The application deadline is February 15, 2009.

Jewish Employment Network

Job Seekers experience many hopes and challenges in the job market. If you have been recently
downsized or are thinking of changing careers, the Jewish Employment Network offers numerous options
to assist you with your career goals: career counseling, job search strategies, networking opportunities,
and access to monthly round tables and support groups. For more information go to www.jvschicago.org or
call Joyce Bogolub, JVS Career Counselor, at 630-889-0548
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Apachi Day Camp is Proud to Announce it's 2nd Year!
Camp Date : June 15 - July 24 2009- Save the Dates BRAND NEW CAMP PROGRAMS:

Apachi Adventures - 5th & 6th graders(a 3 day trip camp and 2 day stay a camp program)

Pioneer program- 4 yr old - K same program as settlers, except no full day field trip, only 1/2 day), smaller
groups

Settlers program - full day camp with full day field trip & 1/2 day trip Swimming, rock climbing, sports, arts
& crafts, drama,music,judica, shabbat, mini courses and much more...

Optional bus service from Etz Chaim ( extra cost per child)

Register early and pay 2008 prices.. website and brochure will be available in December, more information
to come.

Looking for Financial Help for Summer 2009 at OSRUI?

There are scholarships available, and some are not based on financial need. First, contact your rabbi to
find out if your congregation has a camp scholarship fund and to let him or her know that you will be
seeking outside scholarship help many funds require a signature or statement from your rabbi.

The Campership Program of Chicago  will provide campers attending a Jewish overnight camp for the
first time for 3 weeks or more $1250, and those attending for the second time $750. It doesn't matter what
your income is or how many summers you attended camp for two weeks or less. You must live in the
Chicago metropolitan area (including Northwest Indiana) or as far away as Springfield or Champaign-
Urbana. This program is not need based . For information, go to their website: www.campership.net

The OSRUI Campership Program provides assistance to campers based on financial need. To apply,
attach a note to your registration form that includes your name and mailing address and a request for
Campership forms. Forms will be mailed to you by December 1st and are due back in the OSRUI office by
February 1st. For information contact Susan Alexander: 847-239-6980 salexander@urj.org

Your local Jewish Federation may offer scholarships as well. Campers in the Chicago area can apply for
help from the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago through us only. We will send you the appropriate
forms when we send your OSRUI scholarship forms.

Indiana University Scholarships for Incoming Freshman

The Robert A. and Sandra S. Borns Jewish Studies Program at Indiana University is pleased to announce
two 4-year scholarships for incoming freshman beginning in Fall 2009: The Herb & Bernice Levetown
Scholarship and the Selma Lee Mervis Young Scholarship, and three one-year scholarships for incoming
freshman for the 2009-2010 year. One Robert A. and Sandra S. Borns Scholarship and two Irving M.
Glazer Student Scholarships. The Levetown, Borns and Glazer scholarships will be awarded to outstanding
incoming freshman committed to pursuing a major or an area certificate in Jewish Studies at Indiana
University, Bloomington. Candidates will be considered on the basis of outstanding academic and personal
achievement. Students should have a GPA of 3.4 or above and have a record of academic and
extracurricular accomplishment.

Applications must be received on or before Friday, March 6, 2009. Winners will be announced in May 2009
For more information about the Jewish Studies Program at Indiana University go to www.indiana.edu/~jsp
and click on “student funding” in the left-hand column for more information about the scholarships.
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URJ Olin-Sang-Ruby-Union-Institute 2008-2009 Special Programs

In addition to our popular summer camp, OSRUI offers a variety of special programs throughout the year.
Apr. 22-26 DEVORAH Quilting Kallah

OSRUI has pieced together this fabulous adult program for all levels of quitters, beginners through
experienced.

May 15-17 FATHER & SON Kallah

Special time at Camp for dads, granddads, uncles, and the boys they love, age 5 to 12.

May 27-31 HAVA NASHIRA

This songleading workshop is for those who teach or lead music in camps, congregations, and community
centers._For more information or to register: www.osrui.org

847-239-6984 « osruiprograms@urj.org

JUF Book Buddies

Be a part of an exciting new program for young families. Once a month we will be reading stories about the
Jewish holidays, singing songs, and creating art projects. Bring your friends, and meet new ones, too!

JUF Book Buddies is now on Facebook! Come join our group at:
http://www.congetzchaim.com/group.php?gid=48676338224 to see pictures and get information about the
next program, or connect with other families you met at JUF Book Buddies

Who:

Families with children ages 0-5
Where:

Barnes & Noble Bookstore

47 East Chicago Avenue Naperville

Dates:

Sunday, January 11
Sunday, February 15
Sunday, March 15
Sunday, April 5
Times:

10:30-11:30 a.m.
Register online

The Humanitarin Service Project
The Humanitarin Service Project (where we donate our mac & cheese groggers) is in desperate need of
the following items for their food drive:

tuna, canned meats and meals, hot cereals, boxed pasta meals, canned
fruits and vegetables, instat jello, noodles, powdered beverages,
non-perishable condiments and snack foods.

The address is:

The Humanitarian Service Project
1425 Neltor Blvd. (Highway 59)
West Chicago, IL. 60185

(630) 231-1542
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Social Action News
Bring your cell phones to the donation box in the lobby for the benefit of Family Shelter Services. This effort
has raised hundreds of dollars for this worthy cause already. Thank you all

Support DuPage PADS- Clean Your Closets!

DuPage PADS has recently partnered with Fundraise & Recycle Clothes Now! Drop off donations of
clothing and soft goods at our green Donation Bin located at 703 West Liberty. F&RCN (Fundraise &
Recycle Clothes Now) will reimburse DuPage PADS for donations collected, which helps raise funds for
programs that assist people who are homeless in our communities. In addition, if you are having a clothing
collection drive and have surplus items at the end of your event, our partner Fundraise & Recycle Clothes
Now! will pick-up that surplus for you. Think of us when you are cleaning out your closets. And, since none
of the donations will go into landfills, you are helping keep our community green! For more information,
please call DuPage PADS at 630-682-3846 X 222.

A note from the Library Committee: Where to donate books

Etz Chaim is fortunate to have a vibrant and vital library. Thanks to the efforts of a dedicated corps of
volunteers and the generous contributions of the congregation to the Robert Glass Memorial Library Fund,
the library collection grows and is kept up-to-date.

If you have books that you no longer wish to keep as part of your library, please consider donating them to
your public library or to SCARCE - School and Community Assistance for Recycling & Composting
Education (www.bookrescue.org), located at 799 Roosevelt Rd., Bldg. 2, Suite 108, Glen Ellyn.

Please do not bring books to the Etz Chaim library unless previous arrangements with the library chair
have been made. Thank you.

NETY - EIE

Spend a semester
at the NFTY-EIE
High School in
Israel and take

your own!

Why just look at pictures in your history textbook?
Earn High School Credit.
Apply for the Spring or the Fall semester.
Live in the picturesque Judean Hills on Kibbutz Tzuba.
Discover your Jewish past as you live the Jewish present
Learn to converse in modern Hebrew.
Climb Masada, swim in the Dead Sea, hike from Sea to Sea, explore and camp out in the Negev.
Travel to Poland for a week to continue your study of Modern Jewish History.
Make new NFTY friends and build a strong Reform Community.

For more information please contact

Stacy Chassen
Director of Admissions (212) 650-4073
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Jewish Employment Network

Job Seekers experience many hopes and challenges in the job market. If you have recently been
downsized or are thinking of changing careers, the Jewish Employment Network offers numerous options
to assist you with your career goals: career counseling, job search strategies, networking opportunities,
and access to monthly round tables and support groups. For more information go to www.jvschicago.org or
call Joyce Bogolub, JVS Career Counselor, at 630-889-0548.

Tl‘lﬂ (_on %J’ﬁ gation offers

its (_ondolences to...

Garry, Inez & Ben Moses
on the death of their daughter and sister,
Michele Moses.

Sharon Frolick and her family
on the death of her uncle,
Melvin Rubin.

Cindy Michelassi and her family
on the death of her brother-in-law,
Glenn Lawrentz Sr.

Cynthia Blew and her family
on the death of her cousin,
Murray Pollack.

Thc Co ngrc[gation offers

its Ccrngratu ations to...

Loran & Laura Eatman
Bianca, Maya, Janna & Seth
on the birth of their son, brother & step-brother,
Nathan William Eatman.

Larry, Sara & Mia Herman
on the birth of their daughter and sister,
Abbey Rowan Herman

Tal & Sara Paperin and Marilyn Streit
on the birth of their son & grandson.
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Kaddish January 2-3 Kaddish January 9-10, 2009
12/28 Earl Block 01/4 Hershey Kaluzna
12/28 Mary Brunetti 01/4 Ida Shankin
12/28 Faye Davis 01/5 Benjamin Reinhart
12/29 Gladys Appel 01/6 Theodore Brunetti
12/29 David Dunn 01/6 Linda Grossinger
12/29 Natalie Jacowitz 01/6 Nettie Holzman
12/29 Lee Schwartz 01/6 Vera Kahn
12/29 Arnold Wolochuk 01/6 Sylvia Maze
12/30 Charles Rosenkrantz 01/6 Rose Szarvas
12/30 Iddrise Swanson 01/7 Sarahann Aron
12/31 Michael Gilbert 01/7 Harry Aron
12/31 Emily Oberman 01/7 Sarahann Aron
12/31 Fred Palais 01/7 Louis Blacher
01/1 Gerald Bild 01/7 Barney Cohen
01/1 Anna Cremer 01/7 Larry Harris
01/1 Max Cremer 01/7 Irwin Labbie
01/1 Edward Farkas 01/8 Jim Johnson
01/1 Melvina Farkas 01/8 Ida Turner
01/1 Isadore Feinglass 01/9 David Baitcher
01/1 Richard Lencer 01/9 Benjamin Dorsay
01/2 Sarah Carter 01/9 William Kroll
01/3 Morris Ardell 01/9 Lester Margulis
01/3 Razella Berger 01/9 Steven Shallat
01/3 Saul Kaplan 01/9 Harris Smulin
01/3 Hannah Olson 01/9 Florence Trafimow
01/3 Avram Rokukind 01/9 Al Wechsler
01/3 Esther Roubitchek 01/10 Brett Armin
01/3 Manuel Rovins 01/10 William Goldstein
01/10 Juanita Grafe
01/10 Edith Kanter
01/10 Evelyn Siegel
01/10 Betty Stein
01/10 Miriam Zonis
Kaddish January 16-17, 2009 Kaddish January 23-24, 2009
01/12 Miriam Cohen 01/18 Diane Baruch
01/12 Abraham Convissor 01/18 Felipe Chejfec
01/12 Sherry Vinnick 01/18 Farla Hoffer
01/13 Morris Kaluzna 01/18 Hyman Linda
01/13 Luna Leibowitz 01/18 Laura Maze
01/13 Myron Sigale 01/18 Celia Neimark
01/14 Levi Yitzhak BenDavid 01/18 Sam Steinberg
01/15 Ida Bernstein 01/19 Helen East
01/15 Margarit Chinn 01/19 Philip Gintzler
01/15 Benjamin Weininger 01/19 Beatrice Schultz
01/16 Beatrice Bierman 01/19 Ruth Vesecky
01/16 Lillian Greenspan 01/20 Otto Armin
01/16 Mary Safer 01/20 Norman Becker
01/17 Lori Goldman 01/20 Herbert Natkin
01/17 Louis Nadler 01/20 Chuck Olin
01/17 Sara Rachlin-Rhodes 01/20 Manuel Ostroff

01/20 Bernard Yellin

01/21 Ruth Blumenstein

01/21 Heather McTaggart

01/21 Willard Meiller

01/21 Robert Stamm

01/22 Robert Bruder

01/22 John Gumpman

01/22 Sharon Hirsch

01/22 Thelma Taub

01/23 Max Haber

01/23 Dorothy Hugenberg

01/23 Hershal Layne 01/23 Miriam Stein
01/23 Charles Mays 01/24 Alex Maze

17



/)

Senior Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
In memory of

Robert Appel

Mary Brunetti

Edward Prieske

Assistant Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
In memory of

Gladys Appel

Nathan Harris

Building Fund

In memory of

Greg Benario

Dora Samson

Mary Safer

Louis and Bettye Kaplan Social Action Fund
In honor of

Aaron Louis Levitan Vargas' birth
In memory of

Bernard Yellin

Dorothy Koplow

Kurt Salomon

Helen East

New Prayer Book Fund

In honor of

Irene Siegel's birthday

In memory of

Mary Sutton

Julius Richelson

William Goldstein

Robert Scott Samuels Scholarship Fund
In memory of

George Moquin

Benjamin Dorsay

Giza Jacobson

TY

rTZEbaraH

"Anyone who saves one life, has saved an entire world"

Donated by
Florence Appel
Cynthia Brunetti
Markwell Family

Donated by
Florence Appel
Corinne Foler

Donated by
Benario Family
Benario Family
Gloria Kahn

Donated by
David & Barbara Baruch
Donated by
Gina Bogin
David & Barbara Baruch
Fred Salomon
Fred Salomon

Donated by

Abner & Janet Ganet
Donated by

Ann Mehrman

Barry Mehrman
Howard Goldstein

Donated by
Norma Berman
Gary Dorsay
Felice Dorsay

Sophie and Jack Edwards Scholar-In-Residence Fund

In honor of

Etz Chaim

In memory of
Michael Gilbert

Donated by

Tom & Sue Denson
Donated by

Marc Gilbert
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Cruising!
See the world and only unpack once
Small ships; Large ships 3 - 14+ days

Family, friends, co-workers - Create your own group vacation
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Real Estate
Zoreams

630-341-8252

4 4 6

A Reality!
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The Ink Well
A Complete Print Service
Family Owned and Operated

Visit us for all your printing & copying needs
Wedding Invitations | Business Cards | Stationery Letterhead | Envelopes | Flyers Programs | Menus
School Programs | Church Bulletins | Newsletters | Booklets

Let us make your work easier!
Call today for a quote - 630.268.0050

Color Copies - Black & White Copies
Full Service Print Shop - Bindery & Faxing Services

Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm

119 E Roosevelt Rd. | Lombard, IL | 60146
Ph: 630.268.0050 | Fax: 630.268.0170
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