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Shabbat Services:  
 
Shabbat Pekudei  
Friday March 7, 2008  
6:30 PM Tot Shabbat 
Rabbi Cosnowsky will tell a story. 
8:15 PM Shabbat Evening Service 
Rabbi Bob will discuss,  
 
Saturday March 8, 2008  
9:00 AM Torah Study 
NO Morning Service 
 
Shabbat Vayikra  
Friday March 14, 2008  
Scholar-In-Residence 
8:15 PM Shabbat Evening Service 
Dr. Elsie Stern will speak. 
 
Saturday March 15, 2008  
NO Torah Study 
NO Morning Service 
9:30 AM Scholar-In-Residence 
Dr. Elsie Stern will speak. 
 
* Childcare is available during Friday 
evening services in our Nursery . 
 
 
Services of Special Interest:  
 
March 20,2008  
7:00 PM Erev Purim Service 
 
March 28, 2008  
7:30 PM Family Service 
 
April 4, 2008  
6:30 PM Tot Shabbat 
 
April 11, 2008  
8:15 PM Dr. Bryant Cureton, the President of 
Elmhurst College will speak��

 
April 18, 2008  
7:30 PM Family Service 
 

 
Calendar: 
 
Wednesday March 5  
9:00 AM Preschool 
4:00 PM Hebrew School 
7:00 PM Adult Bar/Bar Mitzvah 
Class 
  
Thursday March 6  
9:00 AM Preschool 
7:00 PM Adult Ed Class 
7:30 PM Budget and Finance 
Committee  
 
Friday March 7  
9:00 AM Preschool 
 
Saturday March 8  
6:30 PM Soup, Bread & Game 
Night 
 
Sunday March 9  
9:00 AM Religious School 
Tumlar Today During Religious 
School 
Manna Order Deadline 
11:30 PM Junior Choir Rehearsal 
12:00 PM Youth Committee 
Meeting 
12:30 PM URJ Intro to Judaism   
6:30 PM AA/Al-Anon Meeting 
 
Monday March 10  
6:30 PM Office Committee 
7:30 PM Home Groan Orchestra 
Rehearsal 
 
Tuesday March 11  
9:00 AM Preschool 
7:00 PM Executive Committee 
7:15 PM Jewish Mindfulness 
Class w/ Rabbi Cosnowsky 
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
Wednesday March 12  
9:00 AM Preschool  
4:00 PM Hebrew School 
4:00 PM Manna Orders Distributed 
7:00 PM School Committee  
7:00 PM Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah Class 
 
Thursday March 13  
9:00 AM Preschool  
 
Friday March 14  
9:00 AM Preschool 
Scholar-In-Residence Weekend 
 
Saturday March 15  
Scholar-In-Residence Weekend 
9:30 AM Dr. Elsie Stern will speak. 
 
Sunday March 16   
Scholar-In-Residence Weekend 
9:00 AM Religious School 
NO Tumlar  
11:30 AM Junior Choir Rehearsal 
12:30 PM URJ Into to Judaism Class 
PADS  
6:30 PM AA/Al-Anon Meeting  
 
Monday March 17  
7:30 PM Home Groan Orchestra 
Rehearsal 
 
Tuesday March 18  
9:00 AM Preschool 
12:00 PM Senior Lunch Meeting 
7:30 PM Board Meeting 
  
 
Wednesday March 19  
9:00 AM Preschool 
4:00 PM Hebrew School 
7:00 PM Adult Bar/ Bat Mitzvah Class 
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Worship  
�

Message from Rabbi Bob 
Most of the second half of Sefer Sh'mot, The Book of Exodus, is devoted to construction of the 
Mishkan, the sanctuary, in the wilderness. The Torah portion for this Shabbat, Pekudai, the final 
portion in Exodus, describes the completion of that process. The Mishkan was the place to which the 
Israelites brought their sacrifices in order to draw closer to God.  
 
The new prayer book of the Reform Movement is called Mishkan Tefilah, sanctuary of prayer. The 

introduction to this new prayer book explains the choice of title: “The title Miskhan T'filah is drawn from Exodus 
25:8 where God commands us to build a portable sanctuary that can accompany us on our wanderings. ‘And 
let them build Me a sanctuary that I may dwell among them.’ Mishkan T'filah is a dwelling place for prayer, one 
that moves with us wherever we might be physically or spiritually. It offers the opportunity for God, the 
individual and community to meet.”  
 
The desert mishkan was a portable sanctuary. Its care was guarded by the Levites and the priests, yet it 
invited all to bring their offerings. Today, we are all caretakers of Mishkan T'filah; may our offerings be 
acceptable before God.  
 
The Ritual and Religious Committee of our congregation spent many months studying Mishkan Tefilah in great 
detail. At the recent February meeting of the Board of our congregation, the R & R Committee recommended 
adopting Mishkan Tefilah as the new prayer book for Congregation Etz Chaim. The Board unanimously 
accepted this proposal.  
 
The Central Conference of American Rabbis, which publishes Mishkan Tefilah is about to begin a second 
printing. We should receive our books in few months. We plan to begin using the Mishkan Tefilah on Friday 
September 5th.  
 
The R & R Committee continues to work on programs to introduce Mishkan Tefilah to the congregation. We 
imagine a series of classes and programs at various times and settings. The R & R Committee is also working 
on how adopting Mishkan Tefilah will change our worship services.  
If you would like to get a head start on the learning process I would suggest you turn to the Union for Reform 
Judaism website, which contains a series of interesting articles concerning Mishkan Tefilah. You can access 
these articles at http://urj.org/mishkan/introducing/  
 
The Torah tells us that when Moses completed the work of building the Mishkan in the wilderness, “Kevod 
Adonia Malei Et HaMishkan, the glory of God filled the sanctuary”. And the people knew that God dwelled in 
their midst. May the completion of this new Mishkan bring us a greater sense that God dwells in our midst. And 
may we feel glory of God fill the holy places in our own lives. 
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Purim Service & Carnival  

                                             PURIM SERVICE 
 
When people describe Congregation Etz Chaim, one of the first topics they mention is the 
Purim Service. We go all out to celebrate this joyous holiday. This year Purim will be 
celebrated on Thursday, March 20th starting at 7:00 PM. During the service we will read 
the Megillah and sound our Mac & Cheese greggors. This service includes the musical 
stylings of our Home Groan Philharmonic Orchestra. They are preparing a series of unique 
Purim melodies to enhance the solemnity of our spiritual life. Everybody is encouraged to 
come in costume. In some congregations costumes are seen as something for children, 

but at Etz Chaim we know they are for adults and children alike. The rabbis have been working on their 
costumes for the past eleven months. This year they promise to be their usual “sedate selves.” Everyone 
coming in costume will receive a prize. We have a special prize for adults “as defined by the State of Illinois” 
not Jewish tradition. There will be hamantaschen for all. Our Purim service is guaranteed to lift your spirits, 
improve your health and provide you with a strong sense of your purpose in life.  
 
                                                             LET THE CARNIVAL BEGIN…   

This year's carnival will be held on Sunday, March 23rd. The game booths are operated by members of our 
Junior Youth Group and will provide entertaining challenges to children of our congregation. Valuable prizes 
will be awarded to all participants. Tickets will be on sale throughout the carnival.  
 
A delicious lunch will be served by the Senior Youth Group. The SYG this year is offering “A Taste of Shushan” 
food festival based on ancient Persian recipes. SYG will serve foods eaten by Mordecai and Esther during the 
event described in the Book of Esther. Don’t miss out on this afternoon of fun and frolic.  
 
 
                                                             THE MITZVOT OF PURIM 
 
On Purim there are three commandments which Jews are obligated to fulfill. One is to hear The Book of 
Esther. The second is Shaloach Manot, “the sending of portions” or sending gifts of sweets to friends, family 
and particularly to teachers. The third mitzvah is Manat L’Evyonim, “gifts to the poor.” At this time of great joy 
we remember those who have less than we do. This mitzvah can be fulfilled by directly handing money to 
those who are in need. If you want, the synagogue can be of help to you in fulfilling this mitzvah; your Manat 
L’Evyonim will be forwarded to the Walk-In-Ministry.  
 

REMEMBER: EVERYONE SHOULD BRING  
THEIR VERY OWN “MAC & CHEESE” GREGGOR TO PURIM.   

As has been our tradition, the Mac & Cheese will be donated to a local food pantry as a fulfillment of the Purim 
Mitzvah of Manat L’Evyonim, gifts to the poor.  
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Etz Chaim Congregational Seder 2008 
 
This year Etz Chaim's Congregational Seder will be held Sunday, April 20th at 6:00 p.m. 
Everyone is invited to attend our communal celebration of this special holiday. The temple 
will provide the following for your Seder meal: the Seder plate, wine, matzo, gefilte fish, 
meat, side dishes, coffee, tea and Haggadot. Each family will be required to bring one of 
the following dishes to serve 10 people: 

Fresh Fruit * Cookies or Cake 
 

Please remember all food items must be Pesadik and non-dairy. We have some great Passover recipes. If you 
need ideas, give us a call. It is not necessary to bring your own dish on a decorative plate, as our kitchen 
helpers arrange the food for serving. In addition, each family will be required to send an adult to either set up 
before the Seder or clean up after the Seder. Set up will be Sunday at 9:30 a.m. We will try to honor your 
preference, but set up help is crucial. 

 
If you have any questions, please call Julie Kalwat. 

--------------------------------------------- 
My Personal Reminder for the Congregational Seder Sunday, April 20th 

I have volunteered on April 20th to Set-Up at 9:30 a.m. or Clean-up 
The dish I am bringing to share is ______________________________ (enough for 10 people) 
 

 
 
 

----------------------------------------------- Tear Here ---------------------------------------------- 
Seder Reservation Form 

Registration Post Marked by Registration Post Marked by Registration Post Marked by 
March 19, 2008     April 2, 2008                After April 2, 2008 
Adults $18                 Adults $ 23                Adults $ 28 
Kids (ages 5 - 12)     $7 Kids (ages 5 - 12)    $10 Kids (ages 5 - 12) $ 13 
Tots $3      Tots $6     Tots $8 

Please Do Not Ask To Be An Exception! 
 
Name ______________________________   Adults _____ @ $ _____ ea. $ _____ 
Address ____________________________   Children (5-12) _____ @ $ _____ ea. $_____ 
City/Zip ____________________________    Tots _____ @ $ _____ ea. $ _____ 
Phone ______________________________ 
I will bring _______________________ 
I will set up _______ clean up________ 
 
 
 
YOU CANNOT PAY ELECTRONICALLY. Please print this form and bring in or mail 
your reservation form to the Temple office. 
Please make checks payable to: Congregation Etz Chaim 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 

Adult Activities  

�
�

 
According to the Chicago Tribune, this has been one of the snowiest, cloudiest winters on record. I 
know we’re all tired of the weather, though some have been lucky enough to get away from it for a 
while. I’ve been listening to my friend’s stories about trips to warm beautiful places like Florida, 
Hawaii, and Cancun. It seemed like the perfect time for me to jump on a plane and head to 
Jerusalem to visit with my granddaughter.  
 
Imagine my surprise to be greeted with 8 inches of snow! Jerusalem shut down; buses stopped 

running, taxis sat covered with snow, and residents of Tel Aviv came to build snowmen. Finally after digging 
out for two days, we were able to catch a taxi to a nearby mall. While Sara went to the grocery store, Dassi and 
I headed to the toy store. It was easy to find because the Purim costumes were already pouring out the door 
and onto racks in front of the store. Delighted children were already begging their parents for Superman, 
Batman, and Oscar the Grouch costumes.  
 
Being fortunate enough to live in the Purim Capital of North America, we all have an easy way to get out of the 
winter doldrums. Start by planning your own Purim costume; be crazy, be creative, be eccentric; just be at 
work on your costume right away.  
 
Start the Purim season early by joining the Adult Ed Committee March 14th to 16th for the Sophie and Jack 
Edwards Scholar in Residence Program. This year’s program will feature Dr. Elsie Stern, whose discussions 
will focus on the topic of “Purim for Grown-Ups: Sex and Politics in the Book of Esther.” Rabbi Bob has said 
that Dr. Stern is the best teacher he has ever had! This is a program not to be missed. (Yes, there will be food.)  
 
Join us on Thursday night, March 20 at 7:00PM for the reading of the Book of Esther. Be sure to bring your 
macaroni and cheese groggers to drown out Haman’s name. We’ll eat hamentashen afterwards and, of 
course, there will be very good prizes for all those who come in wonderful costumes. Sunday, March 23rd will 
be our 48th Annual Purim Carnival. The Junior Youth Group will have wonderful games for the younger 
children, and the Senior Youth Group will be sure that we all have plenty to eat. COME JOIN THE FUN.  
 
Hag Sameiach,  
 
Marilyn 
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SOUP, BREAD AND GAME NIGHT��
�
Winter is here and at Etz Chaim that means an evening of delicious soups, breads and 
game playing. The Brotherhood and Sisterhood of Etz Chaim will be hosting their annual 
Soup, Bread and Game Night on Saturday, March 8 at 6:30PM. Please join us for a fun-
filled evening of good food, good company and games. This event is always a favorite, so 
circle the date and plan to join us. Bring along a soup, bread or dessert, and any games you 
would like to play. The cost is $5.00 per person. Please fill out the sign-up sheet below and 
return it to the synagogue along with your payment by Friday March 7. If you have any 

questions, please contact Deborah Bacol at 630-858-4883.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Soup, Bread and Game Night Sign-Up  
 

Name________________________________________________  
Number Attending______________________________________  
Amount enclosed($5.00 per person)________________________  

We will bring:  
_________soup  

_________bread (or)  
_________dessert  

 
 
Scholar-In-Residence 2008  

The Sophie and Jack Edwards Scholar-in-Residence We ekend  
March 14, 15 & 16, 2008  

 
“Dr. Elsie Stern, the best teacher I ever had,” Rabbi Bob  

 
 

This will be a wonderful weekend that you won’t want to miss.  

Shabbat Service, Friday evening, March 14th :  
Esther Here, Esther There: Jews and Their Purim Stories  
Dr. Stern will speak about the different versions of Esther that were popular in the ancient world and will 
explore what they tell us about their authors' perspectives on diaspora and Jewish identity.  
 
On Saturday morning, at 9:30 AM, Tools for Studying Torah . Dr. Stern will teach the strategies scholars use 
in order to read the texts and interpret the bible and explore how you can use them to have your own 
encounter with the text.  
 
Continuing on Saturday evening at 7:30 PM:  
What's a Nice Jewish Boy Doing in a Place Like This: Rea ding the Biblical Book of Esther  
Join Dr. Stern in looking at some of the most puzzling parts of the Book of Esther and exploring what they 
might tell us about the biblical authors' views of diaspora and the Jews who live there.  
 
On Sunday morning at 10:00 AM, join us for the conclusion of this wonderful weekend. Converting 
Mordechai: Rabbinic Interpretations of the Book of Esther  
In this session, Dr. Stern will introduce us to the wildly creative interpretations of the Book of Esther that are 
found in the Talmud. We will explore how the rabbis introduced idolatry, mathematical calculation and even a 
little bigamy in order to articulate a version of Esther that reflected their own worldview, values and politics.  
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Dr. Stern is currently the Assistant Director for Public Programs at the University of Pennsylvania Center for 
Advanced Judaic Studies. She received her Bachelor of Arts from Yale University and a Master of Arts and 
Doctorate from The University of Chicago. Dr. Stern is the author of From Rebuke to Consolation: Exegesis 
and Theology in the Liturgical Anthology of the Ninth of Av Season. She is also a contributor to the Jewish 
Study Bible and Women’s Torah Commentary. Dr. Stern has taught in both formal and informal educational 
settings in the U.S. and abroad. She is currently working on a book on the uses of the Book of Esther in its 
biblical and Jewish contexts.  

 
 
March Book Discussion Questions 
 
The Book Thief  

Caution! It is likely that the following reading gu ide will reveal, or at least allude to, key plot de tails. 
Therefore, if you haven’t yet read this book, but a re planning on doing so, you may wish to proceed 
with caution to avoid spoiling your later enjoyment .  
 
About this Book  
Liesel Meminger is only nine years old when she is taken to live with the Hubermanns, a foster family, on 
Himmel Street in Molching, Germany, in the late 1930s. She arrives with few possessions, but among them is 
The Grave Digger's Handbook, a book that she stole from her brother's burial place. During the years that 
Liesel lives with the Hubermanns, Hitler becomes more powerful, life on Himmel Street becomes more fearful, 
and Liesel becomes a full-fledged book thief. She rescues books from Nazi book-burnings and steals from the 
library of the mayor. Liesel is illiterate when she steals her first book, but Hans Hubermann uses her prized 
books to teach her to read. This is a story of courage, friendship, love, survival, death, and grief. This is 
Liesel's life on Himmel Street, told from Death's point of view.  
 
Discussion Questions  
• Discuss the symbolism of Death as the omniscient narrator of the novel. What are Death's feelings for each 
victim? Describe Death's attempt to resist Liesel. Death states, "I'm always finding humans at their best and 
worst. I see their ugly and their beauty, and I wonder how the same thing can be both." (p. 491) What is ugly 
and beautiful about Liesel, Rosa and Hans Hubermann, Max Vandenburg, Rudy Steiner, and Mrs. Hermann? 
Why is Death haunted by humans?  
• What is ironic about Liesel's obsession with stealing books? Discuss other uses of irony in the novel.  
• The Grave Digger's Handbook is the first book Liesel steals. Why did she take the book? What is significant 
about the titles of the books she steals? Discuss why she hides The Grave Digger's Handbook under her 
mattress. Describe Hans Hubermann's reaction when he discovers the book. What does the act of book 
thievery teach Liesel about life and death? Explain Rudy's reaction when he discovers that Liesel is a book 
thief. How does stealing books from the mayor's house lead to a friendship with the mayor's wife? Explain how 
Liesel's own attempt to write a book saves her life.  
• Liesel believes that Hans Hubermann's eyes show kindness, and from the beginning she feels closer to him 
than to Rosa Hubermann. How does Hans gain Liesel's love and trust? Debate whether Liesel is a substitute 
for Hans's children, who have strayed from the family. Why is it so difficult for Rosa to demonstrate the same 
warmth toward Liesel? Discuss how Liesel's relationship with Rosa changes by the end of the novel.  
• Abandonment is a central theme in the novel. The reader knows that Liesel feels abandoned by her mother 
and by the death of her brother. How does she equate love with abandonment? At what point does she 
understand why she was abandoned by her mother? Who else abandons Liesel in the novel? Debate whether 
she was abandoned by circumstance or by the heart.  
• Guilt is another recurring theme in the novel. Hans Hubermann's life was spared in France during World War 
I, and Erik Vandenburg's life was taken. Explain why Hans feels guilty about Erik's death. Guilt is a powerful 
emotion that may cause a person to become unhappy and despondent. Discuss how Hans channels his guilt 
into helping others. Explain Max Vandenburg's thought, "Living was living. The price was guilt and shame." (p. 



8 

208) Why does he feel guilt and shame?  
• Compare and contrast the lives of Liesel and Max Vandenburg. How does Max's life give Liesel purpose? At 
what point do Liesel and Max become friends? Max gives Liesel a story called "The Standover Man" for her 
birthday. What is the significance of this story?  
• Death says that Liesel was a girl "with a mountain to climb." (p. 86) What is her mountain? Who are her 
climbing partners? What is her greatest obstacle? At what point does she reach the summit of her mountain? 
Describe her descent. What does she discover at the foot of her mountain?  
• Hans Junior, a Nazi soldier, calls his dad a coward because he doesn't belong to the Nazi Party. He feels that 
you are either for Hitler or against him. How does it take courage to oppose Hitler? There isn't one coward in 
the Hubermann household. Discuss how they demonstrate courage throughout the novel.  
• Describe Liesel's friendship with Rudy. How does their friendship change and grow throughout the novel? 
Death says that Rudy doesn't offer his friendship "for free." (p. 51) What does Rudy want from Liesel? Discuss 
Death's statement, "The only thing worse than a boy who hates you [is] a boy who loves you." (p. 52) Why is it 
difficult for Liesel to love Rudy? Discuss why Liesel tells Mr. Steiner that she kissed Rudy's dead body.  
• How does Zusak use the literary device of foreshadowing to pull the reader into the story?  
• Liesel Meminger lived to be an old woman. Death says that he would like to tell the book thief about beauty 
and brutality, but those are things that she had lived. How does her life represent beauty in the wake of 
brutality? Discuss how Zusak’s poetic writing style enhances the beauty of Liesel's story.  

 
Rabbi Weinberg to Speak on April 5, 2008  

On Saturday, April 5th at 7:30 PM Rabbi Michael Weinberg will speak at Etz Chaim on “Our Religious 
Connections to the Land of Israel.” Very often we think about Israel in political terms in the light of current 
events. This Adult Education program will provide us with the opportunity to explore the religious meaning of 
the land of Israel in light of our Jewish Tradition. Rabbi Weinberg is the rabbi of Temple Beth Israel in Skokie. 
Many of our young people have met Rabbi Weinberg on our retreats, Israel trips or at camp. Now the adults of 
the congregation have the chance to study with Rabbi Weinberg.  
 
Rabbi Weinberg is the President of the Chicago Association of Reform Rabbis. He served for four years as 
National Chair of The Coalition for the Advancement of Jewish Education (CAJE) and has long been active on 
the faculty of the Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute Camp. He is Vice-Chair of the Reform Movement's national 
Commission on Lifelong Jewish Learning and serves on various other national and local committees. Rabbi 
Weinberg has been a member of the Tuesday Morning Study Group for 27 years. 
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Social Action Spotlights Righteous Gentiles�

Jerzy Radwanek 

Oswiecim, Poland... 1940– Shortly after World War II began in September 1939, Jerzy 
Radwanek, a pilot in the Polish air force, was assigned to a secret intelligence mission. The 
Gestapo (German secret state police) learned of the operation before it was launched and 
arrested Jerzy. In the fall of 1940, he was deported to Auschwitz.  

The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous. Photo: The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous 
Photo Archives. 

 
Auschwitz began as a prison for Poles who opposed the German occupation. Construction on the first part of 
the camp began in May 1940, when the Germans converted Polish army barracks near the town of Oswiecim, 
37 miles west of Krakow, into a concentration camp which became known as Auschwitz I. SS Captain Rudolf 
Höss, in charge of the project, was told to build a camp for 10,000 prisoners. It was to be a transit camp from 
which inmates could be sent to camps in the west for slave labor. But because the surrounding region was rich 
in natural resources, the Nazis decided to keep a permanent population of slave laborers at Auschwitz I.  
 
In October 1941, construction began on Auschwitz II, (Auschwitz-Birkenau). It became the primary site of the 
genocide of Europe’s Jews. Birkenau was originally conceived as a POW camp that would hold 100,000 
inmates, but it evolved into a site of mass murder once the Final Solution- the Nazis’ policy to annihilate all the 
Jews of Europe- took shape.  
 
In November 1942, the Buna camp at Monowitz, also known as Auschwitz III, was established as the first of 
several satellite camps located on industrial sites around Oswiecim.  
 
After Jerzy Radwanek arrived at Auschwitz, he worked with other Polish inmates to establish a secret military 
organization inside the camp. They planned escape routes and documented atrocities committed by the 
Germans. Jerzy was given the job of a camp electrician and was able to move about the grounds more freely 
than most. On several occasions, he went to the Jewish barracks to repair wiring and install lights. Deeply 
disturbed by the plight of the Jewish inmates, he decided to help them. Despite the dire circumstances he 
himself faced, Jerzy felt a responsibility to try to ease the suffering of the Jews imprisoned with him.  
 
Often, Jerzy would purposely cause a short circuit in a Jewish compound which he would be called in to fix. He 
then smuggled food and medicine stolen from the Germans in his toolbox. When the guards’ attention 
wandered, Jerzy distributed the items to the Jewish women and young people. He was caught more than once 
and severely beaten for offering this aid. Jerzy befriended several of the women and promised to tell the world 
of the brutality and suffering he witnessed if he survived. The Jews who came to know Jerzy called him the 
“Jewish Uncle” of Auschwitz. Jerzy Radwanek was a prisoner in Auschwitz from May 1940 until the camp was 
liberated in January 1945.  

Copyright ©2004 Yad Vashem The Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes' Remembrance Authority��
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at Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute  
in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 
�
�
�

Thursday, July 24 - Sunday, July 27, 2008 
A 3-night mini-course featuring 

Rabbi Andrea Cosnowsky 
on “The Afterlife from a Jewish Perspective” 

�
Learn with rabbis and teachers of extraordinary talent while you relax on the shores of beautiful Lac La Belle. 
Lehrhaus is open to all adults interested in lifelong Jewish learning and living. In addition to studying with our 
exceptional faculty, Lehrhaus participants have the opportunity to enjoy some of the activities provided to our 
campers, including swimming, biking, or climbing the Alpine Tower. Trips to nearby places of interest will add 
to your experience.  Participants also experience Shabbat at Camp: Dinner with the entire Camp community, 
Shabbat morning services with high school youth, and a buffet lunch with the rest of Camp. 
 
The tuition is $325 per person, which includes continental breakfast, buffet lunch, Shabbat dinner, and all in-
camp programming. Dinner Thursday and Saturday is on your own - enjoy one of the many fine restaurants in 
and around Oconomowoc. Accommodations are provided in The Bayit - our magnificent, renovated turn-of-the-
(20th) century mansion. 
 
For additional information, see the OSRUI website (www.osrui.org) or contact Barbara Gordon at 847-239-
6984 or bgordon@urj.org. 
 
OSRUI offers Lehrhaus programs every weekend in July, as well a new 5-day adult bike trip in June.  Faculty 
for these programs will include Rabbi Marc Berkson, Theodore Bikel, Rabbi Karen Kedar, and Rabbi Herman 
Schaalman. See our website for more information. Lehrhaus at OSRUI with Rabbi Andrea Cosnowsky, July 
24-27, 2008 
 

 
Name  __________________________________________________________________ 
Address  ________________________________________________________________ 
City/State/ZIP  ___________________________________________________________ 
Phone (day) _____________________________ (evening)________________________ 
Email ______________________________Congregation__________________________ 
Roommate Request _________________________     __ Single Room ($100 surcharge) 
Any special food restrictions:__________________________        __Vegetarian 
 
Will you have a child/grandchild in Camp while you are there?  __ Yes    __ No 
If yes, name and session: ___________________________________________________ 
Please note:  Parents and grandparents of first-time OSRUI campers are kindly asked not to  
attend while their child/grandchild is a camper. 
 
Please mail this form along with your check for $32 5/person ($425 with single room surcharge) made 
out to OSRUI (sorry, no credit cards) to:   
Lehrhaus / OSRUI, 555 Skokie Blvd., Suite 333, Nort hbrook, IL  60062.  There is a $75 cancellation fee . 
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School & Youth Activities  

�
�

Message From Our Educator 

Wednesday assemblies for the Hebrew school are always entertaining and there is always a lesson 
to be learned. But for one special child (and that person changes each week), it is a really special 
afternoon. On the Wednesday following a child’s bar/bat mitzvah, the student is called to the bima 
to receive his or her Torah license! This license looks just like an Illinois driver’s license, but this 
particular license is only given to students who have become a bar or bat mitzvah. The rabbis make 
a big deal out of it and the children all applaud when it is presented. As the rabbis say to the child, 

“You are now licensed to read Torah anywhere in the world.” One student came to me earlier this year asking if 
he could get a replacement because his went through the washing machine and was ruined! I am happy that 
some of the students really like getting their Torah license. If you have a child in 7th through 9th grade who has 
already become a bar/bat mitzvah and you have never seen his/her license, ask to see it. If you have younger 
children, you will need to watch for the Torah license when it comes to your home.  
 
This issue I am highlighting our third-grade teachers. Our third-grade Hebrew teachers Elizabeth Gossage and 
Renee Ray grew up at Etz Chaim and have both been on our staff for many years. Renee has two children and 
is expecting #3 in May. Elizabeth is a real estate agent during the week. Nancy Pollak is new to our staff this 
year, after many years of being a room parent. During the week Nancy is involved in many volunteer projects 
including being the chair of VISIONWalk, the signature fundraising event of the Foundation Fighting Blindness 
which will be held June 8th at Soldier Field. Alex Lederhausen is helping on Sundays with Elizabeth for her 
second year. Alex is a senior at Hinsdale Central and is a highly ranked golf player. She competed two years 
ago for Sweden in the Maccabia Games in Israel and came in second place. The other members of her team 
were her sister Rebecca and her mom! Hannah Freeman helps Renee on Sundays. She is a senior at 
Wheaton North and is captain of the golf team this year. She won the Wendy’s High School Heisman Award 
this year, an honor given to a student who excels in academics, athletics and community/school involvement. 
Eric Steinberg helps Nancy with Judaica and is doing it for his second year. Eric is a senior at Naperville 
Central where he wrestles and is in the top band in the school, the wind ensemble. 
 
 

Youth Scholarship Funds 

 
Each child attending Jewish camp this summer is eligible for one of the two scholarships. Below is a 
description of each of these wonderful funds. Please use the new youth committee camp scholarship form from 
the web link or pick one up in the temple office to apply.  
 
Robert Scott Samuels Fund   
Sharon and Steve Samuels created this fund in 1975 in memory of their young son who was tragically killed in 
an accident at the young age of 5. The proceeds from this fund help our children go to camp each year. Each 
child who applies received $300, Chalutzim campers receive $400. Last year over 30 of our congregants used 
this fund to help make going to camp a bit easier, financially.  
 
The Campership Program of Chicago   
The Campership program of Chicago is offering scholarships to Jewish families who would like their children to 
enjoy the fun and fellowship of an overnight camp that has a Jewish affiliation. Two scholarship levels are 
available.  
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Children attending 3 weeks or more of camp, for the first time ever can receive $1250, and those attending 
camp for the second can receive scholarships of $750. To find more information about this program, go to 
www.campership.net. The form is online.  
 
These programs are not “need based”, just fill out the form and return it to the temple by April 1st. Anyone 
needing additional financial help for camp can contact Anne Stein, Rabbi Bob or Rabbi Cosnowsky.  
 
Please consider the Robert Scott Samuels fund as a source of future donations.  
 
Ronni Markwell  
Youth Committee Chair 
 
Past Events & Activities  
�
�

 

Jewish Council on Urban Affairs 
On March 2 the JCUA held an afternoon social action program for Jews of the western suburbs at our temple.  
The Jewish Council on Urban Affairs has been combating poverty, racism and anti-Semitism alongside 
partners from Chicago's diverse communities for over forty years.  After lunch, Aaron Freeman entertained us 
with the lighter side of Judaism and social justice and then we all studied the topic in workshops.  There was 
one on organizing and social change and another lead by our very own Judy Miller which used texts to study 
Jewish perspectives on social justice.  There was also one for the teens from several temples on social justice. 
We all learned about the three weeklong summer social justice institutes for teens, Or Tzedek, which the JCUA 
runs in Chicago.  It was a wonderful afternoon of learning, making connections, being challenged and 
laughter.  See www.jcua.org for more information. 
 
There will be an Antiwar Inter-faith Prayer service on Sunday, March 16th at 4:30 p.m. commemorating the fifth 
anniversary of the Iraq War at the First Congregational United Church of Christ, 25 East Benton Street, 
Naperville. All are welcome.  
 
 
Did you know...  

 

Social Hall Wireless Access Point 
David Wood has completed the installation of the wireless access point in the social 
hall. This was done in part to provide internet access for PADS workers who work 
the overnight shift. It is also very useful to those who stay during Sunday School and 
would like to have internet access� 
 

 

 

Website/Technology Volunteers Needed:  
The Office/Communications committee is still looking for people interested in getting involved on some of the 
projects involved in keeping our website fresh and vibrant.There are a variety of tasks- we're sure we can find 
something you're interested in. We'd love to have you join our team. 
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SOCIAL ACTION NEWS 

Bring your cell phones to the donation box in the lobby for the benefit of Family Shelter Services. This effort 
has raised hundreds of dollars for this worthy cause already. Thank you all! 
 
Shari Katz�

�
�����������	
� ����
�

Support DuPage PADS- Clean Your Closets! 

DuPage PADS has recently partnered with Fundraise & Recycle Clothes Now! Drop off donations of 
clothing and soft goods at our green Donation Bin located at 703 West Liberty. F&RCN (Fundraise & 
Recycle Clothes Now) will reimburse DuPage PADS for donations collected, which helps raise funds for 
programs that assist people who are homeless in our communities. In addition, if you are having a 
clothing collection drive and have surplus items at the end of your event, our partner Fundraise & 
Recycle Clothes Now! will pick-up that surplus for you. Think of us when you are cleaning out your 
closets. And, since none of the donations will go into landfills, you are helping keep our community 
green! For more information, please call DuPage PADS at 630-682-3846 X 222. 

 

Jewish Employment Network 

Job Seekers experience many hopes and challenges in the job market. If you have recently been 
downsized or are thinking of changing careers, the Jewish Employment Network offers numerous 
options to assist you with your career goals: career counseling, job search strategies, networking 
opportunities, and access to monthly round tables and support groups. For more information go to 
www.jvschicago.org or call Joyce Bogolub, JVS Career Counselor, at 630-889-0548.  
 

Jewish Healing Network 

Jewish Healing Network is pleased to have a number of programs coming up that might be of interest to 
your congregants.  

A Spiritual Recovery Weekend for Jews 
 
A spiritual and educational experience for Jews recovering from the disease of addiction, their families, 
and other significant people I their lives. This program is presented by Rodfei Shalom Fellowship, Inc. 
with support from HNC. 
 
March 7 - 9    Perlstein Resort & Conference Center, Lake Delton, WI 
For more information and a registration form, contact  
847-568-5200 or JHNC@jcfs.org | www.rodfeishalom.org | (954) 485-0188 
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Generation to Generation: Friendly Visitors to the Elderly Fill Your Soul - Connect with an older adult.  
 
Study with social workers, a rabbi and other volunteers before being connected with a local nursing home 
whose Jewish residents need connections to the community. Opportunities to make bi-monthly visits to a 
resident, lead a discussion group, or lead services. No prior experience needed. A 10-month volunteer 
commitment is requested.  
Spring training:    Mondays, March 3 - 31| 7:00 - 9:00 PM. 
JCFS, 5150 Golf Road, Skokie 
Carol Berry, BA:  (847) 568-5208 
 

 

Living with Mental Illness in the Family To explore the impact of having a family member with a mental 
illness on you and your life. 
 
Thursdays Feb. 21 - March 13  7:00 - 8:30 PM 
JCFS, 5150 Gold Road, Skokie 
Tracey Lipsig Kite, LCSW 
(847) 568-5216 

 

Apachi Summer Camp 

Looking for something for your kids to do this summer?  

There's NO Better Place for your child this summer than at  

APACHI WEST DAY CAMP at Congregation Beth Shalom 

Camp Dates June 16 - July 25, M-F, 9:00am - 3:45pm. Camp is held at Congregation Beth Shalom 
in Naperville.  (Just behind Naperville N. HS) Camp is open to boys and girls ages 4 yr old to 
entering 4th gr. Camp activities include swimming ( institutional & recreation) arts /crafts, music, 
dance, martial arts, rock climbing, weekly field trips and more... Through song, art, stories 
and weekly shabbat celebrations we offer informal and enriching way to share our Jewish 
culture. Campers participate in Israel Day, Shabbat celebrations each Friday and mini courses to 
choose from weekly.  

Minimum of 2 week registration required, but choose from 2 - 6 weeks to fit your summer schedule! 
Sibling discounts too.  $50 a day for 7 hrs of non stop fun! that's $250 weekly.  For brochure and 
additional information, call Director Elyse Degen at (630) 961-1818 ext 11 or email her at 
edegen@napershalom.org 

Apachi Day Camp is seeking staff for camp. We offer competive salaries based on age 
and experience.  
Camp dates June 16- July 25, M-F 9am - 4pm.  

·  Head staff - over 21 and experience with children a must.  
·  Asst staff - HS & college students with child care experience preferred              (must be at 

least 15 and eligible for working papers)  
·  Specialty Staff - Arts & Craft, Music, Drama, Song leader, Must be over 21 and have exp. 
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working with elementary school age children. Ref required  
·  All staff MUST be able to work for the entire camp dates and full camp day. NO 

EXCEPTIONS.  An orientation program is REQUIRED of all staff the week of June 9 - 13. 
Times TBA.    

For application, send an email to Elyse Degen @ edegen@napershalom.org . Upon recepit 
of completed application, if qualified,  you will be called for a personal interview. Questions about 
camp, email me at the above email. 
 
  ** Parents of campers who work at camp receive discount for summer camp. 

�

�
 

OSRUI Spring Programs 

2008 SPRING SPECIAL PROGRAMS  
In addition to our popular summer camp, OSRUI offers a variety of special programs throughout the year.  

Mar. 6-9 SOFER Jewish Writers' Workshop*  
Spend a weekend celebrating the craft of writing with noted authors Aaron Hamburger, Dara Horn, and 

Jason Sommer.  

  Apr. 2-6 DEVORAH Quilting Kallah*  
OSRUI has pieced together this fabulous adult program for all levels of quilters, beginners through 

experienced.  

May 2-4 SHABBAT at CAMP for Young Adults  
Those in their 20s and 30s interested in exploring and experiencing Judaism can enjoy a Shabbat at 

OSRUI.  

May 16-18 FATHER & SON Kallah *  
Special time at Camp for dads, granddads, uncles, and the boys they love, age 6 to 13.  

May 28–Jun. 1 HAVA NASHIRA  
This songleading workshop is for those who teach or lead music in camps, congregations, and community 

centers.  

For more information or to register: www.osrui.org  
847-239-6984 or Email Us 

  *This program is underwritten in part through a generous grant from the Daniel M. Soref Charitable Trust 

�
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The Ink Well 
A Complete Print Service 

Family Owned and Operated 
  

Visit us for all your printing & copying needs 
Wedding Invitations | Business Cards | Stationery Letterhead | Envelopes | Flyers  Programs | Menus School 

Programs | Church Bulletins |  Newsletters | Booklets 
  

Let us make your work easier! 
Call today for a quote - 630.268.0050 

  
Color Copies - Black & White Copies 

Full Service Print Shop - Bindery & Faxing Services 
  

Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm 
119 E Roosevelt Rd. | Lombard, IL | 60146 

Ph: 630.268.0050 | Fax: 630.268.0170 
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